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Domestic Violence Isn't just a Ray Rice Probem, It's a Worldwide Problem 

It's safe to say 
that the NFL is 
currently seeing 
its darkest days 
as a professional 
sports league. 
The league has 
received national 
media attention 

~lllilli-...J over the past 
several weeks 

Zach Strauch 
Sports Editor concerning domestic 

violence issues and 
how they are handled. All this press 
has raised the question, should pro
fessional athletes be held to a higher 
standard of personal conduct than the 
rest of us? 

Most people have seen the security 
· footage from the elevator in the Revel 
Casino of Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
the night of Feb. 15 showing former 
Baltimore Ravens running back Ray 
Rice assaulting his then-fiancee Janay 
Palmer (the couple married on March 
28). Everyone who has seen the video 
can agree that what happened in that 
elevator was brutal. The sad part of this 
story is that it took a high-:profile athlete 
to attract any significant media· atten
tion regarding domestic violence, which 
is a huge problem in our world today. 

Let's take a look at some facts in 
the Rice case. The NFL h~d initially 
set a suspension prohibiting Rice from 
playing in the first two games of the 
season and a third game without pay. 
That amounts to $529,823.24 in total 
salary loss, much harsher than any 

penalty that was doled out by the U.S. 
criminal justice system. Atlantic County 

. prosecutors agreed on a pretrial diver
sion program for ·Rice. If Rice met the 
terms of the program, there would be 
no more legal consequences, just like 
any first-time domestic violence of
fender in Atlantic County. After the case 
began receiving extensive national 
media attention, and once _the second 
video showing Rice physically assault
ing Palmer was released, the NFL 
suspended Rice indefinitely and Balti
more released Rice and terminated his 
contract. 

Atlantic County held Rice to the 
same standards as any other domestic 
violence offender in their jurisdiction. 
No extraneous treatment was extended 
for Rice "just because he was an NFL 
player. That was fair, because when 
you simplify the whole situation, Rice 
is human, just like the rest of us. He 
deserves the same treatment from 
our criminal justice system as every
one else. Neither I nor anyone else 
condones what he did in that elevator, 
because it was-wrong and uncalled for, 
however, our criminal justice system 
can't pick and choose· how they will 
punish every individual person for the 
same offense, even if that person has 
more money and a higher profile than 
most. We rely on our criminal justice 
system to be consistent in their work, 
and they succeeded at maintaining that 
consistency iri the Rice case. When 
you break the case down, the NFL and 
the Baltimore Ravens are guilty of con-

forming to the public's dehumanization 
of Rice due to the fact that they both 
revised their initial punishments. The 
criminal justice system did the right 
thing by not conforming to the public 
ripping of Rice and standing by their 
original punishment. 

Rice hasn't been the only NFL 
player that has had issues with the law 
as of late, Minnesota Vikings running 
-back Adrian Peterson was after re
cently indicted on a case of child abuse 
after he beat his four-year-old child 
with a small tree branch at his home 
in Texas. The police report noted that 
Peterson's child was left with cuts and 
bruises on his legs, back, ankles, and 
had defensive wounds on his hands. 
Other notable cases include Carolina 
Panthers defensive end Greg Hardy, 
who is battling domestic violence 
charges after beating and threatening 
to kill his ex-girlfriend, and Arizona Car
dinals running back Jonathan Dwyer, 
who is also facing domestic violence 
charges after physically abusing his 
wife after she refused sexual advances 
by Dwyer.' 

While Rice and several others 
around the NFL continue to be ripped 
apart for domestic violence issues, sim
plify each situation and bear in mind 
that one in three women worldwide has 
experienced domestic violence at least 
once in their lifetime. Obviously this 
isn't just an NFL proQ_Iem, it's a world
wide problem and it merits much more 
attention than it is receiving. 


