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GARY MCLAUGHLIN: Girls' Basketball Coach Making a Difference 
BoKendall Before the season 

Assistant Sports Editor began, senior captain 
Claire Hinther wrote a 
message on the web

site of the girls' basketball page on the Hellgate 
website. Part of her statement includes: "Girls' 
basketball has not been one of Hellgate's win
ning programs for many years now. But its time 
is coming." Her message was simple, announcing 
to the Hellgate community that "we are ready". 
Although some of the preseason critics might have 
disagreed, Hinther showed that her team had no 
intention of letting her senior year be yet another 
disappointing season. Many doubted that this 
could be possible, but after an unexpected 6-6 
start (Hellgate has won a combined two AA games 
over Hinther's three years in the program), the 
Knights have been proving people wrong left and 
right. 

It would be impossible to deny that the hiring 
of Coach Gary McLaughlin has made a huge dif
ference for program. The lady Knights have not 
made it to the state tournament since 2003, but 
with two solid wins last season and a great start 
to this season, McLaughlin has Hellgate headed 
in the right direction. This is his second season 
after being hired as the replacement to Sean Bed
dow for the 2013-2014 season. McLaughlin was 
hired after a long career as an assistant coach at 
Big Sky high school, under legendary head coach 
Marti Leibenguth. The Leibenguth staff, includ
ing McLaughlin, brought home two state champi
onships over an 18 year period. McLaughlin had 
no varsity head coaching experience prior to last 
season, instead leading the sophomore and JV 
teams. McLaughlin was not deterred by the past 
struggles of Hellgate, and is instead determined 
to rebuild Hellgate as a respectable girls' pro
gram. "As a program, we don't look too much at 
the past; we try to focus on moving the program 
forward. I'm excited to be here." 

McLaughlin feels that a big part of helping 
Hellgate make a comeback as a program is for . 
the team to make it back to state. At the begin
ning of the season, the team identified this as 
their main goal. Although many consider it a 
long shot, Hellgate has been able to compete 
with some of the best teams in Montana so far 
this year. In their first game of the season, the 
Knights faced Billings Senior, considered by 

Date Team Score 

Dec. 12 vs. Billings Senior L 49-50 

Dec.13 vs. Billings Sky L 68-72 3 O.T. 

Dec. 18 vs. Great Falls L 36-43 

Jan. 2 @Butte w 54-41 

Jan. 8 vs. Helena Cap.* L 43-60 

Jan. 9 @Hamilton w 51-44 

Jan. 16 vs. Stevensville w 56-19 

}an.17 vs. Frenchtown w 43-42 

Jan. 23 @ Helena Cap.* L 38-55 

Jan. 24 vs. Helana High* w 57-43 

Jan. 27 vs. Glacier* L 39-45 

Jan. 31 @Flathead* w 48-23 
.. *s1gmfles conference game 

Top: The results of Knight games at print date 
Bottom: The 2014-15 Hellgate girls varsity 
and JV teams, Coach Gary McLaughlin is top 
right. 
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many to be the favorite to win the AA state cham
pionship. Although Hellgate held the lead for 
almost the whole game, Senior hit a buzzer-beater 
to sink the Knights by 1 point. Coach McLaughlin 
knows that they are capable of playing with any
one in the state. Although many will doubt them, 
McLaughlin believes they can win a playoff game 
and earn their first berth to state in 12 years. "It's 
been a long time and that's our biggest goal. We 
get better every day, and if I know these kids like 
I think I do, I think we'll get there." A large part 
of McLaughlin's approach to coaching is having 
trust between the coaches and the players. "He has 
high expectations of us and is always pushing us to 
do better," said Hinther of her head coach. "This 
season has had a different feeling than the last 
few years. It's easier for us to invest ourselves as 
players." Their s-6 record has shown that this far, 
and if the ball had bounced their way a few more 
times, they could easily be 7-4 with wins against 
some of the best teams in the state. 

"We have built on experience from last year. 
We've started telling ourselves to play to win in
stead of playing to not lose," said Hinther, with the 
memory of last year's ups and downs still fresh in 
her mind. Experience has certainly played a role 
for the Knights. Of the nine girls in the varsity 
rotation this season, 8 saw varsity playing time. 
"We have a nice mix this year, we have 3 seniors, 
3 juniors and 3 sophomores on the varsity ros
ter," said McLaughlin of his varsity roster. "It's 
a nice mix and we are getting great leadership 
from the seniors." Along with Hinther, the other 
seniors on the team are Kara Hogan and Lexi 
Duce, and make up the team's three captains. All 
have been in the program for several years, but 
have only recently experienced what it's like to 
win varsity conference games. "We're definitely 
playing together a lot more this season than in 
past years," said Hogan. 

To finish her message on the girls basketball 
web page, Hinther leaves the reader with "This 
year, we are ready." She might just be right. It 
seems that for this 2014-2015 varsity season, the 
stars have aligned for Hellgate. A new coach, an 
experienced roster, and a different attitude have 
given the Knights the change they need to make 
their best shot at a postseason berth in over a 
decade. 
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