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• History Teacher Spearheads Curling at Hellgate 
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Bo Kendall A new, less well-known 

Assistant Sports Editor activity emerging at 
Hellgate is the honorable 

sport that is curling. Curling, a game that came 
down to America from the great white north. The 
sport is old news in Canada, and slowly but surely, 
curling is beginning to make an impact at Hellgate 
High School. A big reason for the growth being the 
efforts of Ms. Young, a native Canadian and history 
teacher at Hellgate. She has been very enthusiastic 
in her encouraging of He ligate students to start par
ticipating. "I grew up in Canada curling. I curled on 
a high school curling team in Alberta. I'm interested 
in supporting curling in Missoula because I just 
want to pass on the good experiences I've had." 

Curling is an Olympic sport that few Americans 
recognize, and is played by sliding weighted stones 
across ice to hit a target. It's similar to shuffleboard 
or bocce ball, in that players can knock opponents 
stones out of the way to ensure that their stones 
are closer. The basic idea of the game is to get more 
stones closer to the target than the opposing team. 

Curling is starting to gain recognition in Mis
soula, and the Missoula Curling Club was started 
in 2011. Due to efforts to people like Ms. Young, 

curling has been played by members of all 
three Missoula high schools. Hellgate has its 

. very own team that participates in the Rec 
league at Glacier Ice Rink, made up ofJack
son McElroy, Finn Mikkola, Kellen Szalda
Petree and skip Ian McKay (skip is just the 
curling way to say team captain). During a 
curling throw, one player actually throws the 
stone, while one player serves as the spotter, 
and the other two me~pbers sweep to help 
control the stones speed. Throughout the 
match, all the players rotate through all the 
different positions. 

Hellgate was the first Missoula high 
school to have a team in the Missoula Rec 
league, but is the only high school to not 

The members of Hellgate's curling team, from left 
to. right: Ian McKay, Jackson McElroy, Kellen Szalda
Petree, and Finn Mikkola (Photo courtesy of Led a 
Colledge) 

have made curling available to PE classes at some 
point. PE stud·ents at Sentinel and Big Sky have 
had the opportunity to go and learn to curl a~ some 
point, and Ms. Young believes this is critical to the . 
growth of the sport. She believes that if students 
just try out the game, they will enjoy it and want to 
continue to participate. "It's been a lot of fun for 
the students who have tried it so far. Eventually 
the goal is to have enough younger players so high 

schools can compete against each other like any 
other school sport. The first step is just for students 
to try it out." 

_Students interested in trying curling can talk to 
Ms. Young or check out www.missoulacurlingclub . 
com. Also, Ms. Young has been known to offer extra 
credit to students that try curling, so if any of you 
are having trouble getting the grade you want in 
history class, or are looking for a new winter activ
ity, curling could be the sport for you. 

FCS Continues to Capture Attention of College Football World 
Zach Strauch 

As iqost college football enthusiasts and analysts ponder Sports Editor 
which FBS teams will make it into the College Football Playoff 

this winter, some are beginning to pay more attention to the FCS circuit. People 
around the game of college football have started to regard the FCS with more 
respect recently, because the division has sent numerous players on to the NFL, 
and because several FCS teams have been able to pull off upsets of FBS schools; an 
uncommon trend for most of college football history. 

The FBS (Football Bowl Subdivision) consists of mostly larger schools that com
pete for various bowl slots that are divvied out at the conclusion of the season. NFL 
scouts and team personnel have developed a philosophy that FBS players translate 
to the NFL on a more consistent basis because of the level of competition players 
are presented with in the FBS as compared to the smaller FCS (Football Champion
ship Subdivision) schools. This strategy has worked well for NFL scouts and team 
personnel, yielding players like Denver Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning 
(Tennessee) and Indianapolis Colts quarterback Andrew Luck (Stanford): Obviously 
there are many, many, more players in the NFL that are alumni of FBS schools that 
are not mentioned above but the underlying point is that most great players in the 
NFL are derived from FBS schools. · 

The FCS has been largely overlooked not only by the NFL, but the FBS.aJso. 
Historically, FBS programs have dominated FCS schools in head-to-head matchups 

with every FBS team having a record over .500 against FCS schools. FCS schools like 
North Dakota State are trying to change their perception of being an easy opponent 
by knocking off FBS schools Kansas State and Iowa State in back-to-back seasons. 
National media ls also starting to take notice of these schools. College Gameday, 
which is a show that is broadcast on ESPN every Saturday morning from the site 
of a landmark game in the college football landscape, has regularly been filmed at 
an FBS school until last season, when the program visited Fargo, ND to cover North 
Dakota State's game against Delaware State. The telecast made a second consecu
tive trip to the Fargo this season for North Dakota State's victory against The 
University of Incarnate Word of San Antonio, TX, marking the first time the show 
has made a trip to an FCS school for two consecutive seasons. Notable players in 
the NFL that played at FCS schools include Dallas Cowboys quarterback Tony Romo 
(Eastern Illinois) and Chicago Bears defensive end Jared Allen (Idaho State). 

While the FBS still holds the upper hand in most people's opinion, the FCS is 
certainly gainfng respect among NFL talent evaluators and FBS schools. It should be 
fascinating to see how both divisions of coHege f11otbaH evolve over the next several 
years. We already have proof in'players like Ronid and Allen that FC!> players can . 
succeed at the NFL level. W;ill we continue to se~ an increase in FCSp)ayers drafted 
to the NFL? Or will the FB5 continue to see more of their players headed to the next 
level? It will be interestin? to keep an eye on over the next several seasons how 
both of these trends play o~t. · : · ' 1 

• ' 

1·. ~! f1>· 


