
4 Editorials 
Hellgate Honors Mediocre Attendance 
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Editorials Editor 

In like a lion, March is here. Flowers are sprouting and bees are 
buzzing, but there's something else buzzing through the halls 
ofHellgate as well: that's right, it's time for MARCH ATTEN-

four days of attendance will be averaged for the weekly score. (EX: Mond3y 80%, Tuesday 95%, 
Wednesday 92.5%, Thursday 84% equals a score of 87 .88)" 

DANCE MADNESS. To emphasize the importance of school at
tendance to success toward high school gra~uation, Hellgate High School will kick off the month 
of March with March Attendance Madness, to highlight the goal of 95% or better student dail~ 
attendance. 

If your head wasn 't in the game the first week after the long off-season, don t sweat it. The first 
week of going to class for March Madness was just a practice round, so its ok if you skipped. 
Now that the first week is over, however, we're in full swing. Fill out your brackets if you haven t. 
already! Pro tip: the least important day of the week is Friday. Friday is your rest day, andre
member that 4th period is the only class that actually matters! 

High school administrations seem to be constantly tackling the struggle of balance. In order to 
keep its students happy (and prevent students from writing negative editorials to the Missoulian), a 
school must adequately balance funding for activities as well as recognition of achievement. Hell
gate in particular has seen a clash between athletics, arts, and academics, as exemplified by last 
spring's sports honors assembly. Students deserve to be recognized for achievement, regardless of 
what that achievement is. Hellgate administration is finally able to demonstrate their understand
ing of this issue. This spring, Hellgate administration is recognizing students that excel in getting 
to class on time. That's right power walkers, mark your calendars because on March 27th, there 
will be an all-school assembly just for you. 

2. "Tie-breakers will be determined by tardies to the fourth period class. If additional tie
breaker is needed, total tardies for all periods by all students. If additional tie-breaker is needed, a 
coin flip will be utilized:'' 

Its a test of endurance, but keep the goal in mind. Remember that high achievement in being 
on time to 4th period will be honored and remembered. 

3. "Each week all classes will be acknowledged that attain 90% or better attendance for the 
week." 

Even if going to class isn t your strongest natural ability, you will be acknowledged for trying. 
4. "On Friday, March 27th, a school-wide assembly will occur during 4th block to acknowl

edge the winning class. Mayor Engen has been invited to the assembly to present the·wirniing 
class with their award." 

4th period teams are competing head-to-head, so fill out your brackets and make your bets 
before it's too late! Because getting to class on time isn't normally considered to be an athletic 
OR academic achievement, Hell gate -has created a friendly competition turning normal high 
school routines into sports. No one really cares about lacrosse, so .instead of funding that particular 
extracurricular, Hellgate has chosen to value students in a way that promotes equality: ALMOST 
everyone can go to class. Not everyone can play lacrosse. 

On Friday, March 27th, the school will celebrate high achievement in going to 4th period by 
permitting the entire school to skip 4th period! Mayor .Engen was invited to join the class-skipping 
celebration, but who knows if he 'II recognize Hellgate s honorable students or not. 

5. "Also at the assembly, we will acknowledge all classes that achieved 90% or better for the 
As outlined by the Hellgate website, the rule~ are as follows: entire month of March, and one class will be selected as. the most improved." · 
1. "A March Madness Bracket will be created (first round is not bead to head in order to fit 

the br1;1cket into 4 weeks) and the "game" winners will be decided by student attendance based 
on the class average of students who are in daily attendance Monday-Thursday of that week. The 

One last reminder: you will receive recognition for doing OK. Not everyone succee~s in going 
to class, but everyone can try. 

The Consequence of Opposing President Putin 
Ma}'zie Shaver On Feb 27, Boris Y. 

Editorials Editor Nemtsov, a former Russian 
deputy prime minister and 

veteran liberal politician, was shpt dead while walking 
with his girlfriend near the Kremlin. Two weeks previously, 
he had met with a friend to discuss the publicatio1;1 of his 
research in a pamphlet to be called "Putin and the War;' 
about President Vladimir V. f'utin and Russian involve
ment in the Ukraine conflict. Considered to be the most 
prominent political critic af President Putin, the assassina
tion of Nemtsov followed by Putin's eagerness to lead the 
investigation raised some eyebrows internationally. 

