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Artist of the Issue: Olivia Kulani Crabtree: 
Commitment i ·s th·e Key 
Sophia Therriault Olivia Kulani Crabtree is 

A&E Editor a junior at Hellgate who has 
enjoyed art for as long as 

she can remember. Throughout her life, pe<?ple 
have complimented her own work, but Crabtree 
doesn't feel as if she completely deserves it. 

"I don't really see the appeal in my work," 
Crabtree explained. "I suppose I have a sort of 
predisposition in environment and execution." 

Crabtree instead turned to her Grandfather, 
who was an exquisite artist himself. He al~o 
designed planes for McDonall Douglas. 

"Looking at some of the old planes, they look 
like computer-generated blueprints," Crabtree 
said. She had grown up surrounded by her 
grandfather's beautiful art. He made oil paint
ings, charcoal sketches and watercolors. He cre
ated Native American, western, and nude art. 

- "The nudes were always my favorite," Crab
tree said. "To this day the female subject is my 
main focus. Because we live in a society that sex
ualizes the human form regardless of a piece's 
·intention, it's difficult to be open about what it 
means to me. The body is an incredible, complex 

mechanism and it isn't being fully appreciated in 
that sense." Crabtree said that she could spend 
hours on end, even all night practicing her craft. 

"The best times are the. all-nighters, because I 
can get a dozen hours' work done in calming si
lence .... I prefer to dedicate my complete focus." 

The disciplinary aspect of art is, as Crabtree 
feels, the most important. "There's a certain 
level of commitment,that's necessary:' 

Not only is commitment necessary to be a 
good artist, but to be an artist at all. "The whole 
ideation of anything being art kinda irks me." 
Crabtree explains that some "artists" didn't actu
ally put in the dedication and practice to create 
their pieces. It would be similar to a musician 
that never practiced their instrument, but 
argued that they still made great music. "Style 
doesn't define skill, but skill does define style. 
I appreciate any kind of art that demonstrates 
hard work in some way whether it's the subject 
or composition in entirety:' 

. However, Crabtree doesn't anticipate her 
dedication to art to carry into her future. "As 
much as art is such a big part of me, I can't 

imagine using it as a career path:' She has looked 
into a few colleges, art institutes, and profes
sions in art, but decided they weren't for her. In 
the meantime, she will continue her nighttime 
sessions. 

Olivia Kulani Crabtree smiles for the 
camera (Photo by Leda Colledge) 

March Gardening: Tips and Tricks 
Molly Gray 

Staff Cartoonist 

MARCH GARDENING TO-DO LIST! 
1. The soil outside isn't quite warm enough to begin planting. For your 

food garden, start off by planting tomatoes, peppers, herbs and egg
plants ~n indoor pots, then move them outside in early May. For an 
ornamental garden, follow the same procedure With zinnias, salvia, 
petunias, and nicotiana. 

2. Apple, pear, and mountain ash trees are all very prone to fire blight: a 
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The sun is shining, the flowers are blooming, and 
blindingly white legs are emerging from their pants-y 
prisons, which can mean only one thing:_ It's garden

ing time! The age-old craft of gardening has been a staple of most every 
functioning society since the dawn of civilization. People have bonded, 
survived, and forged unsolvable feuds over its vegetative maje~ty. Now 
YOUR garden can reign supreme over those of your neighbors with these 
nifty tips, hand-picked especially for our USDA Zone 4 climate! contagious disease that can kill off new growth. To prevent its spread, • 

prune off branches that have a dead or unhealthy appearance. Make 
TIP: Carbon dioxide helps plants grow. Amazingly, singing to your plants 
can actually help to supply thetn with this C02 boost! Serenade your little 
green babies with a tune of your choosing. 

cuts 1 foot below the diseased area, and disinfect pruners with a 10% 
bleach solution in between cuts. 

3. Don't remove mulch from perennials just yet. There may be hard 
freezes to come, which could damage new growth. 


