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FERGUSON AND THE FOURTH 
Cy Burchenal For weeks there 

Assistant Editorials Editor was madness in the 
streets of Ferguson, 
Missouri. A black 

teenager was shot by a white policeman, and the 
entire affair exploded in a modern retelling of 
Helter Skelter. Martial law declared, days of rioting, 
court case pending. This grotesque series of events, 
when properly assembled, creates a fickle and 
attractive news story. Many questions are being 
asked regarding the shooting of Michael Brown, 
such as the growing militarism of police in Ameri
ca, the racial divide between cops and citizens, and 
the dwindling popularity of the police. The ques
tion we should be asking, however, is: what is the 
role of media in crime and punishment? 

To answer this question you need to first know 
about something called the- Fourth Estate. The 
Fourth Estate is an English term used to describe 

media as a watchdog. The other three estates are 
houses of parliament. These three estates pass the 
laws, while the fourth estate, the media, r,egulates 
the decisions of other three by making the public 
aware of what's going down. A good example of 
this would be Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein 
cracking the story of the Watergate scandal, and 
thereby forcing Nixon's resignation. I believe that 
the Fourth is as important to a democracy as right 
to a fair trial, more so even. I think that the Found
ing Fathers recognized the importance of the press, 
and made provisions for it in the First Amendment. 
The idea is that if the government does something 
they shouldn't, the media will tell everyone, and 
then the electorate can demand change. 

As soon as the media started covering Ferguson, _ 
the police crackdown became less about action, 
and more about show. Before the media had its 
eyes on Missouri, the police were taking direct 

ESTATE 
action to stop the protests. The police toned down 
their tactics because they believed they would 
appear brutal. Now that the media has moved on 
to more attractive topics, most notably the group 
known as ISIS, the police have returned to the mo
dus operandi they used before the media firestorm. 
If police tactics are too sketchy to be viewed by the 
media, what does that tell you about the people 
practicing them? 

The Fourth Estate is an indispensable asset, but 
it is fragile. It requires attention to topics that many 
don't want to know about. If 24 hour news outlets 
like Fox and MSNBC focused as much on pending 
legislative items as they did on cats in trees and 
coverage of the new iPhone, think of what the elec
torate could do. We need to demand less entertain
ment from our journalists, and more actual news. 
While Ferguson may no longer be entertaining, it is 
still news. 
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Mayzie S aver It's that time of year. Golden leaves cnmch un- in their science and math classes younger and younger, but the current 
Editorials Editor der chilled toes and high school seniors shiver with paradigm shift in American education as placing less value in an undergradu

coffee jitters and wear under-eye circles. It's college ate degree. An undergraduate degree is becoming the new, really expensive 
application season. The race begins. version of a high school diploma. Students are emotionally hurting them-

College acceptance has become culmination of growing up in our culture; selves in efforts to get into a good undergraduate school, when undergrad 
it's the ultimate goal. The final gold star sticker to wear with pride, and the just doesn't matter as much as it once did. For example, Lewis Black, the 
epitome of a parenting job well done. This season marks the end game for hilariously talented playwrighter for The Daily Show, went to a small North 
every AP /IB class, foreign language attempt, volunteer opportunity, excruci- Carolina community college for his undergraduate degree. Because of his 
ating instrument practice, and sports involvement that made up a childhood. hard work and talent as a writer during undergrad, he went on to the pres-
College acceptance looms as the justification for the hours upon hours of tigious Yale School of Drama for his master's degree. In a world in which an 
meaningless worksheets, rewritten essays, chemical formulas, and glossed- undergraduate education is treated like a high school diploma, high school 
over books. From an early age, we are taught that colleges will take nothing becomes treated like middle school. Rather than focus on pleasing under-
but the best. In order to succeed in this world, we must grow by molding graduate administrations, students should channel efforts toward pleasing 
ourselves into the perfect versions of students that colleges want to admit. themselves. 
Essentially, we grow up to please university administration. Hellgate is a school known for artistic opportunity, but with the imple-

With the added sophomore math credit at Hellgate High School, under- mentation of International Baccalaureate, students feel pressured to load 
classmen are pressured to take heavier workloads with emphasis on math their schedules to meet graduation requirements and please Universities. Art 
and science, with the reassuring, "it's not about your GPA, but about the classes in our school are very gradually being phased out by math and sci-
difficulty of your classes." Colleges are sending the message that they want ence, because we're told we live in a math and science world. Many graduat-
students to feel stress build-up, to struggle, only to graduate into four more ing seniors have never taken a Hellgate art class because of the pressure to I 
years of stress build-up and struggle. Freshmen and sophomores double up add academic bling to resumes. In an education system decreasing the value 
on math and science, missing out on potential artistic opportunities. Adoles- of an undergraduate degree, high school should transition into a period of 
cents are packing their schedules with academic rigor, without leaving room time for the exploration of interests, rather than impressing administration. 
to explore interests and life skills. It's that time of year when crimson leaves are falling and students are do-

ing too much. The college race begins, but do the results really matter? 


