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KAARMA CONVICTED 
Dylan Rossbach On Dec 17, Markus Kaarma, the man accused of 

News Editor shooting and killing 17 year old German exchange 
student Diren Dede, was found guilty of deliberate 

homicide. Upon hearing the verdict, the crowd erupted in joy, cheer
ing and embracing one another. Those in attendance included Celal 
and Gulcin Dede, the parents of Diren, who burst into tears of both joy 
for the verdict, and sadness for their late son. "Long live justice," Celal 
said after hearing the news. 

claimed that under the Castle Doctrine - a law claiming homeown-
ers have the right to protect their homes using lethal force - Kaarma 
had used justifiable lethal force, as he viewed the situation to be an 
imminent danger to his home and his family. The defense also claimed 
that Diren was a part of a "burglary ring"- a group of high school stu
dents that go around entering open garages looking for items of value; 
although, as the trial continued on, Ryan and his team gave little evi
dence to back up those claims. As well, more and more evidence came 

After two weeks of trial and over eight hours of de
liberation, the 12 person jury came back unanimous in 
finding Kaarma guilty of deliberate homicide. He now 
faces a minimum of 10 years to a maximum of 100 years 
in Montana State prison for his crime. 

"Long live J·ustice." 
to light that Kaarma was simply looking to commit a 
murder after his garage had been burglarized previ-
ously. This evidence included testimony from workers 
at a local salon that said the week of the incident he 
had talked specifically about how he wanted to kill a 

The prosecutors gave evidence that Kaarma had both 
lured and trapped Diren in his garage, using baby moni-

-Diren Dede's father 
Celal, in response to the 
verdict kid. 

After the jurors' guilty verdict, the next step in the 
conviction process for Markus Kaarma comes on February 11th, 
when Judge Ed McLean will conduct the sentencing. For this portion, 
the judge is able to consider all aspects of the case in determining a 
sentence. Beyond the evidence that was presented during the trial 
and includes Markus Kaarma's history of assault, as well as his stoic 
demeanor throughout the trial. 

tors and motion detectors to sense when an intruder was coming. 
Diren and another exchange student, Robby Pazmino, were walk

ing in the neighborhood when Diren saw the open garage and decided 
to wander into it. Upon seeing the unarmed man on the screen of his 
baby monitor with a video feed, Kaarma went inside the garage with a 
shotgun, shooting at Diren four times, fatally hitting him twice. 

The defense team for Kaarma, led b Missoula attorne Paul R an, 

PAUL BLART: ARMED COP 
Zach Strauch 

Sports Editor 
They are more common 
than police officers, and, in 
many cases, serve the same 

exact purpose. They can be found employed at 
shopping malls, apartment complexes, sport
ing events, nightclubs, and hospitals across 
America. In most instances it's easier to become 
one than a police officer. They're armed security 
guards, and while most fulfill the expectations 
of their job, many shouldn't even be permit-
ted to own a firearm. Armed security guards 
are rarely publicized and rarely noticed, but a 
recent investigation performed by CNN exposed 
many weaknesses in the security guards them
selves, and the systems that regulate them. 

2 7 -year-old Jon a than Cook was shot and 
killed by Robert Earl Goins, Jr. at the Budget 
Lounge Motel in Austin, TX in July. Goins was 
working as an armed security guard at the 
motel when he and Cook got into an argument 

outside, according to Sgt. Jerry Bauzon of the 
Austin Police Department. Bauzon said that 
Cook was shot in his car, but managed to drive 
away, and that Cook later crashed his vehicle 
on Interstate 35 due to complications from the 
gunshot wounds he sustained. 
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Goins was employed by BSG Security Services 
at the time of the shooting, a private company 
based in Austin, TX that provides professional 
investigation services, security guard training, 
and security solutions. Goins was licensed to 
carry a firearm in the state of Texas at the time 
of the incident despite having a criminal history, 
which included being convicted of burglarizing 
a home in 1997. 

Considering that an armed security guard 
shares many of the same duties as a normal 
police officer does, it is perplexing as to how 
so many unqualified applicants like Goins slip 
through the cracks to become one. Private 
security companies like BSG, and the United 
States Bureau of Labor, need to implement 
systems that can effectively regulate armed 
security guards to ensure that incidents like the 
one at the Budget Lounge don't happen here or 
anywhere else. 
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