Zhanna Nemtsova, daughter of the opposition leader; 
told the BBC she believed the Russian president was "po
litically" to blame and must bear responsibility for his mur
der. The authorities said they were investigating several 
theories about the crime, some immediately scorned as 
improbable, including the possibility that fellow members 
of the opposition had killed Mr. Nemtsov to create a martyr. 
Mr. Putin, for his part, vowed in a letter to Mr. Nemtsov's 
mother to bring to justice those responsible, jumping to 
lead the investigation. As supporters of Mr. Nemtsov laid 
flowers on the sidewalk where he was shot and killed late 
Friday; fear ech~ed through Russian politics as authorities 
increased their security. Putin himself recently surfaced 
from a 10-day unexplained absence. 
Despite the uncertainty of the killer, the unfortunate 
lasting consequence of Nemtsov's death is the threat it 
seems to send: opposing the government is deadly. Allies of 

Nemtsov's have spoken their worry that his death will act 
as a pivot point toward a revival oflethal violence among 
the leadership elite in Moscow and an intensified climate 
of fear in Russian domestic politics. "He was the most 
prominent critic of Putin. He was the most powerful leader 
of the opposition of Russia," said daughter Ne"mtsova. 
"Now we do not have any other figure so powerful... with 
so much expertise and experience to confront the officials. 
After his death, opposition is dangerous and everybody is 
frightened:' · 

It is unclear whether the pamphlet Nemtsov was 
working on during the time leading to his death, alleging 
corruption in the Russian government, will ever surface. 
While the world chants "Je Suis Charlie," Russia is facing 
a legitimate infringement on free expression, passing by, 
seemingly unrecognized. A democracy in which citizens are 
unable to speak out against authority is unjust and unable 
to progress. A democracy in which citizens are unable to 
speak out against authority is not a democracy. Unfortu
nately; untimely and mysterious deaths like Nemtsov's have 
b~en uncannily common throughout Putin's reign. 

March 2000: Putin was elect~d as leader and Russian 
ordered attacks in Chechnya. Opposition leaders, especially 
tl}ose who reported on the conflict in Chechnya were killed. 
Reporters Igor Domnikov, Sergey Novikov, Iskandar Khat
loni, Sergey Ivanov and Adam Tepsurgayev were all killed 
in 2000 alone. April2003: Sergei Yushenkov, co-chairman 
of the Liberal Russia political party was gunned down at 
the entrance of his Moscow apartment block. July 2003: 

Yuri Shchekochikhin, a vocal opposition journalist and 
m~mber of the Russian Duma and the Kovalev Commission 
contracted a mysterious illness. June 2004: Nikolai Girenko, 
a prominent human rights defender and expert on racism 
and discrimination in the Russian Federation is shot dead 
in his home in St Petersburg. July 2004: Paul Klebnikov, 
editor of the Russian edition Forbes magazine, was shot 
and killed in Moscow. September 2004: Viktor Yush
chenko, anti-Russian candidate for the presidency of the 
Ukraine, was poisoned by Dioxin. S~ptember 2006: Andrei 
Kozlov, First Deputy Chairman of Russia's Central Bank, 
who strove to stamp out money laundering was shot and 
killed irr Moscow. November 2006: Former spy Alexander 
Litvinenko was killed in 2006, leading to a clouding of rela
tions between London and Moscow. October 2006: Anna 
Politkovskaya, author of countless books exposing Russian 
human rights violations in Chechnya and articles attacking 
Vladimir Putin as a dictator was killed in Moscow. January 
2009: Stanislav Markelov, a human rights lawyer, was shot 
after leaving a news conference less than half a mile from 
the Kremlin in January 2009. July 2009: Leading Russian 
human rights journalist and activist Natalya Estemirova 
was abducted in front of her home in Grozny, Chechnya, 
taken across the border into Ingushetia where she was shot 

. and dumped in a roadside gutter. 
Regardless of the perpetrators, Russian citizens are be

ing warned. 


