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Laurel Aytes: Pounding out the Poems 
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For many, poetry is something they 
are forced to do in English class. How

ever, for Hellgate sophomore Laurel Aytes, 
poetry has become one of her most valued 
creative outlets. It all started when she was 
assigned a creative writing project in the 
sixth grade. " I really liked writing, so after 
that [assignment], I started writing a lot on 
my own time;' Aytes explained. Since then, 
she has further embraced poetry, as well 
as many other forms of literary art. Aytes 
has taken her craft to both the paper and 
the stage, and has participated in local slam 
poetry readings. Her work is not limited 
to slam, though. A talented, versatile poet, 
Laurel Aytes weaves dactylic magic in 
many or its various, beautiful forms. 

People of all ages, backgrounds and 

Sophomore poet Laurel Aytes: Photo by Mia Belich walks oflife view poetry is an instru-
mental component in self-expression. "I 

think poetry is an important thing for people at any age, especially in high school. .. It's a 
wonderful outlet for self expression, and it's a way to talk about things one feels strongly 
about, whether it be a personal experience, a social issue, or a sunset. It's a uniquely power-
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Aytes, noting the importance 
of practice in poetry {and any 
other profession, for that matter.) 
True to its catchy words, practice 
makes perfect, and the time that 
Aytes has put into her writing 
has made her come pretty darn 
close. 

It is often said that in order to 
be a successful artist, one must 
have a source of inspiration. That 
inspiration can come from na
ture, other artists, the beauty of 
everyday objects, or almost any
thing else, but regardless, some 
form of inspiration is necessary 
in the process of making art. Po
etry can be a bit tenacious when 
it comes to finding a subjective 

muse - after all, how can one express their thoughts in words without sounding 
overly explanatory or literal? "I think the inspiration for a lot of my writing just 
comes from the people around me ... little occurrences and conversations, as well 
as from other forms of art:' said Aytes. As is the case with other art forms, small, 
relatable details are of the essence when it comes to poetry. They give it life and 
depth, turning it from a series of words in a document to a formidable bouquet of 
raw, powerful human emotion. 

Poetry is not just for the enjoyment of others; writers are constantly learning 
more as they progress in their avocation. "Writing poetry has helped me in a lot 
of ways;' said Aytes. "It's helped me talk about things I care about, and express 
my thoughts on paper. It's gotten me interested in reading other people's poetry, 
as well as reading my poetry publiclY:' Many poets find that writing poetry helps 
them to find a refreshing, iambic voice in a largely prosaic world, which brings 
new light to many of the subjects that others look upon as trivial or unimportant. 

Regardless of people's opinions on poetic works, yours or otherwise, it is 
important to take pride in one's own efforts. "Even if it's mediocre, or you feel like 
you don't have anything to say ... don't be afraid to write bad or cheesy poetry;' 
said Aytes in an interview. While taking on a project in any artistic pursuit, it is 
imperative that this positive mindset is kept religiously. No matter what anybody 
else thinks of your work, the most important opinion is your own. 
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