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4 Editorials 
Dress Affects School Atmosphere Fear: One Heck of a Drug 
JeremyHeng 
Letter to the Editor 

Dress 
codes have 

been the subject of recent con
troversy at our school and others 
around the state. Opponents of 
dress codes, which usually ban 
suggestive, offensive, or unpro
fessional clothing, argue that 
dress codes degrade the value of 
the individual by limiting their 
freedom of expression. I disagree 
with these statements and oth
ers like it. Dress codes don't take 
away self-expression. People can 
still dress how they want as long 
as they dress appropriately for 
a school environment. A school, 
because it is a school, is a place 
for us to learn history, math, sci
ence, and other academic sub
jects to prepare us for our future 
careers and college. With this 
purpose in mind, school should 
have a professional atmosphere 
so that we can learn effectively. 

·. When people wear distract
ing outfits that are attention 
grabbing or offensive, it changes 
the atmosphere of school from 
professional to lazy. Dress codes 
also teach students, to a certain 
extent, how to dress for future 
jobs and interviews. Almost all 
jobs require ·employees to dress 
in an appropriate manner and 
many require employees to wear 
a uniform. If a person showed up 
to a job wearing unprofessional 
or exposing clothing, they could 
risk being fired from their job. 

I also want to discuss the ben-
efits of having school uniforms. In 
most Asian countries, such as Chi
na, Japan, and Singapore, public 
schools require students to wear 
uniforms; and these three coun
tries have some of the best edu-

In the hierarchy of news stories, stories 
about disease would exist in some subter
ranean nightmare of nobody wanting to 
read about them. there is an exception to 
this however: if the disease is exceptionally 
deadly. The truth of Ebola is that it's sexy, 
really sexy. People want to wr~te about it 
because it has a 70% kill rate and makes 

cational systems, standards, and Cy Burchenal . 
-"--------. you bleed out of everywhere. A story hke 

performances on the globe. Even Assistant Editorial5 Ed1tor that captures the attention of a reader and 
though uniforms are not the only holds it. Disease scares people because it preys on ancient, basic ter-
cause of such high educational rors. people love to be scared, and deadly disease ranks among the 
performance, there is a definite highest echelon of terror. 
link between the two. If everyone Ebola as a disease is not that great. It doesn't work well as an organ-
looks the same and wears the ism, it is imperfect. The common cold is near perfect as far as diseases 
same things, it removes the social go. It spreads very easily and does not kill the host as easily. There's a 
implications of being different. reason that more people have died of the Flu than Ebola. People forget 
With school uniforms, everyone is that the goal of a disease is not to kill the host, it just wants to spread 
equal in a sense that people won't and reproduce. Death is an u~wanted side effect ~f ebola, and nobody 
be discriminated against because regrets that more than ebola Itself. One of the mam reasons Ebola out
th 'd 't 1 k d th breaks will never be that big is the fact that it kills people too fast. The 

ey on, 00 as goo as ano - dead (for the most part) don't spread disease that well. 
er person. . The first world's perception ofEbola is far more grand and intimi-

School umforms also remove dating than the reality. Nothing scares people more than a disease that 
the economic statuses associated makes you bleed from every orifice then kills you. There is no cure 
with certain clothing. Uniforms for Ebola, that's true. However the basic disease prevention measures 
would also enhance school spirit are, and have always been, the best method of not getting sick. Any 
and pride because we would be idiot will tell you that you shouldn't touch someone elses blood, vomit, 
representing our school and, with feces, semen or anything else that you can squeeze out of a human be
that in mind, students might have ing. Ebola is transmitted by contact with the prior mentioned fluids. 
a greater sense of responsibility The true threat fr,om Ebola is its stealthy nature. Ebola has an incu-
over their behavior and actions. bation period of2-21 days. There are many dissagrements wether or 
Uniforms would also contribute not the host has the ability to infect others. After the symptoms begin, 

to the professional atmosphere 
that a student needs in order to 
learn effectively. Given the bene
fits of school uniforms and stron
ger dress codes, perhaps Hellgate 
should consider implementing 
stricter dress policies and/ or 
school uniforms. 

the host is highly visible and infectious. This is why it's so important to 
prevent the initial infection, because it hides when you're looking for 
it. 

I'm not saying Ebola isn't scary, it's just not the second coming of 
Satan as some believe. Ebola should be given a certain level of respect 
in its abilities. We have to accept the fact that we may now live in a 
world where Ebola exists in the United States. This is not the end of 
the world, stay calm. Ebola is less contagious than a cold. Keep that in 
mind. 
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