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Cy Burchenal On Nov. 4, Missoula county voters 
Assistant Editorials Editor will decide just how valuable their parks 

are to them. Pending approval is the $42 
million countywide parks bond. This money will be used to -build 
new multi purpose fields, softball fields, playgrounds and other ame
nities of similar nature. The majority of these new projects will be 
built in and around Fort Missoula, however, funds have been allot
ted to repair and maintain existing parks around Missoula. Although 
much of the construction would happen in 20 16, what Missoulians 
are voting upon is, in fact, a twenty year plan. Those supporting the 
bond claim that it will bring more sporting events to Missoula and 
bolster tourism. 

Sometimes a measure is deemed important enough that it is voted 
and funded on a county level as opposed to a city level. Things like 
hospitals, prisons, and schools. Projects like these can stir up contro
versy, as many are based in just one community, but everyone pays 
taxes for it (e.g. a hospital is being built in Seeley Lake, but people 
in Frenchtown don't want to 
pay for it because they don't 
have access to it). The small 
community may need those 
facilities but can't pay for 
them on their own. Up until 
this point the largest county 
fund of this nature was the 
successful 1997 bond to 
build a new detention center, 
totaling $25 million. In 2008, 
Missoula voters defeated a 
measure for a $23 million 
emergency operations cen
ter. These things don't pass 
unless people feel that it is 
both necessary, and applies 
to them. This line of thinking 
may suggest that a $42 mil
lion bond to build parks 

Parks bill supporter Remy Arnot can 
be found sharing her views with gov

ernment classes. (Photo by Cadon Hill) 
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upcoming voting issues? 
2. Can you vote? What do you think ol the importance 

olvotlng? 
ELAN WEST-BADMINTON, freshman 

1. I can't vote, so I haven't really been paying at
tention to the midterm issues. 

2. If I knew more about the issues I would defi
nitely vote. I think that voting is really important 

so that we all have a say. 

RIVER NUZZO AND 
SILAS TEASDALE, 
sophomores 

-r-·""'' 

1. Amanda Curtis is pretty cool! 
I don't pay as much attention to the midterms 
as much as the bigger things. Don't run that. 
2. We can't vote, but we can try to stop other people 
from voting. 

LUKE NICHOLSON, junior 
1. Politics? They're crazy. I think the circus went 

to D.C. and left all the clowns there. We should all 
be involved in politics, I think. I'm involved, but 

I'm not, you know? 
2. If I could vote legally, I would. If I could vote il

legally, I would. 

BRENDAN TOBALSKE, senior 
1. I don'tknow much aboutthe issues, butl tend 
to lean towards the liberal side. Lots of people 

---11 have been coming into government classes to 
outline voting topics, which I've found helpful. 
2. I can't vote, but young voters I think tend to be 
apathetic. I would definitely vote if I could. 

MS. HANFORD, English teacher 
1. It is really important to always read beyond 

headlines. They can definitely be misleading, but 
it's important to form individual opinions about 

issues. 
2. I will vote. Voting is an important step for 

young people and students to take as a step into 
the world. It helps you pay more attention to 

people and issues. 
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