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10 A & E 
Missoula Reads The Things 

O'Brien gives a speech (Photo courtesy of 
Marilyn Knapp Litt 2002). 

Sophia Therriault Throughout the month 
A&E Editor of October, Missoula was 

buzzing with the Missoula 
Public Library's Big Read event. The Big Read consisted 
of a keynote presentation and radio show on KBGA by 
author Tim O'Brien, and his novel, The Things They Car
ried, and many smaller happenings. O'Brien's lecture, 
co-sponsored by the University of Montana, was a part 
of the President's Lecture Series. 

Things kicked into gear on Sept. 20 at the Clark Fork 
Market with the book display and distribution. Further 
events included Altered Books, where Missoulians of all 
ages rescued books from being thrown away into works 
of art, Dance at the Top Hat, where the Rocky Moun
tain Ballet Theater performed two of their pieces, and 
a local reading by author Gary Cook at the Union Club. 
O'Brien's appearance on KUFM and his Keynote in the 

They Carried 
Dennison Theater were followed by a book discussion of 
the Big Read title, and a live performance by a local mu
sician, Bob Wire, at Draught Works, to raise money for 
the Valor House, a house for veterans that are without 
a home. In all, 73 events were featured around the Big 
Read of Missoula. 

The Things They Carried, the Big Read Book, is a 
compelling novel, narrated by O'Brien about the Viet
nam war, and the soldiers' experiences. The title refers 
not only to the amount of objects each man held, but 
also the intangible things that weighed on each man's 
conscience. 

"In one sense, it's about the Vietnam War, but it's 
also about storytelling, how stories rule our lives, how 
they're told and retold as we look for an elusive truth," 
said O'Brien. 

Andrew Jackson Jihad: Up and Coming Tunes 
Jackson Parker People look for different things in music, but a factor often 

Edi-tor in Chief overlooked is authenticity. It's not something that lends itself to 
Platinum; Leonard Cohen and Bob Dylan weren't exactly "popu

lar" in their primes. Andrew Jackson Jihad is not popular, by any stretch. None of their 
songs on Youtube have more than a million views, they're not played on the radio. 
Though not as little known as some of their contemporaries like Ghost Mice and Jeffrey 
Lewis, they're still far from fame. But that's probably a boon, as the best art is usually 
made in a vaccum of a popularity. Andrew Jackson Jihad is among those few artists 
with the graceful ability to find your hurts, the thoughts you don't tell anyone, and say 
"Yeah I have those too." An ability that creates lifelong fans, if farflung ones. 

Part of the reason for the selective audiences, is the wide array of bizarre responses 
people have to their music. I played the song "Human Kittens" for my English class 
once to try and teach my fellow students about irony. I failed, but it was pretty amazing 
to see how some people looked horrified by the lines "and the kittens were murdered, 
full of their brothers and sisters" and others were cracking up. Both were completely 
correct with their emotional responses. The song is funny, and horrifying. A fine line 
AFF treads as wieldy as cigarette addicted acrobats. Which is to say well, but in a way 
that's not always the most pretty. 

The lyrics are a mix of Bukowski and Woody Guthrie; their sound ranges from grun
ge to folk. It's the versatility that makes them stand above so many other acts. They 
can make kuzoos sound angry, they can turn Temple Grandin into a verb. They can 
make songs that make you want to throw things and yell at adults, but also get your 
self together. They can lead you towards a very bleak brink, but before it turns really 
bad, they'll pull you back and tidy you up and tell you how to be a better human being. 
Sean Bonnette, the songwriter/singer ofthe band, works primarily as a social worker 
helping homeless teenagers. But he's also a skateboarding stoner who grew up poor, 
not knowing his dad. Instead of wallowing, he encourages taking action. It evokes an
ger, seancing a langauge of punk that's grown up and become the man. But it doesn't 
dawdle at the bad parts or go "Hey idiot you're living a lie!" It's the better message of 
being aware, and knowing we're all just people, and we should try to be as nice to each 
other as we can, because who knows if there's anything more than this. It's a produc-

tive angst, a kind athiesm. 
And it shows in the music, this juxtaposition of good and bad, in songs like you don't 

deserve yourself. It begins with the lyrics "I will take your teeth. But I'll hold out for a 
while, if you please. I'll make you fall asleep, even if you're not tired." and ends with 
the line "you need to love yourself." And in the apex of the song, when he confess
yells, "I have seen, the darkest heart of humanity" you believe him. But whereas a lot 
of hiphop would say next "so take a ton of drugs" and most of pop would say "dance 
your pretty asses off!" Andrew Jackson Jihad says in the next line "and I truly believe 
we are capable of good as well." He uses imagery of cocaine-addled students and girls 
who cough up crows, "cancer and murder and herpes and AIDS" but the message is 
never hopeless. It tells you to have fun and go 
crazy, but to be kind and respectful as 
you do it. "Welcome to this world 
have as much fun as you'd like, 
while helping others have as 
much fun as you're having. 
Be kind to those you love, 
and be kind to those you 
don't, But for God's sake 
you gotta be kind. And 
respectful because, we're 
all one soul. Be the best 
f*****g humans you 
can be." A message that 
will never be as popular 
as "Yeah it's pretty clear, I 
ain't no size two, But I can 
shake it, shake it like I'm sup
posed to do". But will hopefully 
outlast it. 

I I 


