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Just four months after the San Antonio Spurs 
claimed their fifth championship in franchise history, 
one of the most anticipated NBA regular seasons 

to date is set to commence. It was almost a given that last year's title 
would be decided between San Antonio and Miami, but this season will 
prove tougher to predict as several key players switched teams and a 
number of intriguing new coaching hires were made that could poten
tially impact playoff seeding come April. 

The offseason was highlighted by Lebron James electing to opt out 
of his contract with the Miami Heat and return to his former team, the 
Cleveland Cavaliers. This move, coupled with the acquisition of peren
nial all-star Kevin Love from Minnesota, will likely vault Cleveland into 
the top seed in the eastern conference. On the Miami side of the story, 
the loss of James is devastating to any hopes of repeating as Eastern 
Conference champions due to the fact that the team relied heavily on 
his consistent offensive production and ability to distribute the ball as 
well as his capabilities defensively, where his efforts earned his being 
named to the NBA All-defensive second team this past season. James 
has shown that one individual player can indeed have a substantial 
impact on the final playoff seeding. 

tonio's aspirations to repeat as Western Conference champions include 
the Los Angeles Clippers, who feature one of the league's top point 
guards in Chris Paul, and a duo of big men in Blake Griffin and DeAndre 
Jordan that are some ofthe top post players in the game. The Portland 
Trail Blazers also will prove a tough obstacle for Western Conference 
teams as they look to continue the success oflast season where they 
posted a 54-28 record. Portland showcases one of the best power for
wards in the game in LaMarcus Aldridge, who averaged 23 points and 
11 rebounds last season while also exhibiting one of the most stable 
backcourts in the league with veteran shooting guard Wesley Matthews 
and a hallmark point guard in Damian Lillard. 

The upcoming NBA season will undoubtedly be one to keep an eye 
on. It will be interesting to see how LeBron James performs in his 
revitalized role with Cleveland and how Miami will fare without him 
in their lineup. Will James lead Cleveland to their first title in franchise 
history? Or will San Antonio repeat as champions for the first time un
der head coach Gregg Popovich? Or will another team come out of the 
woodwork and claim the title? 

The loss of another valuable player, Paul George 
of the Indiana Pacers, may also affect final playoff 
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seeding. George suffered several bone fractures in his WESTERN CONFERENCE EASTERN CONFERENCE 
right leg while playing for team U.S.A in an exhibition 
match for the FIBA World Cup of Basketball in August, 
an injury that will likely result in George missing 
the entire upcoming season. George was expected to 
carry much of the scoring onus for Indiana after the 
team lost talented shooting guard Lance Stephenson 
to the Charlotte Hornets in free agency. Indiana was 
supposed to be one of the top four teams in the east
ern conference, but George's injury is causing many to 
wonder if Indiana can even make it to the postseason 
at all. 

In the Western Conference, this season is expected 
to be much like the last season. San Antonio is the 
clear favorite to represent the conference in the NBA 
Finals. They boast a powerful trio of players in Manu 
Ginobili, Tony Parker, and Tim Duncan who have won 
the most postseason games of any three combined 
players in NBA history. The biggest threats to San An-
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