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NATIONAL SCHOLARS BRING 
MERIT TO HELLGATE 
Dylan Rossbach Last month the 

News Editor 16,000 semi-finalists 
from across the coun

try were named for the National Merit 
Scholarship. Among these semi-finalists 
are 14 from MCPS and a record-breaking 
10 from Hellgate, along with three from 
Sentinel and one from Big Sky. 

Those at Hellgate who received the 
honor were: Abbey Gilcrest, Arthur 
Befumo, Claire Hinther, Sean Lodmell, 
Izzy Milch, Ian Oberbillig, Milan Risi, Kara 
Schmidt, Andi Wainright, and our very 
own content editor Dylan MacArthur
Waltz. 

To be named amongst the 16,000 
semifinalists, a student must have one 

students can receive up to a full-ride 
scholarship to the institution they attend. 
These scholarships are both sponsored 
privately: by businesses and corporations, 
and publicly: through the state they live in 
or the college they attend; 440 different 
organizations contribute to the National 
Merit Scholarship program. Approxi
mately 15,000 of the 16,000 semifinal
ists will be chosen to be National Merit 
Scholarship Finalists, these finalists will 
be announced February of 2015. 

Semifinalist Claire Hinther said she 
"was really excited to hear that I was a 
semifinalist, since it's quite an honor and 
it can be really helpful for getting schol
arships, especially if you make it to the 

of the top 50,000 
PSAT scores in 
the country. From 
there, 16,000 
semi-finalists are 
chosen each of 
whom were the 
highest scoring 

lilt's quite an honor and it 
can be really helpful for 
getting scholarships." 

finalist level." 
Semifinalist Sean 
Lodmell had a 
similar reaction 
saying, "It felt 
pretty good, but 
it was pretty sur
prising." As for 

-Semifinalist Claire Hinther 

students in their respective states. 
The other 34,000 who do not reach the 

semifinalist level still receive letters of 
commemoration and can still be awarded 
sponsored scholarships from businesses 
and corporations. At least one semi
finalist is chosen from each state to be the 
representative. 

After the semi-finalists have received 
this honor, they must apply to become a 
National Merit Scholar finalist which is 
decided by the Finalist's academic record, 
information about the school's curri-
cula and grading system, two sets of test 
scores, the high school official's written 
recommendation, information about the 
student's activities and leadership, al'}d an 
essay by the finalist. 

Depending on the school, these 

their college plans, Hinther said that she 
plans on double majoring in music and 
either international relations or political 
science, however she still isn't sure where 
she will end up. "I don't know yet what 
I'm going to do next year. I'm auditioning 
on piano and trumpet at several different 
colleges." said Hinther. Lodmell said the 
news of him receiving the honor has not 
drastically altered his college plans. He 
continues to look at Reed College in Port
land, OR, and his dream school would be 
Stanford, although, "It is certainly a reach 
school for me, so we'll see what happens." 
he said. 

This process now begins all over again 
for the future 2015 semifinalists and 
finalists with the PSAT that took place on 
Oct. 15, for juniors across the country. 
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