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Hellgate Musicians Acce·pted To All.-National Band Competition 
Olivja Adams The National Association for 

News Editor Music Education (NA:fME) All-
National Honor Ensembles only accepts the best 
musicians in the nation to participate in an elite 
band consisting of high school student~ in grades 
10-12. This year, both junior and percussionist 
Rosie Cerquone and senior and trumpeter Claire 
Hinther were selected to take part in this year's 
ensembles. While Hinther is unable to attend the 
festival, this will be the second time participating 
for Cerquone. 

"Last year I was the only band kid from 
Montana, so I really didn't know anyone," said 
Cerquone. 

In order to audition, the musician must send 
in a two minute audition tape in the middle of 
May, and wait to receive their acceptance letters 
(if they make it) at the end of July. In the case of 
Rosie, she played "Frogs" by Keiko Abe, while 
Hinther played "Nightsongs" by Richard Pea
slee. Once at the festival taking place in Nash-

ville, Tennessee; the students. go through rigorous 
practices each day. 

"We rehearse a ton, sometimes ten hours a 
day," said Cerquone. "We also go to concerts 
fairly often, a few even in the Gaylord Opryland 
which is a really big awesome auditorium." 

Even though Cerquone has already once 
participated once, she is just as excited to do it 
again. 

"I am most excited to meet new people and 
see the people I met last year. I have a friend 
from Wisconsin and a friend from Missouri, and 
I've kept in touch with them since the last All
National band," said Cerquone. 

Both Cerquone and Hinther have played their 
instruments since the fifth grade and take private 
lessons. Hinther, however, has also played piano 
for even longer than she has trumpet. For col
lege next year, Hinther plans on double majoring 
in music and international relations, hopefully at 
St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota. 

"I haven't decided whether I will do trumpet 
or piano. I hope to continue both at a high level, 
but piano will probably continue to be my pri
mary instrument," says Hinther. 

When Hinther talked about her favorite part 
of being a musician, she said "Music has always 
been my passion; I love its ability to connect 
people regardless of their stories. It speaks in 
ways that no other language can." 

National Finalists Claire Hinther (left) and Rosie 
Cerquone (right) (p{hoto by Leda Colledge). 
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