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"Divestment" 
ment 

continued from have 

page 1 said that 
universi

ties' endowments are political 
chips, but rather ways for the 
institutions to fund scholar
ships, facilities, and staff. By 
divesting from fossil fuels, 
they argue, universities are 

movements 
many other univ~rsities, 
including our own University 
of Montana. There have been 
notable exceptions to these 
early successes of the divest
ment movement, however. 
The presidents of Harvard, 
Brown, and Yale have de
clined students' requests to 
divest; Harvard's President 

caving in to 
unwarranted 
political 
pressure and 
damaging 
their own buy
ing ability. 

"Many universities 
around the country 
have already divested 
from fossil fuels." 

Drew Gilpin 
Faust said, 
"The en
dowmentis 
a resource, 
not an in
strumentto 

Despite 
these concerns, many uni
versities around the country 
have already divested from 
fossil fuels and many more 
seem poised to do so. As of 
October, Stanford Univer-
sity has divested the biggest 
endowment (18 billion), and 
11 other, smaller institutions 
have divested completely 
from fossil fuels. Divestment 

impel social 
or political change:' 

Closer to home, University 
of Montana president Royce 
Engstrom has been reluctant 
to consider divesting, suggest
ing that such a move would 
unnecessarily alienate UM 
from the fossil fuels industry. 

Although divestment has 
encountered some difficulties 

the movement 

News 
success 

tions. Companies, churches, 
and individuals have also 
divested, often choosing to 
reinvest in industries they 
consider to be more socially 
responsible. Notably, Peter 
O'Neill, the head of the Rocke
feller family, recently divested 
a total of 60 million from the 
fossil fuel industry. Rockefell
er, quoted in The Guardian, 
said about the decision to 
reinvest his oil magnate great
great-grandfather's fortUne: 
"We are quite convinced that 
if he were alive today, as an 
astute businessman looking 
out to the future, he would be 
moving out of fossil fuels and 
investing in clean, renewable 
energy." 

Whatever one's opinion on 
the fossil fuels industry, the 
divestment movement is part 
of today' s university land
scape, and one that seems 
only to be gaining momen
tum. 

"Heating" continued 
from page 1 

as 
Missoula County 
Public Schools 
(MCPS) is trying to 

temperature in s. 

implement a 21st century technology initia
tive, what measures are needed to improve 
heating systems from last century? 

Industrial Technology Instructor Brian 
Hoover said, "21st century schools begin 
with creating a comfortable 
environment for learning. 
New windows and better air 
circulation throughout the 
building could create a bet
ter environment for learning 
and cut down on energy 
costs." 
This logic makes sense, as 

it requires much more en
ergy (and therefore, money) 
to run individual fans and 
space heaters like many 

It is certainly a time-consuming and 
expensive process to implement all of these 
changes, but one that is clearly warranted. 
In the long run the changes would be better 
for students, staff, and MCPS as they would 
conserve energy and money while providing 
a comfortable environment for teachers and 
students. 
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