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In the first week 
of March, the Hellgate 
Wind Ensemble trav
eled to New York City 
to play at the historic

Hellgate Wind Ensemble performs in Carnegie Hall (photo courtesy of Peter Byrne).

Carnegie Hall. The Hellgate Band 
program has been fortunate enough 
to have been able to travel across the 
country the past few years, playing in 
places like Chicago Illinois, Savannah 
Georgia, and Hawaii. This year the 
Hellgate Wind Ensemble was invited to 
play at the New York Wind Band Festi
val in the Carnegie Music hall.

After running into some difficulties 
while traveling to New York, most no
tably getting stranded overnight in Denver Colorado and Detroit 
Michigan, the musicians were finally able to arrive in New York 
City after a two day ordeal. Once they arrived they began prepar
ing to compete by participating in a one hour workshop to practice 
and refine their two pieces: Night on Fire by John Mackey and 
Give Us This Day by a world renowned Missoula resident, David 
Maslanka. The band also had a combined rehearsal with stu
dents from Michigan to collaborate on their pieces and get more 
practicing time in before their performances.

The competition included bands from California, Hawaii, Ten
nessee, Michigan, and even Malaysia. After performing for their 
allotted time of 20 minutes, the Hellgate Wind Ensemble was 
given the Gold Award for the second time in a row (the first being 
in Chicago), placing among the top three competitors at the wind 
band festival.

In addition to the award, the band also were received the spe

cial honor of being awarded the poster of the 
festival that hangs outside of Carnegie Hall 
by the judges, recognizing their excellent 
play. This happened immediately after the 
awards ceremony when band director Leon 
Slater was pulled aside backstage by the New 
York Wind Band Festival committee. Slater 
was told by the committee that giving away 
the poster is a long standing tradition of the 
festival, and is awarded to the band that 
“most accurately represents the spirit of the 
festival.” There is only one of these posters 
in existence.

“It was a once in a lifetime opportunity,” 
said Junior and saxophone player Peter 
Byrne. “To see all of your hard work pay off is

extremely rewarding.”
However, their trip wasn’t exclusively about music either. The 

band was able to experience many of the famous attractions that 
New York City has to
offer, including Times 
Square, Central Park,
The Statue of Lib
erty, The Rockefeller 
Center, viewing a play 
on Broadway (Les 
Miserables), and even 
a dinner cruise on the 
Hudson River. “It wascertainly an experi- Members of the Hellgate Wind Ensemble pose ence 111 never forget, for a photo in Times Square [photo courtesy of said Byrne. Peter Byrne).
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