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Cy Burchenal N?w that the first IB 
Diploma class has 

Assistant Editorials Editor graduated, we can 

make a comparison 
between the three advanced programs that Hell
gate offers. These three courses are the IB and 
AP programs at Hellgate, and the Pilot Program 
at the University of Montana. 

IB: The International Baccalaureate program 
is a standard applied to academics across the 
world. The IB courses that Hellgate offers are in
ternationally recognised, and more difficult than 
their standard curriculum counterparts. Hellgate 
also allows students to take select IB courses 
and students are not obligated to go for the 
fuliiB diploma (six IB classes junior and senior 
year). However, Hellgate only offers a select few 
IB courses, and the rigor of work in the amount 
of time means that only a few students feel they 

can take these courses. 
AP: The Advanced Placement program is 

administered and graded by the College Board, 
the same people that we take the SAT from. AP 
stude.nts are tested and graded on a national 
standard, which creates tight quality control and 
more consistent grading. Both AP and IB are 
h~ld against larger standards (national and inter
national, respectively) than standard courses. 

the Pilot Program is ideal. However, there are 
things to consider beyond college credits. Pilot 
Program is the only one of the three that has 
prerequisites. Anyone applying to this program 
must maintain at least a 3.0 GPA, and must be 
able to pay for the course (no scholarships are 
available). In addition to this, it must be consid
ered that any course grades will be permanently 
added to your transcript. 

Pilot Program: Of the three programs of
fered by Hellgate, the Pilot Program is an outlier, 
both physically and conceptually. The program 

The reality of the situation is that there is 
no definite hierarchy among the three courses. 
IJ3 doesn't necessarily beat AP, and Pilot is 

is unique in that it is taught at the University of 
Montana, and has almost nothing to do with 
Hellgate. There are several advantages to taking 
college courses. People taking Pilot Program 
courses do not receive credits for Hellgate, they 
receive college credits instead. For people want
ing more exposure to school outside of Hellgate, 

not always a realistic alternative. This, and the 
freedom students have to take select courses, 
put Hellgate in a good position . Because these 
courses have no visible hierarchy, students are 
free to select and combine to create unique 
course combinations,allowing the to better play 
to their strengths. 

New Schedule Survey Sent to Student Emails 
Students too Tired to Respond 

period and have a job in the hoping to get a (large) number of re-
Dylan MacArthur-Waltz morning?" Adding more periods to spondents so we can better analyze 

Content Editor the day is one of the main changes the data", said Hendrix. The new 
Un- the committee is proposing, and survey asks students to rate several 

satisfied with your schedule? Want would likely allow students to start or potential schedules, give general 
more free time at lunch? Want to get end their school days earlier. comments, and discuss schedule 
done sooner to hold down a job? Or Schedule ideas like rotating 
maybe you're just so tired that you surveys are class periods each 
can't make it through this sentence nothing new month, and shorten-
without yawning? The school year at Hellgate - ing summer break to 
has barely started, but the next a few stu- lengthen winter and 
year's bell schedule is already under dents may spring breaks. 
consideration, and students are be- recall filling Although schedule 
ing ·offered an opportunity to express out surveys changes may seem 
their opinions on the daily timetable. about their long overdue to some 

A committee composed of stu- schedule Hellgate students, 
dents, teachers, and community preferences Hendrix says she and 
members has been considering last year. Af- other administrators 
changing the Hellgate schedule for ter evaluating are proceeding with 
more than a year. One of the main the surveys, such a change cau-
reasons behind the potential change the commit- Cartoon by Molly Gray tiously. 'The trick With 
is the desire to give students more tee decided that having any kind of change is, any 
flexibility in when they come to more students surveyed and more change may solve problems, but they 
school. As Hellgate Principal Lisa detailed questions on the survey often cause more problems", said 
Hendrix put it, "Why couldn't you would be helpful to their decision- Hendrix. There are also some sig-
go to school from 4th period to 1Oth making process. "We're really nificant barriers that must be crossed 

before a new schedule can be 
implemented, and fairly little time to 
do so. In order for the new schedule 
to be in place next year, it must be 
agreed upon by student registration 
in February. That gives the schedul
ing committee about 3 months to de
cide on the new schedule. Hendrix 
believes it's possible students will 
see a new schedule by the rtext year, 
but first the scheduling committee will 
have to complete some significant 
steps, including publishing a pro
posed schedule and hearing public 
comment, and taking a vote among 
the Hellgate staff on any proposed 
schedule. In the meantime, students 
who want to voice their opinions 
through a survey at: 

https://docs.google.com/spread
sheetlembeddedform?formkey=dE5 
iSE9LQzFhTHBUaG1 KLXcyREpOT 
OE6MA 
Many students have also received 
this link via email. 


