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8 A & A 
Artist of the Issue: Burt the Squirrel 
Molly Gray Nowadays, the search for up-and-coming artists with authen-

Staff Cartoonist ticity, dedication and talent is as arduous a task as finding 
a cabbage in a beet farm. Sometimes, you think that you've 

found your special cabbage among the endless waves of haughty, pretentious 
beets, only to take a bite and find yourself with a bloody mouthful of Cornish game 
,..--------------------. hen. Hellgate's resident abstract 

conceptualist, Burt the Squirrel, 
prefers to skitter above these 
proverbial beet fields of artistic 
conformity. "Tsk-tsk-tsk-tsk-tsk," 

., cli!W~~ said the Squirrel, speaking to 
the fierce competition that is the 
artistic profession. "tsk-tsk-tsk-tsk
TSSSSK! TSSSSK!". This opinion, 
shared by many within Hellgate's 
artistic community, was what 
initially drove Burt the Squirrel to 
craft his unique breed of abstract 
conceptualism- and it's anything 
but squirrely. 

His method is to cultivate sym
bolism through action, which, to 
the untrained eye, just looks like 

a squirrel doing squirrel stuff. Note use of the word "untrained". Burt can often be 
seen creating his pieces in the Hellgate Courtyard, which frequently involve the 
participation of other local squirrels. 

His most well-known piece, however, was a solo endeavor. Titled "Running up a 
Pole", its intention was "to convey the post-consumerist delusions that the United 
States had following Vietnam;· said one critic. "Simply put, Burt the squirrel is to. 

Left: The Squirrel clutches his chest in ironic agony 
Above: Burt nibbles on something ambiguously (Photos 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons). 
[abstract conceptualism] as Andy Warhol is to pop art:' The Squirrel's other works 
include "Darting Halfway Across the Street, then Turning Back Around", "Walking 
Along a Power Line", and ·~bandoning my Instincts for the Convenience of Dis
carded Human Food", for which he does all of those things, respectively. "Tsk-tsk
tsk-tskkk," said the Squirrel. These words of encouragement carry great weight for 
all aspiring artists, and prove Burt's unabided ambition to succeed in his creative 
passions. 

Mussolini's Line of Black Mens' Boots 
·r o o k E -t h i o p i a B y S t o r m 
Cy Burchenal Say what you will 

Assistant Editorials Editor about fascists, but 
they sure dressed 

to impress. In the fall of 1935, the hottest new line 
of menswear came from the Romagna fashion diva 
behind the opulent, and surprisingly slimming, 
black shirt phenomena. Benito "Visionary" Mus
soHni again annexed the spotlight with a new pair 
of highly aggressive black leather jackboots. This 
fashion event made waves in Ethiopia. "I can imme
diately recognize them;' said an area resident. "The 
sound of six hundred Italian stormtroopers wearing 
these new jackboots really gives a new take on the 

menacing sound of unified marching." So, has this 
edgy statement piece's sphere of influence fully col
lapsed, or does it deserve a fashion "reboot''? 

Mussolini parades his new boots 
to the public of Italy, while giving a 
speech about how function doesn't 
have to mean giving up fascion 
(Photo courtesy ofimgkid.com and 
aliexpress.com). 


