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Unpredictable MLB Regular Season Leads 
Into an Even More Unpredictable Postseason 
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For some 
MLB teams, 
this season 
has been one 

to remember. For others, it's 
been a season to forget. We 
saw the Boston Red Sox go from 
World Series champions to the 
cellar of the American League 
East division, and we witnessed 
the Pittsburgh Pirates cap-
ture their second consecutive 
postseason berth for the first 
time since the 1991 and 1992 
seasons. These are only two 
examples of the surprising and 
exciting MLB regular season, 
which promises to lead into an 
even more exciting postseason. 
Good first paragraph 

There are five new teams 
in the postseason that did 
not qualify last season, the 
Washington Nationals, San 
Francisco Giants, Los Angeles 
Angels, Kansas City Royals, and 
Baltimore Orioles. Washing
ton is quite possibly the most 
balanced team .of the bunch, 
featuring the top pitching staff 
in the league with a team ERA 
{earned run average) that has 
hovered around 3.00 all season 
to supplement the ninth ranked 
offensive lineup in the league. 

The five returning teams 
to the postseason include the 
Oakland Athletics, Detroit 
Tigers, Pittsburgh Pirates, Los 
.Angeles Dodgers, and the 
St. Louis Cardinals. Detroit is 
making their fourth consecu-

tive trip to the postseason, the 
first time that has occurred in 
franchise history. This can be 
credited to Detroit's offense, 
which has carried the load of 
a pitching staff that has been 
wildly inconsistent throughout 
the season despite featuring 
past Cy Young award winners 
David Price, Max Scherzer and 
Justin Verlander. The Los Ange
les Dodgers are also a team to 
watch; as they clinched the Na
tional League West title for the 
second consecutive season. The 
Dodgers boast one of the best 
starting rotations in the league, 
featuring three-time Cy Young 
award winner Clayton Kershaw 
and one-time Cy Young award 
winner Zack Greinke. The elite 
starting rotation for the Dodg
ers couples with an offense that 
ranked seventh in the league 
during the regular season. 

Expect the American League 
to come down to the Baltimore · 
Orioles and Los Angeles Angels, 
the two teams that had the best 
statistical regular seasons in the 
American League. The National 
League is clearly Washington's 
to lose, as no other playoff 
team presents an unfavorable 
matchup for Washington. It 
should be interesting to see 
whether another team comes 
out of the mix and has the 
ability to take down a team like 
Washington or Baltimore. If it 
were to happen any year, this 
would certainly be it. 

ATHLETE OF THE ISSUE: 
Riley Slayden been exceptional on and off 

the course. Junior teammate 
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Cooper Webster said, "Riley 
always has a good attitude 
and will bring you up to the 
same level he is performing 
at. Riley shows quality lead
ership· and tries to make the 

. te.am and himself better every 
day." 

Hellgate Slayden was picked as 
has gained a team captain last year and 

reputation for being one of many teammates think he 
the best cross country teams will be picked once again this 
in the state. Coach Anders year. This is a direct result of 
Brooker led the team to a the leadership Slayden has 
fourth place finish overall last shown in his three years at 
season after finishing sec- Hellgate, leadership that has 
ond the previous year. These been unparalleled by anybody 
productive seasons can be else on the team. 
credited to the work of many · It should be exciting to see 
athletes, one of them being how the cross country team 
senior Riley Slayden. fares at state this season. The 

Slayden is looking to road to a championship won't 
improve personally while also be easy, as both the girls' 
helping guide the team to a team and boys' team will have 
higher placement at state, a tough test to face when they 
which is Oct. 25 in Helena. go up against the Bozeman 
He has made significant Hawks. The Bozeman boys 
strides each year and hopes have won the· state champion-
to show more improvement l?hip for six consecutive years 
as he enters his first yea·r on while the Bozeman girls have 
the varsity team. When asked captured the title for the past 
why he chose to join the cross seven years, but with athletes 
country team Slayden said, "I · like Slayden continuing to 
chose· cross country because improve every day, Hellgate 
it was an all-inclusive sport should prove a formidable 
and running was something I force come Oct. 25 in Helena. 
could try to be good at." 

This season, Slayden has (Photo by Cadon Hill) 
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