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A & E 
Painting Hellgate's Hallways 
Sophia Therriault !he hallways o~ Hellgate are filled 

with many stunmngly gorgeous mu-
A&E Editor rals painted mostly by past students. 

In fact, these durable works of art are one of the many 
draws to Hellgate High School. They are, however, in some 
respects relatively unnoticed. After many times of walking 
by them, most students ignore them, or never really get a 
good look at them to begin with. 

In order to paint a mural, a student first has to talk with 
an art teacher, paint a mock up (a smaller sized version of 
what the mural would look like), and get it approved by 
the teachers whose classrooms would be near the paint
ing. Once the painting has been approved, and properly 
measured, the painting can begin. Typically, one to seven 
students will work on a mural. 

In 2003 and 2004, Hellgate senior Jenna Christian paint
ed three wall decorations, including the girl reading a book 
underneath a shelf in the office hallway, a bird perched on 
an electrical socket in a secret location, and a mural of a 
landscape with balloons, prayer flags, and a whale by the 
doors to the second floor walking bridge. 

"She painted her face in one day," remembered Marvin 

Pauls in regards to the girl reading the book. Pauls is an art 
teacher at Hellgate who used to teach Senior Studio, an art 
class many of the mural painters take. 

At some point, a former principal decided that all 
murals had to feature a knight. So, in 1984, Rita McKinney, 
Patty Mitchell, and Tina Schmitz created a painting hang
ing in a stairwell that features a knight on a horse with a 
mountain behind him. It hangs on the stairs near rooms 
318 (Britt Hanford's room). 

"The knight thing sort of faded away," said Pauls. It was 
a rule that got lost in the many changes in administrative 
leaders over the years. 

There haven't been very many recent murals around the 
hallways other than the Meth Project painting currently 
hanging on the third floor by the Gerald street doors. 

Sometimes it's nice just how colorful the Hellgate hall
ways, and how talented Hellgate's art students are. 

Paintings by former Hellgate student Jenna 
Christian (2003 and 2004) (Photos by Leda 
College) 
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