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...../ In the last year: 
-Over 100,000 Somali civilians were killed, injured 
or displaced in the ongoing armed conflict between 
pro-government forces (AMISOM) and extremist group 

-The total number of Africans living below the poverty line (US$1.25 per day) has 
increased 

-North Koreans continue to be liable to be searched by authorities as well as face 
military punishment for reading, watching or listening to foreign media materials or 
for expressing their political dissent. 

-In India, rape within marriage is still not recognized as a crime if the wife is over 
15 years of age. 

-Torture and other ill-treatment continue to be used with impunity in Russia 
-Over 170,000 (mainly Libyan) refugees and migrants arrived in Italy by sea, 

including more than 10,000 unaccompanied children 
Most of these people are helpless or innocent victims of deplorable conditions. 
In our own country, the number of Americans executed since the legalization 

of the death penalty has officially reached 1,394, and thousands of detainees are 
confined to cells for between 22 and 24 hours a day in conditions of stark social and 
environmental deprivation. 

Be that as it may, Amnesty has seen victories in the passing of the arms trade 
treaty, passing an act prohibiting violence against all women (VAWA), freeing hun
dreds of detained activists, journalists, and politicians worldwide, and spreading 
awareness of and officially abolishing the death penalty in certain areas. 

These have all been accomplished by Amnesty International (AI) and by similar. 

organizations. AI, started in 1963, is an international organization that works to fight 
these atrocities. Amnesty International is independent of any government, political 
ideology, economic interest or religion. By mobilizing the public, through volunteers 
and pqld employees, they work to combat issues revolving around: economic, social, 
and cultural rights; prisoners of conscience; gender and sexuality; human rights and 
d~fenders; the death penalty; torture; and youth. 

AI also reaches out by organizing and managing high school groups. The Hellgate 
chapter of AI has been up and running since February 2015, with its goal being a 
club to: inform students on global issues and human rights abuses and provide an 
outlet for such students to gain volunteer hours within the community. As of late, 
we've had guest speakers from the Peace Corps, a criminal lawyer from the Kaarma 
trial, and relatives of murder victims talking about the death penalty. The club re
volves around the goal of providing students with a window through which to view the 
world outside of their own lives, on both a local and global scale. 

Starting in the fall of the 2015 school year, members will be required to attend a 
set number of meetings or gain a certain number of volunteer hours through the club 
before their membership will be put on their official Hellgate transcript- along with a 
position of office if fulfilled. This enables members to miss a few meetings, but still 
maintain loyalty to the club. In establishing this club, I have had the fortune of talking 
to more progressive, passionate, influential, and intelligent people than I could ever 
have imagined. Founding this club has been an incredible learning experience for 
me, and I want to be able to pass that on to fellow students. 

Anyone and everyone is welcome and is encouraged to come to the meetings. We 
will meet every Friday at lunch in room 310. 

LET THEM EAT NOTHING: ANOREXIA IN FRANCE 
C 8 h al If I want to damage 
Y urc en my body, isn't that 

Assistant Editorials Editor my right? France has 

passed an interest
ing piece of legislation that expands the Frerich 
government's control over a person's body. France 
has a new law on the books that has created a 
minimum weight for catwalk models in an effort 
to combat anorexia. The bill states that women on 
the Body Mass Index lower than normal shall not 
be permitted to walk the catwalk. The general idea 
is that by" making it illegal for anorexics to be pub
lic figures, not only will the models be in a better 
place to cure their al iments, but the general pu~lic 
will stop seeing anorexia as something to aspire to. 
This is a really good idea, but it comes with a few 
problems. 

The role that a government plays in the con-
trol over a person's body is a tricky subject. This 
debate alludes to other sensitive topics, such as 
abortion and socialized medicine; how much con
trol should the government have over what you can 

and can't do to your body? The fact of the matter 
is that France has socialized medicine. This means 
that the government uses tax dollars to pay for 
your medical care. Because of this some would say 
that it is the government's right to say how you can 
or can't treat your body. On the other hand, the 
knowledge that the government can say what you 
can and can 't do with your own body is troubling to 
say the least. If it is illegal to deny a job to some
one because of 
religion or race, 
why should 
it be okay to 
do the same 
th ing because 
of a person's 
weight? 

The primary 
focus of this bill 
is to combat 
anorexia by 
targeting cat-

/ 

walk models and changing the publio's opinion of 
a beautiful weight. This is a good idea motivated 
by a true need to combat anorexia, but there are 
a few problems with this bill. Firstly this bill only 
affects catwalk models. Models who don't walk 
the catwafk can be as thin as they want. Secondly, 
this is the government saying that a person can't 
work if they are a certain weight. That is a mas
sive invasion of a person's personal rights. Lastly, 
anorexia is a treatable disease that is partially 
hereditary. Anorexia is a horrible disease, a blight 
even. Certainly steps should be taken to combat 
this disease, certainly tbdays unrealistic body 
standards are a factor in the frequency of this 
disease. The sad truth is this bill doesn't really do 
anything. The number of people who watch fashion 
shows compared to the number of people we see 
supermodels on posters or actors in films theres 
just no contest. This law is well intentioned, and 
there is a real necessity, but the government can't 
just a person isn't allowed to a certain weight. 


