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Belichic_k and Brady Involved in Scan.da-lous Activities {Again) 

Zach Strauch The Pats are at it again. 
Sports Editor This time, the team is 

being accused of deflating 
footballs, supposedly making them easier to 
throw a:pd catch. While head coach Bill Belich
ick and quarterback Tom Brady have been 
quick to dismiss these allegations, the rest of 
the sports (and outside) world are still debat
ing whether New England intention.ally un
dermined the principles of the game, and what 
their punishment should be if they truly did so. 

the Patriots were fined $250,000.00 and were 
also docked a first round selection in the 2008 
NFL draft, which would've been 31st overall. 

game," should not come as a surprise to any
one. Once a cheating culture is established, it 
is extremely difficult to change, and this is the 
case for any team or program at any level of 
any sport. Take the MLB for example, several 
former players will not be inducted into the 

Cartoon by Molly Gray 

Hall of Fame in Cooperstown because of their 
association with steroids, including the league's 
all-time home run leader, Barry Bonds, and 
twelve-time All-Star, Mark McGwire. Their 
legacies will be forever tarnished because of 
their actions, just as Brady's and Belichick's will 
be if these allegations prove to be true. 

This isn't the first time that New England 
has been accused of bending the rules to their 
advantage. In 2007, the Patriots were wrapped 
up in a controversy that was dubbed "Spy
gate," in which the team videotaped New York 
Jets' coaches' signals from a sideline location 
during a regular season game. Belichick was 
fined $500,000.00 for the incident, which still 
stands as the largest to be imposed on a coach 
in league history. In addition to Belichick's fine, 

With the Spygate scandal in mind, the fact 
that New England is wrapped up in another 
controversy thatjnvolves, to use the words of 
Belichick, "compromising th.e integrity of the 

Ted Wells, who also conducted the investiga
tion of the NFL in their handling of the Ray 
Rice scandal, will take his time in this investi
gation as well. In the meantime, perhaps the 
greatest head coach/quarterback tandem in 
league history will be waiting. Waiting to see 
what the fate of their careers will be, and, ulti
mately, the fate of their legacies as well. 

Addition by Subtraction Working Wonders in Detroit 
When the Detroit Pistons opened up their NBA season 

with a record of5-23, Head coach and President ofBas
ketball Operations Stan Van Gundy was doubting his team, 

and even more so himself. All of the free agents and draft picks that Detroit had 
worked seven years to assemble into a playoff team weren't panning out. So 
much talent, and so little results for the Pistons, who haven't made the postseason 
since the 2008-2009 season, where they were swept in the first round by LeBron 
James and the Cleveland Cavaliers in four games. Something had to give for De
troit, Van Gundy knew that, and that prompted him to make the smartest decision 
any Pistons executive has made since Joe Dumars traded for Rasheed Wallace 
during the 2004 season; the last time the Pistons \\!On the NBA Title. 

Zach Strauch 
Sports Editor 

Detroit waived power forward/small forward Josh Smith on Dec. 22, 2014 af
ter playing out only one and a half years of his six-year agreement with the team. 
Smith was signed last offseason after playing the first eight seasons of his career 
with the Atlanta Hawks, where he was drafted with the 17th overall pick in 2004. 
Smith's waiving was a huge deal, because Detroit will now owe him about $40 
million (all of which counts against the salary cap) over the next several seasons. 
Under the previous NBA Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA), Hetroit would 
have been required to pay the remaining $40 million of Smith's contract over the 
next four seasons, but with the newly implemented CBA, the Pistons can exercise 
the stretch provision option and pay Smith over the course of five seasons, which 
provides the Pistons with salary cap relief the next two offseasons. 

After being waived by Detroit, Smith inked a one-year deal worth about $2 
million with the Houston Rockets, who heavily pursued Smith during the summer 
of2013 before he. ultimately decided to join the Pistons. Smith's decision to go 

to Houston was followed by an almost unfathomable series of events for both the 
Pistons and Rockets, which has been the major storyline in the NBA since the 
agreement wa~ signed. 

After smith was released, the 5-23 Pistons proceeded to win seven consecutive 
games, including back-to-hack road wins against Western Conference power
houses San Antonio and Dallas, and a 23-point road victory against LeBron 
James and the Cleveland Cavaliers. The Pistons now sit at 19-30, only two games 
behind the Char)otte Hornets for the final playoff spot in the Eastern Conference, 
and could become the first team in league history to finish 5-23 or worse and 
make the postseason. Houston, meanwhile, has struggled to recapture their early 
season success. Prior to Smith's arrival, Houston had a record of20-7 and were 
playing some of their best basketball of the season after a win against Portland 
in which starting small forward James Harden tallied 44 points and seven assists. 
Since that game, Houston has gone 13-8, with their latest game ending as a loss 
in Detroit to the Pistons, 114-101. Smith went 3-11 from the field in the game, 
tallying just seven points in a meager 23 minutes. 

Is subtracting Josh Smith from the equation for Detroit the sole reason that 
they are playing good basketball? Probably not. But ultimately when you com
pare his time in Detroit vs. his time out of Detroit, the differences are staggering. 
The same principle can be applied to his tenure in Houston, which to this point, 
isn't going as well as the Rockets had probably hoped. As the Pistons continue 
their success and the Rockets continue their tumble down the Western Conference 
standings, it is becoming clear that addition by subtraction is working wonders in 
the Motor City, while Houston is probably wishing they hadn't performed addi:. 
tion at all. 
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