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• . Hell gate Welcomes Lost Boy, John Dau 
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Dylan MacArthur-Waltz Hellgate, and the 

C Ed
. Missoula community, 

ontent 1tor . . 
were pnvlleged to 

welcome speaker John Dau on Oct. 9. 
Dau, who now works as an inspirational 

speaker, is one of the "Lost Boys" of Sudan, a 
group of predominantly young men who were 
displaced from their homes in southern Sudan 
by militants from northern Sudan. Dau, and the 
more than 27,000 other "Lost Boys", spent more 
than three years traversing East Africa before 
finding a more permanent home in a refugee 
camp in Kenya. Some of the "Lost Boys" were 
later invited to immigrate to the United States, 
and, through this program, Dau was first intro
duced to the US. 

After immigrating to the US at age 26, Dau 
worked a series of odd jobs before beginning 
work as a speaker. Today, he directs and fund
raises for two nonprofit organizations, the John 
Dau Foundation and the South Sudan Institute. 

The John Dau foundation runs a clinic in the 
new country of South Sudan; local eye doctor 
Roger Furlough volunteered at the clinic. This 
connection would eventually lead Dau, a widely 
renowned speaker, to Missoula. 

While Dau admitted to the many horrors of 
lif;as a refugee, he emphasized that his early 
life in Sudan, immersed in the culture, he was 
happy. As a small child, he tended his family's 
livestock and kept them safe. "Hyenas attack 

John Dau speaks in the Hellgate 
Auditorium. Photo by jackson 
Parker 

cows, lions attack cows, it is on you (as a small 
child)" said Dau. Dau also emphasized the im
portance of stories in the culture of South Sudan. 

"Our stories are not like your stories. They have 
a clear moral value," said Dau. He said that these 
moral stories are discussed and continually 
evolve in the oral tradition of South Sudan. 

His happy life, however, was shattered by the 
conflict between Arab, Muslim north Sudan and 
African, Christian south Sudan. After fighters 
from the North raided his small village, Dau fled 
East with a neighbor. He lost all connection to 
his family over the following years, and eventu
ally ended up in the Kenyan refugee camp with 
nearly 27,000 other boys and girls after three 
years and incredible challenges. "Some of the 
boys died of starvation, of thir~t, of wild animals. 
I chewed grass like a cow to survive. Very dif
ficult to survive," said Dau. 

As an inspirational speaker, Dau emphasized 
that whatever challenges the members of the 
audience were facing, they ~auld be persistent. 
Dau said: "I have seen things I can never forget. 
But I never gave up," and attributed his own 
success to perseverance in the face of difficulty. 
Dau gave a special message to the 500+ high 
school students in the audience Thursday. 
"Respect, respect, respect. It is the number 
one thing. Be respectful and you will be okay," 
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