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"I decided I was 
a feminist and this 
seemed uncompli

cated to me. But my recent research has 
shown me that feminism has become an 
unpopular word. Apparently I am among 
the ranks of women whose expressions 
are seen as too strong, too aggressive, 
isolating, anti-men, and unattractive. 
For the record, feminism by definition is: 
'The belief that men and women should 
have equal rights and opportunities. It is 
the theory of the political, economic and 
social equality of the sexes. '" 

As the UN Global Goodwill Ambas
sador, Emma Watson delivered a heartfelt 
speech to share her simple, easy-to-grasp 
thoughts about global gender equality at 
the He for She Conference. Gender equal
ity is an issue with a seemingly simple 
solution: all genders and sexualities are 
treated equally, as human beings. While 
the definition of "feminism" is tossed 
around, debated, and hated, Emma Watson 
felt the need to clarify the most basic defi
nition of the word, unfortunately receiving 
appalling backlash. 

Living in a country of free speech 
and press, everyone has an opinion and 
everyone has an opinion worth sharing. 
While this is a natural right that should 
not be altered or infringed upon, it unfor
tunately encourages each aspiring writer, 
blogger, and journalist to present the next 
groundbreaking, revolutionary idea that 
will spread like fire. Originality is difficult. 
Creative analysis of an issue, in a way 
that is easy to comprehend, is difficult. 
Many writers, therefore, feel the need to 

pick apart the tiniest details of a speech, 
a human, or an issue to prove their point 
and write their game changing, revolution
ary article. Collectively, society currently 
stresses constant awareness of social 
issues and current events in the name of 
eventual progress. Unfortunately, the level 
of participation, debate, backlash, and new 
ideas inadvertently shifts societal focus to 
awareness of issues, rather than the issues 
themselves. 

"I liave reafizecf tliat fig liting for 
women's rig/its lias too often 6e

come synonymous witli man-liating. 
If tliere is one tliing I (now for 

certain, it is tliat tliis lias to stop. " 
-P.mma Watson 

In response to Emma Watson's speech, 
Cathy Young of Time wrote that Watson 
had absolutely no right to say that men 
should join the fight for gender equality, 
because she was speaking at the HE for 
SHE conference, implying that the con
ference stresses men for women's rights, 
and women's rights only. She wrote that 
because of the title of the conference, 
feminism lacks the required attention to 
men's issues as well, even though Watson 
specifically defined feminism as an issue 
of both genders. Andrea Peyser of the New 
York Post complained that Watson has the 
completely wrong idea because she vocal
ized "equal rights and opportunities," but 
said nothing about equal responsibilities. 

These two criticisms of the speech 
focus on miniscule, arguably irrelevant 

details to back their claims, bringing real
ism vs. idealism to the issues. In an ideal 
world, the "He for She" Conference would 
have been titled as a different catchy 
slogan along the lines of "Both Genders 
for Both Genders," and Watson would 
have included the word "responsibili-
ties" in her speech, along with every other 
word pertaining to gender roles. In the 
real world, however, everything is flawed. 
Sexism, racism, homophobia, etc. can be 
analyzed from most situations if one tries 
hard enough. 

While examining current issues, each 
side of a debate can pick apart wording 
and tiny errors forever, drawing out an 
issue and creating petty argument. Writ
ers, striving to make names for them
selves, can write nit-picky articles with 
their excitingly groundbreaking opinions 
analyzing someone else's analysis of -
an issue. Both of these things, however, 
hinder change. While everyone wants to 
appear an intelligent, analytical, opinion
ated thinker, the emphasis on this ideology 
shifts attention away from what's really 
important. When awareness and personal 
opinion about an issue become more im
portant than the actual issue itself, society 
can not progress. Emma Watson gave an 
extremely simple, understandable speech 
and was torn apart for a casual word 
choice by people who claimed they were 
on her side about gender equality. While 
arguing any side of a debate, it is impor
tant that individuals remember to take a 
step back to make sure their argument has 
a legitimate fo1mdation. 
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