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~ATHLETE OF THE ISS_UE: Tres Tinkle 
Bo Kendall Ever sinc_e he was 
---------born, Tres Ttnkle has been 

Assistant Sports Editor expected to do big things 

for the basketball com
munity in Missoula. After his older sisters won 
multiple state championships for Missoula Big Sky, 
the basketball community in Montana was shocked 
when Tinkle transferred to Hellgate. This was the 
biggest news for He ligate boys' basketball since they 
announced the hiring of coach Jeff Hays, and many 
knew immediately that Tinkle's transfer coupled 
with the new coach would tum Hellgate into a state 
basketball power for years to come. This, Tinkle's 
senior season, will be the culmination of the young 
southpaw's time in high school sports, but what 
could be the beginning of a long and successful 
basketball career. 

Hailing from a huge (literally, really tall) Missou
la, MT family, who have all been successful basket
ball players at the Division I college level, Tinkle has 
big shoes to fill (again, quite literal). With the recent 
memory of his two extremely talented older sisters, 
Tres constantly has a lot of pressure on him. Joslyn, 
the eldest sister, won two state championships for 
Big Sky High School before moving on to be a phe
nomenal player for perennial powerhouse Stanford 
University, and has since graduated. Elle was also 
a standout player at Big Sky, and is currently a star 
at Gonzaga University. She had the biggest night of 
her young career on Dec. 30 against San Diego when 
she went for 26 points on 5-of-6 3-point shooting to 
lead the Bulldogs to a 67-49 victory. 

Tinkle has already had his share of success at the 
high school level. His sophomore season was his 
first year of varsity play for Hellgate, when he led the 
Knights to a state championship over Helena Capital 
in 2013, and was named the state tournament Most 
Valuable Player. Last year, he helped the Knights 
back to the title game, once again versus Helena 
Capital, but the Knights came up short. Even though 
Hellgate lost, Tinkle was named 2014 Montana 
Gatorade Player of the Year. This year Capital lost 
almost all of their roster to graduation, leaving Hell
gate as the heavy favorite in the Western Conference. 
"Obviously the goal for this season is to win state 
again," said Tinkle of the lofty expectations for the 
team. "Losing in the championship game was a bad 

way to end the season, and it left a sour taste in our 
mouths." 

Tinkle has experienced a significant amount of 
distractions this offseason. During the summer, he 
toured the summer camp circuit with the best high 
school players in the country, attending camps like 
the LeBron James Skills Academy and the Kevin Du
rant Skills Academy. Tinkle has bounced around on 
the list of the ESPN Top 100 2015 high school play
ers, peaking at 49, yet currently sitting at number 77. 
Some of the biggest news for the Tinkle family came 
on May 20, when Wayne Tinkle was introduced as 
the head coach of the Oregon State Beavers after 
eight unprecedented years for University of Mon
tana basketball with Tinkle at the helm. On Sept. 2, 
he decided to follow his and dad, and committed to 
play basketball at Oregon State University. However, 
Tinkle does not believe that this busy offseason will 
be a significant distraction from his final high school 
season. "I don't think my commitment will be a 
distraction. It was nice to get it out of the way, and 
just focus on this season. It was a stressful process 
but I'm happy with my decision. I'm excited for next 
year, but I just have to take it one year at a time." 

The Knights' main competition is expected to 
come out of the Eastern part of Montana this year, 
from either Billings Skyview or Billings West. The 
Knights started the season 2-0 in the annual Billings
Missoula matchups to begin the year, against Senior 
and then Skyview. The Knights were especially 
dominant against Skyview, where Tinkle had 32 
points in a 88-57 win against one of the top teams in 
the state. "Winning both games against the Billings 
schools was a great way to start the season. Last 
year we started 0-2, so this was a much better way 
to start the season, especially considering how last 
year ended." Since the Billings games, the Knights 
have beerron the winning end oftwo more blowouts 
against Great Falls and Butte, both of which saw 
Tinkle eclipse the 20 point mark. 

Although he has had a lot of personal success for 
the Knights, Tinkle remains humble, while always 
putting his teammates first, and trying to establish 
the Hellgate basketball program as a dynasty irl the 
years to come. Tinkle knows as well as anyone 
that basketball is a team game, and will be the first 
to give credit to his teammates. "We have a lot 

of great players this year. We have three returning 
starters, and the guys coming off the bench have 
been huge for us so far this year." Tinkle wants to 
do everything he can to ensure the Hellgate basket- ' 
ball program will have success in the future, but he 
knows the team is in good hands. "Coach Hays is 
the coach you want in Montana. He's the best coach 
in the state because he practices what he preaches," 
says Tinkle of his varsity coach. "He tells us what 
to do in practice but then hops in and does it with us. 
He can be really intense and makes sure we get stuff 
done, but off the court we can joke around with him 
and have fun." 

The Knights have placed 3rd or higher at the 
state tournament for four years in a row. Anything 
else would be a disappointment, especially with this 
year's team led by Tinkle. Tinkle will go for his sec
ond state championship as a high schooler at state in 
Butte on March 12-14. The team's next home game 
on Friday, Jan. 23 against Helena Capital. 
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