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Are you an indie 
fanatic? Are acoustic guitars, 
casual boots, and fedoras an 
inescapable component of your 

identity? If so, listen up. We've got our eye on Baby and 
Bukowski, the up-and-coming acoustic duo, composed 
of former Sentinel Spartans (who says we have to keep 
the beef?), guitarist/vocalist Kaylen Krebsbach and 
drummer/vocalist Mari Wolverton. The pair has an 
impressive resume of opening and solo performances, 
ranging anywhere from Indy Fest at Caras Park, tearing 
it up as an opener for Troy "Trombone Shorty" Andrews, 
or just jamming at the Saturday market in downtown 
Missoula. 

Wolverton and Krebsbach have a great stage pres
ence, incorporating a sweet, laid-back indie vibe with 
classic girl band sass. They burst with personality and 
connectivity onstage, creating a unique and friendly 
level of engagement with their audiences. Krebsbach 
and Wolverton show equal levels of talent and passion 
for their genre - Krebsbach stunning with her sweet, 
powerful vocals and skill with an acoustic guitar, and 
Wolverton blowing folks away with her ethereal tones, 
energy, and strength on percussion. Together, these gals 
form an unstoppable duo for the crowds to remember. 

Now that we've offered a little insight on these up
and-coming starlets, I'll bet you are just dying to know 
what makes Baby and Bukowski tick, am I right? We had 
a chance to sit down and chat with these talented gals, 
who answered a few questions for us. 

Q: Talk a little bit about how you got started. 
M: July 2010? 
K: Yeah, July 2010. On the corner of Spruce and Higgins, 
on a street corner. A very quiet street corner. 
M: Starting out, we were so quiet. One passerby told us 
"we can't hear you", and kept walking. 

Q: Does the musical success come more from play
ing with a close friend or practice? 
K: We don't really practice. 
M : Maybe for an hour or something if it's new songs, 
but we learned from playing on street corners and ran
dom gigs. Making mistakes, but it was usually so casual 
no one knew or cared. Or they were great at pretend
ing. 

Q: Was there anything that really set you guys off to 
where you are now? 
K: Our senior year we got an offer [from] flagship, they 
got a grant to produce two band's albums. We attribute 

a lot of success to that. 
M: Scott Matthews, who's the coordinator guy at Big 
Sky, really helped us. There's little details that you have 
no idea about: booking shows, press releases, contracts, 
things like that. He helped us figure all that st uff out. 

Q: How would you describe Baby and Bukowski's 
music? 
M: People don't expect the energy we have. We make 
so much noise, people are surprised. But still so~nding 
good, and pretty I guess. 
K: Pretty but loud- that's our motto. 

Q: How has your musical sound evolved over time? 
M: We learned over time what people wanted to hear. 
I could write slow ballads all day long, but it's not 
interesting to hear. You progressively learn what people 
want, what works. Our songs try and have the soul of 
folk song, that kind of melancholy of lyrics, but with a 
big drum beat, and loud sound. I do almost a full set 
standing up. People love to dance, and they like music 
that gets them moving. Lyrics are still at the heart, good 
imagery and metaphor. And being true 
to harmonies, but looking into other 
things. Guitar riffs and drum solos. 
K: And audiences are more receptive 
now, to what we do. They used to com
ment on our harmonies, and be sort of 
dismissive. At the start, they'd give us 
looks of, "Who the hell are you?" J\nd 
after they'd be, "That was good. Who 
the hell are you?" That response has 
gone away a bit. 

Q: Has Missoula's perception of you 
changed over time? 
K: It's been a little annoying to be "those 
girls on the street". Missoula has an 
image of us, of the 16 year olds playing 
at the Farmers market. People can see 
through you, and just see that. Missoula 
is such a microcosm, it keeps largely to 
that image of us. 
M: People have different expectations. 
We've been tokenized, coopted into 
something else before. It's part of it, but 
it's also nice to go to a city and get fresh 
audiences, who just see twenty year olds 
playing music. Not the stuff that came 
before. 
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Q: 5 year plan? 

M: Oof. I don't know, go on tour first. Stay in one place 
for more than 3 months. In the past five years, we've 
had jobs, traveling, school. There's not always time for 
music. 
K: It's always hard when you're a young person without 
any real financial aid. 
M: We recorded an EP last spring. But it's hard to know 
when it's gonna happen. 

Q: What advice do you have to kids and teenagers 
interested or already involved with a band or local 
music scene? 
K: You have to just play. Lots and lots of shows. You can't 
say no to anything. 
M: It's so important to know it is possible. You can do it. 

Caricature of the duo, Baby and 
Bukowski, (Cartoon by Molly Gray) 
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