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One and Done: A Dilemma for Basketball 
Zach Strauch One-and-done: A phrase commonly used in the 

Sports Editor basketball world to describe a player who meets the 
absolute minimum requirements to be drafted into the 

NBA. These players typically go to college for one year, which is the 
/ 

minimum prerequisite for draft eligibility set by the NBA, and then enter 

the draft in hopes of making it to the next level. Several coaches and ex

ecutives in both the NCAA and NBA believe that requiring athletes with 

aspirations of making it to the NBA to play at least one year of college 

basketball is beneficial for both the athlete and the NBA. Others think that 

certain programs and players abuse the system, and that players should be 

required to play all four years of college before being eligible to enter the 

NBAdraft. 
The University of Kentucky has had a long standing tradition of suc

cess in college basketball. The program has won eight national cham

pionships, the most recent in 2012, when the team knocked off Kansas. 

An~hony Davis, who played one year for Kentucky in 2011-2012, was 

a huge component of the championship run for the Wildcats inhis only 

season. Davis was drafted first overall by the New Orleans Pelicans in 

2012, and has already solidified himself in the ranks ofNBA elites. Davis 

is a rare example of a successful one-and-done player. He was able to win 

a championship at his alma mater while also being successful at the NBA 

level. In fact, Davis has been so successful in New Orleans that he's in the 

conversation for the league MVP award. 
. Kentucky head coach John Calipari has made a living on one-and-done 

players throughout his collegiate head coaching career. Derrick Rose of 

tP,e Chicago Bulls and John Wall of the Washington Wizards are just two 

players on a long list who have been recruited by Calipari, played one 

season, and left for the NBA. The NCAA has made it clear that they don't 

support players who only play for one season before entering the draft, 

. but why would they? When players like Wall, Rose, or Davis enter the 

draft, a substantial amount of revenue goes out the door for the NCAA. 

This revenue is collected by players and NBA franchises through spon

sors, advertising, etc. at the next level. Players are not aUowed to collect 

any revenue at the collegiate level, which means that the NCAA receives 

all of the profits generated by individual players until they either graduate 

or move up to the NBA. 
Although Calipari 's unique system of collecting one-and-done players 

every season comes with heavy criticism, it works. It allows collegiate 

players· to be successful at the NCAA level while also preparing them 

for the NBA, which is a win for the players, the program, the NBA, and 

Calipari himself. 

Stuart Scott: As Cool as The Other Side of The Pillow 
"He must be the bus driver 'cause he was 

takin' him to school;' and "Just call him but
ter cause he's on a roll;' are just two of many 
signature catchphrases that were commonly 
used by the late~ESPN Sportscenter anchor 
Stuart Scott, who passed away at the age of 49 
in Avon, CT, due to complications from can
cer. Scott left behind his two daughters, Taelor 
and Sydni, as well as his unique brand of 
sportscasting and the impact he had on sports 
fans and people he knew personally from all 
reaches of the sports world. 

Scott was a trailblazer. He was able to pres
ent sporting news in a way that hadn't been 

Sports Editor attempted before, and his style paved the way for other 
sportscasters and sports journalists of other mediums. 

Scott provided unparalleled insight and exceptional analyisis whether he 

was sitting at the Sportscenter desk, working the sidelines during an NBA or 
NFL game, or anchoring a postgame show for Monday Night Football. His 

extensive knowledge of a variety of sports partnered with an entertaining 
style were the skills that allowed him to cover such a wide variety of sports. 

Scott has had a huge influence on me personally. After watching him 

anchor approximately 400,000 Sportscenter telecasts, I realized that sports 

journalism was a realistic option for a career. It allowed me to cover the 
sports world and share my opinions about it as well, and Scott was able to 

balance both as well as anybody. People who watched Scott on telecasts or 

heard him on radio broadcasts knew that he enjoyed his job, and it showed 
me that being a sports journalist is a privilege, because there aren't many 
ways for non-athletes to get involved in the sports world, and sports jour
nalism is a ticket in. 

While it is unfortunate that Scott passed away at such a young age, he 

was able to accomplish more in his 27 years on the air than the majority 

of sportscasters have been able to accomplish in their lifetime. It is safe to 
say that no sports journalist from any category of media had as much of an 
impact on the sports world as Scott had since he began working for WPDE

TV in Florence, SC as a weekend sports anchor in 1987. Scott will never be 
replaced, because it is impossible to connect with sports fans the way he did, 
and he will be sorely missed by the sports community. Rest in peace, Stuart. 


