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Ciera Syvrud: A 
Dancing Knight 
Molly Gray Ciera Syvrud is a freshman here at He ligate, a new 

Staff Cartoonist member of the He ligate dance team, and a dancer.for 
the Ballet Arts Academy since age five. Syvrud began 

dancing at On-Center Dance Studio when she was just two years old, and 
hasn't stopped since. Syvrud plans on dancing throughout and beyond high 
school, and dreams of going to New York to pursue her love of dance, ideally, 
before becoming a nurse. However, she would like to maintain dance roots 
here in Missoula. Syvrud is a very multi-talented dancer, dabbling in ballet, 

jazz, modern, hip-hop, lyrical and 
contemporary styles. 

Syvrud has been participating 
in the Nutcracker for eight years, 
and will be featured this year as 
a Russian, and as a Snow Corp. In 
addition, she will be dancing with 
Hellgate's dance team at this year's 
football games. We' re very excited 
to see where this talented dancer 
will take her passions, and look 
forward to her future growth and 
development! 

Ciera Syvrud, a freshman, danc
es for the Hellgate Dance Team 
(Photo by Leda Colledge). 

The Story Behind Day of the Dead Celebrations 
Sophia Terriault Around 4000 years ago, 

A&E Editor Mesoamerican civiliza-
tions (civilizations around 

southern Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, Nicaragua, 
and a few other countries today). were thriv
ing. Most of the civilizations had belief systems 
that included the afterlife. They believed that 
the afterlife was simply a continuance of life 
on another plane of existence, meaning the 
consciousness of a person would transcend the 
known physical universe, which basically means 
that their spirit lives on. Because of this belief, 
death was something to be celebrated, rather 

than feared. 
As of today, the Day of the Dead on Nov. 2 

is meant to celebrate family members, friends, 
and even -idols who have passed on by building 
alters, or ofrendas, that are filled with the per
son's favorite items, food, drinks, and any other 
things that are reminiscent of that person. The 
holiday focuses on celebrating life, rather than 
grieving over death. Loved ones of the dead will 
gather flowers (traditionally marigolds), and 
decorate graves. Flowers, especially marigolds, 
are thought to lure in the souls of the dead. 

A prominent figure of the day of the dead 

today is Catrina. Catrina is a familiar skinny skel
etal figure who is based off of Mictecacihuatl, 
the Aztec goddess of Death who ruled over the 
underworld with her husband, Mictlantecuhtli. 
She was a very prominent figure in the ancient 
festivals celebrating the dead, and has since 
morphed into the modern Day of the Dead's 
Catrina. Catrina can appear in many different 
forms, sometimes simply a skeleton, and some
times elaborately decorated with flowers and 
beads and fine clothing. Reminding people that 
no one escapes death; no matter their back
ground or amount of worldly possessions. 


