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CROSSTOWN VOLLEYBALL: 
Sentinel beats Hellgate to take city championship 

Bo Kendall On 
Assistant Sports Editor Thursday, 

Oct. 23, 
the Hell

gate Knights volleyball team met the 
Sentinel Spartans in a crosstown 
matchup with a lot on the line. The 
game was. the highly anticipated 
rematch of the Sept. 30 five game 
thriller from earlier this year. That 
first match from was one of the most 
entertaining and dramatic volleyball 
matches played in Montana so far 
this year, and fans of both times 
couldn't wait for the rematch. Both 
teams were also really eager to hit 
the court for that rivalry matchup. 
Hellgate wanted to prove that their 

. victory wasn't a fluke and that they 
are truly the more dominant team, 
while Sentinel wanted to prove 
that Hellgate's victory in marathon 
fashion was more of a matter of 
luck. The September matchup was 
hosted by Hellgate, in front of a 
large crowd for bQth sides. The 
October match up was hosted at 
Sentinel's gym. 

On Thursday, Oct. 23, Sentinel 
was able to ·get some much needed 
revenge and peat Hellgate in a 
clean sweep. The Knights kept 
the first game close, by only losing 
25-23, but then things went downhill 
from there. "This was just a bump 
in the road and we have to past it," 
said senior Rachel Martens. "We 
have a lot of volleyball left to play, 
and need to focus on our next two 
games against Glacier and Capital." 
Martens and the rest of the tea 'iTt 
recognize that they can play better 
than they did against Sentinel the 
second time. 

With the loss at Sentinel's gym on 
Oct. 24, both Hellgate and Senti
nel's records are at 5-5. Both teams 
are vying for high seeding in their 
playoff games, and would definitely 
love to have a home play-in game. 

The game also featured two of the 
most statistically efficient players 
in the Western half of the state this 
year, Hellgate's senior middle hitter 
Rachel Martens, and Sentinel's se
nior setter Tian Harrington. Martens 
is one of the most efficient hitters 
in the state, while Harrington is one 
of the most efficient servers and 
setters. 

The Sept. 30 classic has been 
a very critical game for both teams 
this year. Sentinel won the first set, 
but Hellgate came back to win the 
next two. Hellgate gained a lead of 
14-3 in the fourth set, and the game 
seemed over. But then Sentinel 
went on an unbelievable run, and 
won the set 30-28, forcing a fifth set. 
Hellgate was able to regain the suc
cess they had earlier and take the 
match. Although it was a devastat
ing loss for Sentinel, both teams 
were able to take away positives 
from the matchup. When explain
ing how the team was able to come 
back from a 14-3 deficit, Sentinel 
senior Tian Harrington said "we 
looked at one another and realized 
we were better than we were play
ing. It was definitely a team effort." 
But then the fifth set was a huge let 
down, and Hellgate played a really 
good game. "They served tough 
and we just weren't able to get our 
footing." As for Hellgate, being able 
to regain their composure and go on 
to win the fifth set was a huge step 
forward for the team. "That game 
was a turning point in our season. It 
was a huge momentum boos.t and 
helped us realize that we could be 
one of the top teams in the state" 
said Rachel Martens. 

For Sentinel volleyball, led by a 
strong senior class including Tian 
Harrington, revenge was sweet, 
as they lost a heartbreaking match 
but followed it up with a dominant 
victory. 

ATHLETE OF THE ISSUE: 
Peter Byrne 

Bo Kendall 
Assistant Sports Editor 

Peter Byrne, Hellgate's junior 
boys varsity goaltender, has had 
an extremely impressive first sea
son as starting goalie. Throughout· 
12 regular season games, the 
Knight's defense has been almost 
impenetrable, allowing only 6 
goals, to a record ofl0-1-1. Byrne 
has been a major part of this im
pressive record, with 7 shutouts 
(the all-time school record is 8 
shutouts in a single season.) 

Byrne hasn't done it all by him
self, however. As with any suc
cessful soccer goalie, his success 
is in part due to Hellgate's talent
ed and coh{!sive defense. Some of 
those talented defensive starters 
for the Knights are outside backs 
junior Peter Vandam and senior 
Andrew Baldridge, as well as 
center backs junior Brody Kendall 
and senior Jonathon Taylor. Byrne 
is thankful for the awesome play 
of his defenders this season, and 
credits a lot of his success to their 
strong play keeping the ball away 
from the goalie. "Jon, Brody and 
I are all really good friends off 
the field as well, which definitely 
helps us communicate better 
and helps us work together on 
the field." The result has been an 
incredible defensive effort this 
season. 

The members of the class 
2016 of the Hellgate team have 
been playing Strikers together 
for almost the entirety of their 
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club careers, and getting the #1 
seed has been the culmination of 
all their hard Work and gaining 
chemistry by playing together. 
"We have played together at the 
club level for basically our whole 
lives, and now it's finally fall-
ing into place at the high school 
level, which has been our main 
goal throughout our careers," 
said Byrne. Although the class of 
2016 isn't the oldest on the team, 
they have still been able to play 
a major role on the 2014 Knights 
varsity team that was able to get 
the number one seed in west 
and become city champs. The 
number one seed from the east is 
Bozeman, with a record of9-1-2. 
This team has also had the most 
potent offense in the state, and 
has scored 51 goals this year to 
Hellgate's 24. The matchup that 
everyone will be hoping to see at 
state soccer 2014 in Great Falls 
will be the unstoppable force that 
is the Bozeman offense versus the 
immovable object in the Heilgate 
Knights defense, led by goalie 
Peter Byrne. 
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