
Sports 15 
ARE SPORTS STILL "JUST A G_AME?" 
Zach Strauch Economics play a vital, yet controversial role in sports. 

Sports Editor Every sport in America, whether professional, collegiate, or 
scholastic, is dependent upon economics in some way. Ath

letes, coaches, franchise executives, and athletics administrators are some of the 
highest paid individuals in the country, but this hasn't always been the case. Sports 
have quickly risen to the economic forefront in the U.S., but how? 

the Cavaliers (about $20.7 million, excluding incentives). No player in the NBA 
earns more off the court, exemplifying how James has effectively used his image 
for remunerative purposes other than basketball. 

Sports are everywhere. They're one of the only modes of encapsulating entire 
cities; states, or countries in present-day society. Athletes and teams are well
recognized, and typically carry a significant amount of weight in the communities 
they play for. Because of this, business-savvy professionals (especially in advertis
ing) have the ability to brand teams and athletes for a mutual benefit. The athlete 
receives compensation for their services, and the businessmen acquire a new, more 
reliable means of connecting to the public. 

In 2014, foriner U.S. Representative Jim Moran (D-Virginia) said the highest
paid public employee' in 40 states was either. a football or basketball coach. Mon
tana was not one of the 40, as University of Montana President Royce Engstrom, 
with a reported salary of$374 thousand, notched the highest position in the state .. 
Nick Saban, who. currently serves as Head Coach of the football program at the 
University of Alabama, was the highest-paid public employee in the nation in 
2014, where he earned a reported salary of$7.2 million. Saban's salary exceeded 
the second-highest paid public official's (Rick Pitino-Louisville Men's Basketball) 
by nearly $1.3 million. These figures show how collegiate sports have ascended the 
economic ladder of the sports world, particularly in areas where professional sports 
are absent. LeBron James has earned upwards of$500 million during his NBA career. Of 

that $500 million, approximately $150 million has come from contracts with the 
Cleveland Cavaliers and Miami Heat, the two teams he's played for during his 
12-year NBA career. The remaining $350 million has been soirrced from numer
ous endorsement pacts. These pacts, some of which were signed prior to the start 
of his rookie season in 2003, are wide-ranging. Coca-Cola, Nike, Upper Deck, and 
Audemars Piguet (a Swiss watchmaker) are just a few ofthe companies James cur
rently endorses. In total, James is set to rake in approximately $44 million this year 
in endorsements, over double what he's earned this season from his contract with 

The age old sports adage "It's just a game" isn't entirely accurate anymore. A 
purer, more recent axiom that's been established, "It's a business," resonates much 
more precisely throughout the sports world. Through the tedious work of agents, 
franchise executives, and business gurus from every run-of-the-mill, sports have 
been transformed into an economic powerhouse, a stronghold on America that 
increases with vitality every day. Although the on-field product remains unchanged, 
the linderlying principles of sports have been heavily altered. These amends will be 
put through the test of time, and the passing rate is low for situations like these. 

DORTMUND, AM·ERICAN PIIAROA.H LEAD CHARGE TO DERBY 
Zach Strauch Horse racing, much like any 

Sports Editor sport, is demanding. Ostensibly, 
it's a simplistic sport, one where 

the goal is obvious and the stakes are pre-determined. 
Upon closer examination, however, it's a sport that 
entails just as much strategizing and tinkering as any 
other. From May 2 through June 6, the national sport~ 
ing spotlight moves to the annual chase for the Triple 
Crown, an honor that hasn't been claimed since 1978 
when Affirmed, jockeyed by Steve Cauthen, won 
the Kentucky Derby, Preakness Stakes, aqp Belmont 
Stakes in consecutive fashion. · 

Since 1978, numerous thoroughbreds have come 
close to the Triple Crown. Last year California 
Chrome, jockeyed by Victor Espinoza, seized con
secutive victories at the Kentucky Derby and Preak
ness Stakes before finishing in a dead heat for fourth 
with Wicked Strong in the Belmont Stakes. In 2012, 
I' 11 Have Another, jockeyed by Mario Gutierrez and 
trained by Doug O'Neill, won the Kentucky Derby 
and Preakness Stakes before being scratched from the · 
Belmont Stakes due to tendonitis. 

Will a horse be able to leap over the hump and nab 
all three jewels of the crown this year? It would be a 
formidable feat, but one that could dramatically shift 

the landscape of the sport. 
There are numerous thoroughbreds that possess Tri-

. pie Crown potential coming out of the stables this year. 
American Pharoah, who recently captured a first-place 
finish at the Arkansas Derby at Oaklawn Park on April 
11, will be jockeyed by the well-seasoned Espinoza in 
all three legs of the Triple Crown. American Pharoah 
was named by an anonymous fan who submitted the 
name to Zayat Stables, who held a contest in which 
fans could label the horse. "Pharaoh" was misspelled 
on the application, and oddly enough, the name was 
sent to the jockey club without further editing. The 
thoroughbred has looked outstanding as of late, win
ning four consecutive races by comf~rtable margins. 
Trained by savvy veteran Bob Baffeit and jockeyed by 
Espinoza, American Pharoah has been well-conditioned 
for succ::ss. The horse enters the Kentucky Derby with 
an excellent chance of victory, but an extremely formi
dable cast of opponents. 

Dortmund, jockeyed by Martin Garcia and, just 
like American Pharoah, trained by Bob Baffert, has 
won each of the six races its participated in dating 
back to last year. The horse is theson ofBig Brown, 
which won the Kentucky Derby and Preakness Stakes 
in 2008 before finishing ninth in the Belmont Stakes. 

Considering the horse has participated in six races at 
the same track, it's tough to gain an accurate read on 
what to expect in longer, more competitive races in the 
Triple Crown. The longest race Dortmund participated 
in was the Santa Anita Derby, which runs at a length of 
1 1/8 miles (nine furlongs). The other five races were 
run at lengths of 1 1/16 miles (8.5 furlongs), meaning 
that Dortmund hasn't run a race comparable to Triple 
Crown lengths, something that needs to be taken into 
consideration when analyzing the horse. Aside from 
these minor deficiencies, Dortmund has a solid pedi
.gree and an experienced racing staff paving the path 
to success, both invaluable traits come Triple Crown 
season. 

While it's highly unlikely another Secretariat will be 
coming around anytime soon, there are a few notewor
thy candidates that possess the potential to capture the 
crown this 'year. Both American Pharoah and Dortmund 
have experienced, knowledgeable trainers and jockeys 
that are capable of leading their horses to victory in 
all th!ee jewels of the crown. The chase begins May 
2, when the trodden dirt surface at Churchill Downs 
is churned and beat-up once more, representing the 
beginning of a journey that ends in a drapery of white 
carnati'ons at Belmont Patk in New York on June 6. 
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