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When thumbing through the 'm' section of the dictionary, orie 
may be pleasantly (or unpleasantly) surprised to find that the 
word 'mole' frequents the English language with more defini
tions than one. As a young person, we 
became familiar with the most popular 
definitions of the term as they describe 
a small, raisin-like, raised blemish on 
the skin made dark by a high concentra
tion of melanin (a pigment in the skin) 
or any of various small insectivorous 
mammals, usually living underground 
and having thickset bodies with light 
brown to dark gray silky fur, rudimen
tary eyes, tough muzzles, and strong 
forefeet for burrowing. 

atoms in 0.012 kg of carbon-12, although most of us will admit 
that a deeper, conceptual understanding of this type of mole is 
still lacking. In Spanish, one might be excited to learn the next 

Upon participating in Chemistry I 
class in high school, one might be as
tonished to learn of another definition 
mole: the SI unit amount of substance, 
equal to the quantity containing as 
many elementary units as there are 

An elaborate and witty combination of all 
the types of moles. (Graphic by Molly Gray) 

definition of mole as it was richly described 
to us as a highly spiced Mexican sauce made 
from chili peppers and chocolate, often 
served with meat. One can expect to leave 
that class feeling very cultured and very hun
gry. At this point you may be thinking: what 
other definition of this stupid combination 
of four letters could possibly be eluding my 
intelligent, sophisticated, high school brain? 
Don't beat yourself up; it's a learning pro
cess. To put your mind at ease, the remain
ing definitions of the word are as follows: 1. 
A spy who achieves an important position 
within the security defenses of a country, 2. 
A large solid structure on a shore serving as 
a pier, breakwater, or causeway, 3. An abnor
mal mass of tissue in the uterus. 

-~) WHATYOURMOLE SAYSABOUTYOU! ~<(-

When you see the word "MOLE", what is the first thing that comes to mind? 

1.) If your first thought was the animal type of mole, this 
means that you are environmentally conscious, care for all of 
earth's creatures (even the ugly ones), and most likely spent an 
abnormal amount of time burrowing in the dirt as a young child. 
If you were to look down at your fingernails right now, you would 
find a large quantity of dirt caked beneath them. 

2.} If your first thought was the scientific type of mole, this 
means that you involuntarily calculate the velocity of a moving 
object whenever the opportunity arises and use an inappropri
ate amount of chemistry puns in day to day conversation. You 
spend a decent amount of time at Spectrum or your basement. 

3.} If your first thought was the skin type of mole, that means 
that you moisturize at least three times a day, receive a com
ment from your grandmother on the type of jeans you are wear
ing every time you visit her, and lack redeeming qualities. When 
someone comments on your mole, you quickly inform them that 
it is not a mole, but in fact a beauty mark. 

4.) If your first thought was the informant type of mole, you 
maintain a good sense of self-worth regardless of others' opin
ions. You have a decent grade point average, but aced your 
standardized tests. Nine times out of ten, you are not where you 
told your parents you were. You enjoy Spagheand garlic bread 
because of its consistency and reliability. 
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