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As we say 
goodbye to 
one of the 

greatest players in sports 
history, Derek Jeter, it's im
portant to not only look at his 
personal accomplishments 
but also his lasting influence 
on the game of baseball. 

Jeter began his MLB career 
in 1995 as the starting short
stop for the New York Yan
kees, the same place he ended 
his career on September 28 of 
this MLB season. In a fran
chise that has boasted names 
like Babe Ruth, Mickey Mantle, 
Joe DiMaggio, and Yogi Berra, 
Jeter has undoubtedly held 

. his own and worked his way 
into the cast of Yankee elites. 
In his career, Jeter po~ted a 
.310 overall batting average, 
3,465 hits, 260 home runs, 
and 1,311 runs batted in. Jeter 
also was a 14-time all-star, 
5-time Gold Glove Award win
ner, and helped the Yankees to 
win five World Series. So not 
only did he produce impres
sive personal statistics but did 
so when it mattered most in 
important games. 

What is equally as impres
sive is the fact that Jeter was 
able to stay away from the 
negatives that plague.so many 
MLB players today. Jeter didn't 

take performance-enhancing 
drugs, have troubles with the 
law, or fall out of good play
ing shape. It is extremely rare 
that a player of his caliber 
could avoid those issues. 
Hallmark players like Barry 
Bonds, Sammy Sosa and 
Mark McGwire, though excel
lent and hall of fame caliber 
players, still had issues with 
performance-enhancing drugs 
which will likely keep them 
out of the hall of fame. Even 
Babe Ruth had a well-docu
mented drinking problem, 
which had a negative effect on 
his ~alth and likely was the 
cause of a premature ending 
to his career. 

Jeter will always be recog-· 
nized and respected as one of 
the greatest players to ever 
play the game. He was not 
only able to gain the respect 
of Yankees fans (which is dif
ficult in itself) but from fans 
around the world, which is a 
rare quality for any sport. It's 
safe to say that Jeter had as 
much of an influence .on the 
game of baseball over the past 
20 years as anybody else to 
play the sport. Jeter truly was 
and always will be a class act. 
Farewell, Captain. 

Bo Kendall 
Assistant Sports Editor 

The Hellgate Knights 
volleyball team scored a 
huge win over cross
town rival Sentinel on 
Sept. 30. The match 
took all five sets to 
determine a victor in 
Hellgate's gym in front 
of a huge and rowdy 
crowd. Hannah Lasche, 
this weeks' Athlete of 
the Issue, lead all play
ers with 17 kills in the 
game. Her great play 
was motivation for the 
team, who otherwise 
had trouble holding on 
to momentum for much 
of the night. The win 
definitely didn't come 
easily for the Knights 
team. When they were 
up 14-3 in the fourth set, 
with a 2-1 advantage 
in games, everything 
seemed to be going 
their way. Just when it 
looked like Hellgate was 
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going to coast to the 
finish, they <illowed 
Sentinel to go on a 
huge run and come 
back to win the set 
by a score of 30-28. 
But then the Knights, 
led by Lasche, were 
able to finish the game 
off in the fifth and final 
set, 15-5. Lasche, a 
junior, has been able to 
play big for the Knights 
often this year, includ
ing in the Knights' other 
crosstown matchup of 
the year so far, against 
Big Sky on Sep. 18, 
when she had 8 kills. 
On Saturday, Sept. 5, 
the Knights lost at Hel
ena Capital, but Lasche 
did her best, and again 
led the Knights with 1.3 
kills. It was ·a tough 
loss, as Helena Capital 
is currently the second-
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. ranked team in Western 
AA play, and Hellgate 
lost 15-13 in the fifth 
set. 

Lasche has been 
very humble about her 
success, and has been 
very thankful for her 
teammates enthusiastic 
support. She said her 
recent excellent play 
has, "had a lot to do 
with my team, we have 
really come together 
as a team the past 
few weeks." She said 
that in the beginning of 
the season, they had 
trouble finding chemis
try with each other. "We 
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can do much bet-
ter working together 
instead of separately. 
We had trouble with it 
before, but now we are 
figuring it out and start
ing to win games." 

After beating Senti
nel , and losing a close 
game to Helena Capital, 
"I definitely think we 
have a chance to be at 
the top of the state, we 
can beat anyone in the 
state, we just need to 
have a positive attitude 
and play our game no · 
matter who the other 
team is." Lasche also 
says that she is very 
thankful to have senior 
leaders like Rachel 
Martens, Paula Woer
lein, Lily Chumrau, and 
RaeAnn Turner, who all 
help the team in their 
own unique way. Las
che and the rest of the 
team have had some 
bright spots this season, 
and believe that they 
can play with any team 
in the state. They are 
in position to make it 
to state this year, and 
hope that they can do 
some damage once 
they get there. 


