
Apostle Leaves MCPS, Search Begins for ReplacementDylan Rossbach On Friday March 20, super- News Editor intendent of Missoula County Public Schools, Dr. Apostle,surprised both those employed by MCPS and the Missoula community by announcing his resignation from his current position and accepting a job as superintendent of Shelton Public Schools in Shelton, Washington. The announcement came one month after trustees of the Missoula School board approvedhis $200,000 annual salary and before a $158 million school bond for construction and school renovations goes to voters in November. According to both Hellgate Principal Lisa Hendrix and Dr. Apostle, the motivation
7t was a family decision.-Lisa Hendrix

to relocate was due to family reasons, as he has many relatives in the area. "The opportunity to apply for a position that was close to home came up for him so he applied and got the job, it was a family decision,” said Hendrix. Since being hired in 2008, Dr. Apostle has received criticism from teachers of MCPS and other Missoulians, most notably for his 13% salary raise during the 2013-2014 school year. With the resignation „ announcement coming so late in the school year, members of the school board must find a replacement in a relatively short amount of time. "Typically, the search for a superintendent, whether it be nationally or state-wide, begins at the start of the school yearSenior Projects Gone Until Class of 2018
Olivia Adams Seniors completing a final Senior Project (or Cap- News Editor stone Project with the implementation of the International Baccalaureate program) has been a tradition ofHellgate for as long as students can remember - a tradition that was interrupted for the Senior Class of 2015. It was previously believed that Senior Capstone Projects would once again become a graduation requirement for next year's class; this no longer seems to be the case.The projects were formerly brought to a halt in order for a committee to establish school-wide standards/requirementsfor the project. There has always been much debate on what changes should be made. Two years ago and the years before it, Senior Projects wereworth 50 percent of a students’ grade in both English 4 and U.S Government - the two classes required for graduation. Last year changes were made so that the projects did not affect any class grades, but were still a requirement for graduation. The projects were no longer given a letter grade and were instead changed to a simple pass/fail. The change was met with confusion and strong opinions both for and against the alteration. There has since been debate on adding further changes, resulting in a Senior Capstone Project Committee. This committee began to look at the project requirements to determine changes that should and will

"I'm very excited about this."-Kennedy Salonen

so the new hire would have some overlapping time with the outgoing superintendent. Since it is 8 months into the school year the school board may decide to hire an interim for the time being and begin the long term discussions next year," said Hendrix.
"We will roll with it, though, 
and the school district will be 
fine." -Heidi KendallAccording to school board trustee Heidi Kendall, the search for a new superintendentwill begin at their next APOSTLE cont’d on Page 3

be made to it. As a result, this year was the first year that the projects became optional and were completed by less than ten students to be presented on April 30.One year however was not enough time for the Senior Capstone Project Committee to establish a set guideline of rules and requirements, resulting in the halting of the projects for another two years.Many students were elated by the news of not having to add the stress of the project to the stress resulting from college and scholarship applications in combination with the typical pressures of classwork."I'm very excited about this,” said junior Kennedy Salonen. "We have so much to do already with colleges that there is no need to add a giant project on top of it."Other students however are more disappointed about the cancellation. "I got all organized to do a project," said junior Lee Adler. "But now the school is all like ‘dude you don't have to do it' so now I'm questioning as to whether it’s even worth it any more. I was getting excited because I was going to write a book but now it’s really hard to get the motivation to do so without it being a requirement."It won’t be until it’s time for the class of 2018 to begin their Senior Capstone Projects that the exact changes will be known.




