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Schools Implement Pledge of Allegiance, 
Opinions Ensue 

Jake Oetinger Beginning ~o 
Copy Editor weeks ago, durmg sec-

ond period, the Pledge 
of Allegiance was heard over the intercom 
for the first time in recent memory. The 
new implementation of an old rule had 
many students and staff members con
fused, considering the fact the Pledge has 
been absent from Hellgate classrooms for 
quite some time. 

According to principal Lisa Hendrix, a 
reminder was recently sent from the qm

tral district office to all MCPS principals to 
inform them that the Pledge of Allegiance 
must be recited according to Montana 
law. The new addition to the morning an
nouncements took some members of the 
Hellgate community by surprise, and had 
them questioning the necessity of imple
menting the Pledge. 

Senior Natalie Linn said that she doesn't 
understand the fuss that some people 
make over the Pledge of Allegiance. "Other 
countries don't do this, they don't have 
this mantra that they chant every morn
ing, or this obsession with a symbol. Sure 
it's good to be patriotic, but on the other 
hand, if you feel like· you don't agree with 
some American values at the moment then 
it makes perfect sense to abstain, to sit 
down," 

The Montana code that calls for this 
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weekly recitation makes sure to point out 
a student's or a teacher's right to decline 
participation, and to make sure they are 
informed of this right. Many students 
reportedly exercised their rights and re
mained seated during the Pledge. 

~onnor Fost, another student, had 
this to say about the new rule, "My only 
problem with it is the 'under God' part, I 
think that goes against the separation of 
church and state, or the idea of no official 
religion." 

The mention of God in our Pledge, 
which was added in the 1950s in an effort 
to ward off communism, seems to be one 
of the largest complaints. 

Business teacher Beth Huguet had a 
different take on the issue. "I think that 
there is a lack ofunderstanding as to why 
we're saying the pledge. To a lot of stu
dents that had to say it every day like I 
did when I was growing up, it's become so 

. rote; it's lost some of its meaning. If you're 
a military person though, to see that flag, 
it means something totally different," said 
Huguet. 

The current Montana code requires 
that the Pledge of Allegiance be recited 

. once a week in high schools, while 
students are supposed to recite more 
often, so expect to hear it following the an
nouncements for the foreseeable future. 
Finally, Hendrix added, "I feel strongly 

that our country, the United States of 
America, is the greatest country on earth, 
namely because our education system is 
the best in the world. Many countries, who 
perform better than us when it comes to 
international testing standards, educate 
only the top-tier of the population, while 
we educate everyone. This is a value that 
I've held all my life and it's the reason I'm 
an educator. That is something I'm very 
proud of, I'm proud to be an educator, and 
I'm proud to be an American." 


