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Crude Oil Spills into Icy Yellowstone River 
Jake Oetinger On Saturday Jan. 23, 40,000 gallons of crude oil 

Copy Editor spilled from an oil pipeline that crosses the Yellow~ 
stone River and contaminated not only the river but 

the drinking water of the nearby town of Glendive, Montana. Owned by 
a company called Bridger Pipeline, this specific section ofline had been 
replaced in the 1960s, but officials at Bridger say that they don't know 
how or with what. The spilUs the second in recent years, following the 
2011 breach of an Exxon Mobil pipeline which leaked a similar amount 
of oil into the river. That particular incident cost Exxon approximately 
$135 million to clean up, and similar expenses are predicted in order to 
recover from this latest spill as well. 

The pipeline.system carries crude oil from the Bakken oil fields in 
Eastern Montana an,dNorth Dakota to the Butte Pipeline. After quickly 
shutting down the flowofoil in the lines, the c:ompanycoqld not say 
when the pipe wduld.,reopen qr what caused the leak Because the bro
ken line is not one ofthemajor carriers, tradersd.o trot expect the prices 
of oil to be affected. 

Two days after the spill, citizens in Glendive detected the contaminant 
benzene in their drinking water; and officials have advised people to 
avoid using tap water for drinking and culinary purposes. Representa
tives from Bridger Pipeline say they do not know when clean up of the 
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spill will be complete, but it is their first pr1ority. The Yellowstone River 
is currently frozen over however, making clean up much more difficult, 
even impossible in some areas. Right now clean up crews are playing a 
waiting game with the elements, and will begin work as soon as some 
of the ice melts. In the meantime, the river has been carrying unknown 
quantities of oil as far as 25 miles downstream. · 

The spill comes just less than two weeks afte~ a dose vote in the 
senate to advance a bill proposing the Keystone XL pipeline that would 
cross almost 2,000 bod~s of water, River., 
The proposed pipeline~as mit environmental 
activism groups acros~,t~~ cquntry, much 
scrutiny following spllJ was 
relatively minor 
the British Pe1trol,eUJill 
ecological implications 

Regardless, itis 
turers exercise extreme 
future, especially when it co1rnestll oroil 
will be carrying a much larger quantity 
higher potential risk. 

Nigerian Islamic Group Wreaks Havoc in Northern Africa 
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Brandon Skelton Nigerian Islamist group 
Staff Reporter Boko Haram attacked North 

East Nigeria's largest city; 
Maiduguri, on Sunday, Jan 24. Over two hun~ 
dred people were killedand.many were injured. 

duguri, N-igeria. Yusufbegan a religious com
pound and started an Islamic school, of which 
many poor Muslim children attended. 

From the start it was Boko Haram's main goal 
to create an entire Islamic state, and the school , 

ln.2013 the US said that Boko Haram is to 
be considered a terrorist group, in fear that 
they may have connections with al~Qaeda. The 
Boko Haram fighters arose under a new leader: 

Boko Haram:s the 

their military units to ne·Lgn.bo·rmg 
Haram encourages '~,"haram" version oflslam 
that prevents them from taking part in Western 
society and culture, especially female and secu
lar education; they attack most female boarding 
schools they see. 

The rough translation of"Boko Haram" is 
Western Education is forbidden. Back in 2002, 
Mohammed Yusufformed Boko Haram in Mai-

Maiduguri, whichled.to a rather bloody shoot~ 
out. 

Many Boko Haram supporters died and 
thousands of civilians were forced out of the 
cicy. Though soon after; Nigeria's security forces 
found the group's headquarters, which led to 
the capturing and killing of Mohammed Yusuf. 
His body was shown on statewide television 
and Boko Haram was thought to be vanquished. 

Abubakar Shekau. Even with thousands 

• 
I 

• 


