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Jake Oetinger If you're an avid hip-hop fan, or 

Copy Editor even if you're not, you've prob-
ably heard of}. Cole. Whether 

you listened to his pre-2010 mixtapes when he was 
just beginning to gain traction, or if you only heard 
his breakout single "Work Out" from his first album, 
he has been around long enough to have acquired 
substantial celebrity. More than a year after his last 
album, Born Sinner was released, and fresh off the 
establishment of his label, Dreamville Records, Cole 
released his third effort at a studio album on Dec. 9, 
titled 2014 Forest Hills Drive. 

The album stands out from the rest of J. Cole's 
discography and from the rest of modern hip-hop as 
a whole, even before pressing play on the first song. 
Today's popular rap is dominated by catchy singers 
on choruses, songs featuring several guest verses, and 
producers that are often more successful than the rap
pers in their songs. But despite these modern trends, 

Cole put out an album that has zero features (well, 
unless you count a hilarious snippet of a George Bush 
speech), and is almost entirely self-produced. The solo 
aspect of the project gives it an intensely personal 
vibe. It makes it feel like it's a message from J. Cole 
and no one else. There's no high profile production 
or obtrusive guests to distort his words, the clarity 
on 2014 Forest Hills Drive is unmatched by most rap 
albums in recent memory. 

}. Cole's musical prowess shines on the album 
most notably through his production. While he is a 
talented lyricist, the best part of this project is found 
elsewhere. Illustrious horns blare over the beat of"No 
Role Modelz" (my personal favorite) and a cheerful 
piano and wind ensemble is heard in the background 
of'J\pparently." Nuances like these may go unnoticed, 
but when compared to the work of Cole's competitors 
it can be seen that his attention to detail and affinity 
for musicality sets him apart. 

Don't think though, that because I'm celebrating all 
these unconventional characteristics, that the album 
lacks in lyrical quality, which is the heart and soul of 
rap as a genre. J. Cole's content is all over the map on 
this album, from a light hearted and superficial tale of 
young love on "Wet Dreamz" to tinted windows and 
gang violence on '1\ Tale of 2 Citiez" and even humble 
confessions about his relationship with his mother 
on "Love Yourz", but never without focus and weight. 
It seems that no word or syllable is wasted in Cole's 
rhymes. He isn't rapping for the sake of rapping. or for 
money and fame, but to deliver a personal message 
and create art. 2014 Forest Hills Drive is not about to 
change the world, but it's a wonderfully refreshing 
emotional experience from one of hip-hop's biggest 
names. Even if you don't generally listen to rap, take a 
chance. You may be pleasantly surprised. 

Artist of the Issue: North Fork 
Molly Gray Our generation is accustomed to getting music at its con-

Staff Cartoonist venience. The Internet has made it possible to uncover new 
worlds of music, and the options are seemingly endless. How

ever, when all of these songs from across the globe are readily accessible, it can be 
difficult to take a step back and realize that good music can sometimes be found a 
little closer to home. North Fork Crossing is a local bluegrass band based here in 
Missoula, composed of Hellgate seniors Adin Kloetzel, Riley Slayden, Finn Carroll, 
and Hellgate sophomore Grace Slayden. While the various individuals in the band 
dabble in other groups and genres, North Fork Crossing is strictly authentic blue
grass, and caters to a wide array of fans and enthusiasts. 

The group began with only mandolinist Ad in and guitarist Riley, who met in 
Amy Martin's YMCA Wolf Pack musical group. "We met about seven or eight years 
ago, I think." said Adin Kloetzel about bandmate Riley Slayden, "As tween-agers, 
we played lots of different kinds of music." The duo has played together ever since. 
They now have Riley's sister Grace Slayden on fiddle and vocals, and Finn Carroll 
on the stand-up bass. "Originally they had been using a cello in place of a bass, but 
eventually, they needed a bass player," said Finn Carroll about his position in the 
band, which was assumed last year. Considering "the band's level of talent in blue
grass music, it's safe to say that the most recent additions have been a success. 

While North Fork Crossing specializes in traditional bluegrass, the individual 
members of the band are very diverse in their own musical associations. Finn Car
roll boasts about his own jazz quintet, [cleverly] named Finntet, and will also, "jam 
with whoever". In addition to playing with Finn, Riley and Grace, senior member 
Ad in Kloetzel is part of local jazz band Zappo, a group that has been in Missoula 
since jazz laid its roots in Montana in the mid-twentieth century. Two-year mem
ber Grace Slayden is also involved in music outside of the group, performing in 
both the Hellgate choir and orchestra. "I think music can help people and give them 

something to do." said Grace, regarding the influence that music has had on her life 
and others. "People can go to music during hard times." If you're curious to find 
out more about the North Fork Crossing. their music, and performance dates and 
venues can be found on Facebook. Go and give them a Like! 

North Fork Crossing, from left to right Grace Slayden, Riley 
Sladen, Finn Carrol, Adin Klotzel. (Photo courtesty of Adin 
Kloetzel.) 


