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"Bonner" Steals the AsseiTibly: A Deep Rooted Issue 

Mayzie Shaver At this year's homecoming 
Editorials Editor assembly the festivities 

and pep were interrupted 
by a mob of disruptive behavior. Groups of junior 
and senior boys shouted "Bonner" back and forth to 
each other, snapping their hands (to signify "pack
ing" chew tobacco) and challenging each other to 
yell louder each round, growing into a borderline 
riot. 

So what is the significance of yelling the name of -
a Missoula area town? Bonner is a fairly rural area, 
perpetuating a widely recognized stereotype. 
They 're the hick kids in flannels that chew and 
spit. They're the "Bonner Kids." While some 
students love this title, embracing their agricul
tural heritage, others find the title to be discrim
inatory ... many people view Bonner as a lesser 
class of individuals. At this assembly, the most 
accepting school in Missoula openly displayed 
a classist attitude, isolating a large group of the 
student body based on their background. 

A few individuals started yelling back and 
forth to each other from the very_ beginning of 
the assembly, but the full blown chanting back 
and forth allegedly began when a P.E. teacher 
donned a trucker hat for an activity demonstra
tion. She laughed and joked into the micro
phone, "It's like Bonner!" 

While many shook off the assembly, viewing it · 
as nothing outside of the normal, many students had 
strong opinions to share. Junior Stephanie Rugu
leiski felt particularly distressed about this issue and 
vocalized hopes that it would be addressed. "I feel 
like students here have this idea that people from 
Bonner are lesser. They're seen as lesser because · 
they live in a different place and that's completely 
stereotypical", said Ruguleiski." She explained that 
from her perspective, teachers stereotype just as 
much, if not more, than students, as exemplified by 
the P. E. teacher's behavior at the assembly. "Essen
tially what she was saying is this hat looks stupid, 
so it's like Bonner. Bonner is stupid." 

Dylan Lewis, senior, was another who responded 
strongly to the event. "I don't think Bonner can be 
stereotyped into a single culture. Most kids from 
Bonner don't even fit into the hick stereotype. I 
don't know where the whole packing a can thing 

started, but just because someone is from Bonner 
doesn't mean that they chew." Lewis was offended, 
but not directly by the actions of the students. If a 
joke like this spread about any other demographic 
of student, Dylan said, there would be some sort of 
punishment. 

Junior Cam Fuller had a different opinion. "It's 
catchy," he· said ofthe "Bonner" chant, "It's fun, 
you kind of get into it." He said that he didn't un
derstand the fuss about the chant. "I think it's 
fine , we aren't directly making fun of anyone. This 
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is much better than calling people mean names or 
physically abus~ng them. I know some people were 
upset, but I really don't think it was a big deal." 

Mark Lebsack and Tres Tinkle, seniors at 
Hellgate, felt more apologetic about their participa
tion. Lebsack said that he wasn't chanting the word 
"Bonner," but did admit to snapping his hands in 
the characteristic "packing" gesture along with 
the chant. "Since then, I have stopped because I 
found out offense was taken. I did not mean it in a 
negative way," he said. Lebsack said he had a few 
friends from Bonner that were enjoying the col
lective chant, proudly participating themselves. 
When asked how the widespread joke had started, 
he was unsure ·of how it had originated. Tinkle, on 
the other hand, thought it had originated as a joke to 
get on the nerves of teachers. "I don't have anything 
against Bonner. We weren't saying anything bad 

about them, we were just saying the name. It's not 
about making fun of their lifestyle, a couple people 
just started saying it a few years ago and other 
people picked up." 

Teacher Lee Brown had a spot in the stands right 
next to a few of the boys that initiated the chant. 
"My annoyance began because they were just 
desperate to draw attention to themselves," he said 
afterward. He later realized the derogatory founda
tion for the joke, even calling it racist. 

The night following the school assembly, many 
teachers and students noticed chains of alarm
i~g comments on a Facebook post in response 
to the occurrence. Many students expressed 
their unhappiness about losing individual iden
tity because of where they live. "Once people 
know you're from Bonner, they don 't look at 
you the same," one comment read. Anger about 
the events at the assembly seemed to boil over, 
presenting itself through aggressive threats. 
"Next assembly we'll just yell swag f*gs in
stead," and "DEATH TO PREPS" were some of 
the retaliations on Facebook that evening. 

Senior Adin Kloetzel, who drives 55 miles 
from Ovando every m(1)ming, described how the 
roots of the issue grow far beyond the events of 
the assembly. "I havejoked around about my 
town's 'redneck' connotation with peers, even 

though I am very proud of'where I live. I believe 
there are bullying issues much, much more pressing 
than shouting 'Bonner' and imitating the 'packing' 
of a can of snuff." 

At the Hellgate homecoming assembly, many 
students took great offense to the yelling of "Bon
ner" back and forth. Many were disappointed and 
embarrassed by the occurrence. Perhaps the extreme 
retaliations, however, should be credited less to the 
first day of homecoming and more to the long
standing build up of the Bonner stereotype. Rather 
than cause a unique harm, the assembly seemed 
to just aggravate an existing wound. Students and 
teachers alike need to remember to always take a 
step back and give everyone the credit they deserve 
as an individual, unlike any other. We aren't pieces 
to fit into groups. We aren't Bonner kids and preppy 
kids. We're Hellgate kids. 
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