
I I • l 1 

s arts 13 
Why Our National Pastime 

~----=~~----------~ 

Needs More Love 
As the Henry Hughes 

school year 
winds down 

to my final days as a high school stu
dent, my coping mechanism with all 
the chaos remains the same as it was 
when I was just a wee first grader: 
watching baseball. While it's hard not 
to have a bias toward the sport after 
being around it for so many years, I 
think it needs a little bit more love 
around the country. Over the past few 
years the sport has been criticized 
with words like ''boring" and "slow," 
and while I'd love to fire back with 
"how can someone hate baseball but 
watch 90 minutes of scoreless soccer 
that ends in a tie?" it isn't an argu
ment that reciprocates and inspires 
the love I have for the sport and want 
to share with everyone. So with that 
I'd like to explain why occasionally 
plopping down on the couch and turn
ing on the baseball game might actu
ally provide a relaxing and enjoyable 
outlet. 

Guest Writer 

For one, baseball is-played every 
day, no waiting for that one day a 
week when your team of choice from 
another sport plays. And on tha.t note, 
a loss in baseball is short-lived; you 
don't have to let a loss from another 
sport CRUSH your entire week. Look 
at fans of the Chicago Cubs, their 
team hasn't won the World Series in 
over 100 years, but the fan base still 
remains one of the most loyal in the 
sports. The love Cubs fans display is 
proof that just being around the sport 
provides enjoyment; and to put that 
love into perspective, Illinois resi
dents have been polled to be the most 
depressed of any state-they choose . 
to cope by going to their beloved Cubs 
games regardless of the outcome. 
Another reason I believe the sport 
needs more love is because of the 
const~mt hope provided from the game 

(dawww), as 
players truly 
play till the 
very end. In 
football the 
winning 
team has the 
capability · 
of icing the 
game long 
before the 

Hughes at Target Field In 
Minneapolis (Photo Courtesy 
of Henry Hughes) 

clock runs out, in basketball the play
ers can dribble the clock to its end, and 
hockey players can skate around with 
the puck to preserve a win. In base
ball, the hope of a comeback always 
exists-no matter how far down your 
team is. The winning team mu'St pitch 
to the final out of the game regardless 
of their lead. Wouldn't you rather live 
with the positivity of hope over watch
ing your team get "iced" by the clock? 
My final reason for loving the sport 
is that it brings together worldwide 
collaboration. In a time when people 
live in fear of war, and countries troll 
each other with movies like "The 
Interview"; baseball brings the globe 
together while still showing a definite 
winner (peace pls). If you're looking 
to speak a common global language, 
look to baseball, because nearly every 
country is familiar with the language. 
There are no wars over Jhe sport, but 
rather hard-fought competition for 
national pride in the World Baseball 
Classic every three years. Even now, 
while the USA and Cuba are attempt
ing to strengthen diplomatic ties, 
baseball has already made plans for 
spring games in Havana~ 2016--the 
love is global. 

So if you're looking for some sort 
of coping mechanism to help with the 
final days of school; it might be wise 
to start following a baseball team in 
these early days of the 2015..season, ya 
feel? 

ATHLETE OF THE ISSUE: 
Justin Lane . 
Zach Strauch Hellgate Boys _ 

Sports Eaitor Lacrosse has been, to 
. be frank, dominant 

this season. Since April9, the program 
has posted nine consecutive wins with 
an imposing scoring ·differential of+ 170. 
While senior Bo Kendall and sophomore 
Jacob Richman have carried the bul,k of the scoring burden 
for Hellgate, freshman Justin Lane has adjusted well to his 
refined role with the team. Lane represents the future of 
lacrosse for Hellgate, and if this season is any indication of 
what's to come, the future is bright. 

When the season began, Lane didn't have a solid grasp on 
what his role with the team was. He was forced to adjust to an 
offense where most of the players had been playing together 
for 2-3 years as a freshman, which increased the difficulty of 
the task exponentially. "The pace of the game is much faster at 
the high school level," said Lane, who recorded eight goals in a 
recent 26-0 whitewash of Billings West. Despite the fact Lane 
hadn't played at the high school level, he did have experience 
playing alongside other players on the team prior to the start 
of the season, ''Most of us have played together a little bit . 
I've played with Bo (Kendall) for two years now on summer 
teams," said Lane. This experience has allowed him a slightly 
smobther, more abbreviated transition to the high school level. 

Lane's primary role-on offense is to facilitate, although 
recently he's acquired a considerable volume of the scoring 
load. "On offense Bo is the finisher, Jacob finishes and feeds, 
and I feed," said Lane. Along with his eight goal performance 
against Billings West, Lane tallied two goals and seven assists 
in an 18-3 victory over Flathead the same day, exemplifying 
his typl.cal role on offense. "I realized in the beginning of the 
season we were getting a lot of assisted goals, and those as
sisted goals are better points. Mter I started Il}.Oving with my 
head up on offense, I was able to get more assists," said Lane. 

As Hellgate continues to power through their schedule 
with ease, Lane's growth as an athlete is constantly being 
accelerated. The enormity of success he's had this season will 
undoubtedly serve as the cornerstone for his future athletic 
endeavors, regardless of what direction he chooses to go in. It 
would be an understatement to say Lane's been a quality ad
dition to the program, even as a freshman. Understated, tall, 
and lanky, Lane leads Hellgate Lacrosse into the imminent, 
and with. the maturity he's displayed on the'field this season, 
the imminent will undoubtedly hold magnificent thirigs for the 
program. 
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