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Profiling The Future: Presidential Candidates 2016
,/h With the summer of 2016 fast approach

ing, so too do the primary elections. In the 
past months, many politicians have an

nounced that they are running for nominations from the Democratic and Republi
can parties.

For the Democratic nomination, Hillary Clinton, former Senator from New York, 
former First Lady of the United States and former Secretary of State, has the 
best chance for winning the Democratic Nomination. Not only does Clinton have 
a name and image made for herself, she also appeals to young voters across the 
United States. With progressive but centrist statements and policies on education 
and immigration, Clinton starts with a significant edge thanks to popular shifts in 
states with electoral power, such as South Carolina and Ohio. Clinton also has a 
financial advantage with a campaign that has has raised well over $2 billion, with 
the help of “super PAC” donations and support Democratic establishment. With 
popular support and financial stability, Clinton stands as the main runner for the 
Democratic party.

The second runner for the Democratic nomination is Vermont senator Bernie 
Sanders, the longest-running Independent senator in congressional history. As a 
self proclaimed “democratic-socialist,” he clearly states his leftist ideology, prais
ing the success of the Nordic model, a governmental system used by countries like 
Sweden, Finland, Denmark and Norway, among others. Socialist ideas like tertiary 
education, universal healthcare and greater taxes are common amongst Sand
ers’ speeches. However, his strong stance may not connect with the moderate and 
centrist majority. This disconnect, combined with his lack of public image outside 
Vermont may make him an afterthought when compared to Clinton’s overarching 
popularity. However, his strong positions may force Clinton to adopt more firm and 
concrete stances in issues like education, economics and domestic policy as a whole.

For the Republican nomination, Ted Cruz, a senator from Texas, has started off 
by aligning himself with the anti-establishment Republicans, and the history of 
Bush and Obama has pushed the conservative party away from supporting the es
tablishment. Cruz can and will use this to his advantage, rallying the new conser
vatives and more evangelical South. However, Cruz is not alone in his position, and 
will not be the only anti-establishment conservative seeking the Republican nomi
nation. In addition, his somewhat controversial views on topics like gay marriage 
and climate change has alienated him from the youth majority and centrists. This
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primary might prove difficult for Cruz, even if he is able to raise enough money.

Rand Paul, Libertarian senator from Kentucky is running as a republican for 
the party nomination as well. His political opinions stem close to his father, Ron 
Paul, in that they highly value individual rights. Paul is also boosting off of the re
actionary conservative demographic in that he supports the separation of the state 
and the individual. The issue with Paul’s campaign is that he has tried to portray 
himself as too many things, without being able to show consistency in legislature 
and in public display. Paul’s isolationist approach to foreign policy has also made 
many major opponents inside the government, with people like John Bolton, former 
U.N. Ambassador, to label him a threat to U.S. foreign policy. Paul must deal with 
setting an image and a consistent set of values before he can believably gain the 
support of the Republican party.

These four candidates are the main runners in this season’s primary. Other 
Democratic candidates of note include Martin O’Malley, Jim Webb and Lincoln 
Chafee, all of whom have alluded to running for the nomination, but have not of
ficially announced it. Other Republican candidates who have announced they are 
running are Marco Rubio, Ben Carson, Carly Fiorina and Mike Huckabee. Several 
others have spoken of the possibility of running, such as Jeb Bush, Scott Walker 
and Chris Christie. This season will determine the shape of the debates and even
tually the office in 2016.
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