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· /, . timidation." This hooliganism is connected with delinquent and 
As the players of River Plate soccer club, of Buenos Aires, skinhead culture. In some countries, especially Spain, football 

left the locker room and ran out of the tunnel onto the stadium hooliganism is associated with a superficial level of crude rae
field, things became ugly. Rival Boca Junior fans had cut an ism, and nationalist ideologies. There is a mob mentality, where 
opening in the arena entrance tunnel to mace and pepper spray the situation of being in a large group of people at a competitive 
River players as they exited the tunnel, which caused the game event can cause heightened emotion and rash decisions. Racist 
to be cancelled. "My whole body hurts," River player Leonardo abuse of non-white players is common in Europe, typically in 
Ponzio said. "They threw- I'm not sure what it was- pepper the form of catcalls and online slandering. Fans will often riot 
spray at us. This just can't be." At least four players were diag- or skirmish with opposing fans, but sometimes even attack the 
nosed with inflamed corneas after hospital visits, and several other team! South American fans seem to be the worst culprits. 
were burned from the spray. In 2013, Argentina suffered 18 soccer related deaths, Colombia 

Soccer is the biggest of all sports. It has reached nearly all totaled 40, and Brazil had 30, the highest in the country's his
ethnicities and regions of the planet, and the lack of equipment tory. So what is often called "the beautiful sport" can have a 
and ease of play has appealed to the entire world. There's an dingy and thuggish side too. 
estimated 3.5 billion people fan base, which is over a third of One of the worst events in soccer's violent history is the 
the world's population. The origin of soccer is contended by Heyse! disaster, which occurred in the Liverpool-Juventus 1985 
historians, as ball-kicking games are recorded in ancient Japan, European Cup Final. Juventus fans were attacked by their coun
China and Greece. However, modern soccer seems to have its terparts from Liverpool, and in their panic, collapsed an entire 
root in England, being historically recorded in the medieval stadium wall trying to escape .. The wall collapsed on the hordes, 
times. and even more were trampled to death during the chaos. The of-

One of the largest issues in soccer is the violent and unruly ficial released death toll was 39, with an additional350 injured. 
aspect of soccer. Modern soccer's association with violence Jumping back in time to 1964, at an Olympic qualifying match 
has had roots since the sport's origin. Soccer in the BOO's was between Peru and Argentina, a referee cancelled a crucial Peru
not just a game, but a way for the men of villages and towns to vian goal just minutes from the final whistle. The call sparked 
settle rival disputes and feuds, often haying hundreds of play- protests. from fans, which turned into riots and a pitch invasion 
ers in a match and descending into brawls. Nowadays there is a after Argentina won the match. The security forces used tear 
term for the acts: football (soccer) hooliganism. It even has its gas, and caused panic. The situation was worsened with the 
own Wikipedia page. Football hooliganism is described as "un- asinine violence killing least 328 people. Now back to more 
ruly, yi_plent, and destructive behaviour by overzealous sup- recent times, a notable event in 2012 was the mayhem in Port 
porters of soccer clubs, including brawling, vandalism and in- Said, Egypt After an El Masry victory over El Ahly, thousands 
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of El Masry fans stormed the stadium stands and the pitch, 
violently attacking the rival spectators using knives, stones, 
bottles, and fireworks. At least 72 spectators were killed and 

-over 500 were injured. 
Soccer is sport that has a justified popularity around the 

world, given its simple rules and lack of equipment and cost. 
Bbut ist has a complex problem, with no easy answer. It's time 
for the soccer players to step up and tell their fans to be re
sponsible. 

Common example of football hooliganism 
(photo courtesy ol Wikipedia Commons) 

Looking back on the season as the end of the 2014-15 Finals approaches,this 
was a tumultuous 82 games for everybody. From the return of Derrick ·Rose, 
to the emergence of Anthony Davis as a superstar, and Kobe Bryant passing 

·Jordan as No. 3 on the all-time scoring list, this was as entertaining as is was 
dreary. 

However, there is a big problem. Players and managers across the league 
are calling for action on the massive imbalance in power and skill between the 
Eastern and Western conferences. The Western conference is much stronger 
than the Eastern, and there seems to be no end to the imbalance in the near 
future. Young stars in the West like Lillard, Davis, and Rookie of the Year Wig· 
gins seem to assure Western supremacy for years to come. Currentzy the NBA 
playoff structure is structured like this: the top eight teams from each confer· 
ence are selected to compete in brackets for both, and three rounds of elimina· 
tion the the top team from the Western and Eastern brackets meet in the NBA 
Finals. However, this system is becoming problematic. Good teams, even great 
ones in the West aren't making it to deep in the playoffs because all the teams 
are harsh competitors. In this past season the Oklahoma City Thunder (45-37) 
didn't make the playoffs in the West, beaten out by the Pelicans, while in the 
East three teams made the playoffs without winning records. This isn't a new 
theme either. The Western conference has had a winning record over the East· 
ern conference for 15 of the last 16 seasons. The Western conference's tough 

competition ca~ause mediocre teams from that conference to bottom out in 
hopes getting a be~ter draft pick because making the playoffs is so difficult. 
Also, TV and entertainment deals in the Eastern Conference are suffering 
from loss of interest in their broadcasting agreements and live coverage since 
the teams are rather lackluster. Many commissioners, especially in the West, 
are complaining that the playoff system needs to be redesigned. 

One of the most recognized proposals on the table right now would be to 
simply take the top 16 teams from the entire league, instead of the top eight 
from each conference. This would help make right the off-kilter aspect of the 
league, but also proposed is taking the top team from each of the six divisions 
(there are two conferences in the league, and three divisions per conference) 
and then the ten next best teams. Thankfully, the higher-ups in the league 
understand the issue and are sympathetic, ''We are studying the issue closely," 
says Adam Silver, the NBA's commissioner. 

The searc_h for a solution has been pressed beyond the baby steps to plan· 
ning and ideas, but there is no plan yet. RussellWestbrook, of the disgruntled 
Thunder, won the scoring title this year. But to him the title is worthless if 
they don't make the playoffs."Doesn't mean nothing," Westbrook said. "Good 
job. Hurray. I'm at home. Watching other teams play. Doesn't mean nothing." 
Hopefully Adam Silver and the rest of the league managers can come to a deci· 
sion soon and fix this broken system. 
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