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6 Editorials 
Tr~n~gender : A Spectrum Of Adversity 

Anme ZaVItz The on sporting events teams that match results of straw polls at administra-
Guest Writer transgen-

deriden
tity has been in the United States since 
the Civil War, in which women dressed 
as men to fight and some continued to 
live their lives as men even after the war. 

Christine Jorgenson was the first 
widely publicized transgender person 
to undergo sex reassignment surgery, 
which most medical professionals did 
not consider favorable. Jump to 1991 
when the first Southern Comfort Confer
ence Occurred, a transgender conference 
that is held in Atlanta, GA every year. 

According to the National Center for 
Transgender Equality, the definition of 
transgender is, "A term for people whose 
gender identity, expression or behavior 
is different from those typically associ
ated with their assigned sex at birth." 
Transgender is also often used for other 
people who still fit under the broad 
transgender "spectrum" or "umbrella" 
including, "anyone whose identity or 
behavior falls outside of stereotypical 
gender norms." 

The transgender community has been 
around for decades and it's obvious 
that it has made tremendous progress 
throughout the history of the United 
States, but it wasn't until the 2000s that 
more people started to notice and label 
the new gender identity. 

Recently, the Montana High School As
sociation proposed a policy that would 
allow transgender students to compete 

their gender identity. Students born as 
males, but identify as female, would be 
allowed to participate in female sporting 
events and vice versa. The policy would 
apply to transgender students' self
perceived gender identity, meaning they 
would not have to have gone through a 
sex-reassignment operation. Consider
ing many Montanans are not educated in 
areas like the transgender spectrum and 
transgender rights, this is a major step
ping stone that has been crossed, simply 
because the policy has been proposed. 

Mark Beckman, the executive director 
of MHSA, states that, "the association 
has never been contacted with a request 
about transgender athletes in Montana 
schools, so this is mostly a proactive 
policy for the future so that all future 
requests that do come in will be handled 
consistently." 

The policy also includes the proce
dures that would have to be followed to 
let a transgender student join the team 
they identify with. While high school 
girls are already allowed to participate 
on boys' wrestling and football teams, 
boys are not currently allowed to partic
ipate on girls teams, including volleyball, 
which was sanctioned as girls-only. 

If this policy were to pass, Montana 
would be joining 33 other states with 
similar policies for transgender athletes 
in high school. 

However, the policy was dropped 
from the agenda on Jan. 15, due to the 

tive meetings around the state which 
showed a general lack of interest and 
support for the amendment. 

Jeff Laszloffy, president of the 
Montana Family Foundation began a 
podcast on the policy, "Do you want a 
6'4" 200 pound man spiking a volleyball 
at a Sophomore girl? Of course not .... 
Simply put, it will allow boys to play on 
girls' sports teams." In the same podcast, 
Laszloffy expresses that the policy will 
put girls in danger of not gaining a spot 
on the team, and therefore college schol
arships could be lost. 

Also, many people are simply not 
used to the idea of a transgender girl 
playing on a girl's team when she was 
born a male. It is a new idea, although 
it is becoming more and more common. 
Some people are against it for religious 
reasons as well, and others may just 
need time to get used to the idea. 

However, "All young people should 
have the opportunity to play recreation
al sports and have their personal dignity 
respected. Transgender young people 
are no different," explains the Transgen
der Law and Policy Institute through 
one of their guidelines documents, and 
it's true. Excluding transgender youth 
from the benefits of recreational sports 
can be especially harmful to transgender 
students, especially when they have to 
face other significant social challenges 
among their peers as well. Allowing 
these students to participate on the 

sports team of their affirmed gender 
can add notable improvements to their 
self-esteem and confidence, which then 
reflects back on almost all other aspects 
of their lives. 

Take Leelah Alcorn for example, a 
transgender girl from Ohio who was 
not permitted to undergo a sex change 
or express herself as a young woman, 
committed suicide in December. She 
had major depression, and was sent to 
conversion therapy by her parents to be 
"cured." 

Not allowing students to play on the 
team of their gender identity can, in 
some cases, be described as transphobia, 
which is a dislike or prejudice against 
transgender and transsexual people. If 
any student is not allowed to express 
themselves in ways they feel comfort
able, many insecurities and other mental 
problems can develop. 

Denying transgender students this 
form of self-expression simply isn't fai r. 
If students who identify with the sex 
they were assigned at birth can play 
on the teams of their affirmed gender 
identity, why can't transgender students 
as well? 

Despite the major hardships that the 
transgender community has faced, they 
are well on their way to being respected 
by all, and the fact that the MHSA pro
posed this policy is proof enough that 
change is inevitable when more people 
are educated and open-minded. 

((Charlie" Continued- Unfortunately, the able. When a large group comes together in the southern 
area of the United States to protest the murders of black 
victims, the outcome is aggressive and violent. Yes, 
Ferguson. Black lives matter, too. President Obama was 
heavily criticized for his absence in Paris protests, while 
also receiving backlash for not inviting Michael Brown's 
killer to an honorable dinner. The skewed perception of 
current events is what makes the slogan, Je Suis Charlie, 
particularly appalling every time it appears. The fight for 
black human rights in America is portrayed by the media 
as unruly and chaotic, while the fight to insult religion 

outside ofNYPD internal affairs, that is). The attacks 
honor in the death 

of Ahmed Merabet is generally ignored outside of the 
French-Muslim community. Though arguably the most 
morally righteous victim of the attack, and the only true 
representative of the right to free speech, the rally chant
ing and popular Instagram captions of the Eiffel Tower 
post-attack only mention the name of the racist magazine 
he defended. 

Aside from the evident flaws in the catchy slogan, the 
Je Suis Charlie movement reveals perfectly the media's 
skewed representation of protest. When a large group 
comes together in Europe to protest the murders of 
white journalists, the outcome is peaceful and honor-

in Europe is portrayed as revolutionary and honored. 
Double standard. 

Murder is murder. The line is clear (to everyone 

on the Charlie Hebdo offices in Paris were murder. Ac
cording to conservative media, the mass police killings 
of black American citizens are "acts of justice." Printing 
anti-Muslim cartoons is "freedom of speech," while Ho
locaust jokes are "unacceptable" to a civilized society. 
This is what makes Charlie Hebdo a problematic "hero." 
Charlie Hebdo's cheap shots at Islam added fuel to the 
racist fire already raging in France. The cartoonists of the 
magazine office did not deserve to die for their publish
ings, but their pornographic depictions of Muhammad 
were not brilliant satire. Violence should be condemned 
and free speech should be supported, but je ne suis pas 
Charlie--I am not Charlie. 


