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SAY WHAT?! 
1. Do you have a tattoo or would you ever get a tattoo? What and why? 
2. How do tattoos influence your opinions of others? 
3. Should visible tattoos impact employment? Why or why not? 

Elizabeth Guyaz, sophomore 
1. I don't have a tattoo and I don't like the idea of a 

needle going into my skin. 
2. If it's just a random tattoo that someone got 

because they were bored, it makes me think less 
of the person. If it has actual meaning and a really 

good story behind it though, it's ok 
3. I think tattoos should impact employment, es

pecially if it's something obscene or on your face. 
If you work at a front desk and have a tattoo on 

your face, nobody will be able to stop looking at it. 

Sam Oetinger, sophomore 
1. I don't have a tattoo. I might eventually get a 
meaningful one. 
2. It depends on what the tattoo is of. 
3. Face tattoos on people that will have to be talking 
to people all day should have an impact. 

Leila Parsons, Junior 
1. I don't, but I would probably get a gecko on my 

ankle, because geckos are cool. 
2. It seems like people with lots of tattoos seem to 
make lots of not-so-good decisions. Small tattoos 

can be meaningful. though. 
3. Visible tattoos that are obscene should make an 

impact. Once I saw a guy with a tattoo of Jesus being 
impaled. I don't think small tattoos should make a 

difference though. 

Halle Smith, Senior 
1. I have one and am open to getting more. My tattoo 
is a little triangle on my ankle. I think the idea of hav
ing a piece of art on your body is really cool and it's a 
family symbol. _ 
2. When I was younger, I would get scared of people 
with lots of tattoos. I don't find that to be true at all 
anymore though. 
3. I definitely don't think so. It depends on what 
the tattoo is--something really offensive , that says 
something ethically. If it's respectful, it shouldn't be a 
problem. 
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Too often, tattoos are as
sociated with poor decision making. They have evolved into a symbol of recklessness, 
generating a negative response regardless of context. In a slow movement towards accep
tance of tattoos, society has shaped the idea that in order to have an "acceptable" tattoo, it 
must carry a deep, personal importance. Unless it's attached to something meaningful, it's 
frowned upon. 

Tattoos are a symbol of free expression, and reinforce individual autonomy. Individu
als are allowed to make personal artistic decisions about their bodies. Tattoos, however, 
have only recently began to detach from a previous negative connotation. A study by the 
Pew Research Center found that nearly four in ten millennials (ages 18-29) have tattoos, 
up from three in ten in ages 30-45, and an even bigger increase from older generations. 
Younger-people are also more likely to believe that visible tattoos should not affect one's 
chances of employment- only 22% ages 18-29 found tattoos unacceptable at work, 
compared to 63% of those 60 and older. Younger generations are adopting a more liberal, 
accepting mindset towards tattoos and personal artistic freedom. 

A conservative attitude towards tattoos also seems to be somewhat correlated with 
educational "elitism." Acceptance of tattoos also seems to be negatively correlated with 
level of education. People who have a high school diploma or less are much more likely 
to approve of tattoos than those with a college education or higher. People working in 
lower-educationjobs are also more likely to be tattooed- 22% of those working in agri
culture and ranching are tattooed, compared to 8% of those working in government jobs. 

Interestingly, out of all regions in the United States, the Mountain West region (Mon
tana, Wyoming, Idaho, Nevada, Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah) was the most 
accepting of tattoos, with a mere 35% disapproval rate. Tattoos are a lifelong committ
ment, but making a lifelong committment shouldn't be rejected by society as irrespon
sible. If you like art, and you want art on your body, you can put art on your body. 

Reasons to get a tattoo: 
1. In memory of a deceased loved one 

2. Because you happened to pass by a tattoo 
shop 

3. Because it's your favorite quote 
4. Because it's from your favorite TV show 

5. To show dedication to your romantic part
ner 

6. Because you like the design 
7. Because it has a deep meaning to you 
8. Because you were young and stupid 

9. Because you wanted to and it's your body, 
your choice 


