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This last month, the United Kingdom held 
a general election to appoint its 56th parlia· 
ment. 650 constituencies were chosen through 
votes in local elections that concluded with 
many new seats in the House of Commons. 
With a majority party in Parliament, this 
election is one that will determine the future 
of the United Kingdom. 

With 331 seats out of 650, The Conserva· 
tive party, also dubbed the "Tories," have 
gained 28 seats since the last election. This 
sets them in place as the 
majority party, having 
more than 326 members 
in the parliament. They 
are headed by the incum · 
bent Prime Minister David 
Cameron, who has served 
as the head of the Conser· 
vative party since 2005, and 
Prime Minister since 2010. 
The Conservative Party 

riet Harman, has taken the position of acting 
Leader of the Labour party. The center· left 
experienced setbacks due to their loss in 2010, 
and is expected to suffer further legislative 
undoing in the future as a result of this loss. 

Holding 56 of 650 seats is the Scottish 
Nationalist Party, or the SNP. Their relatively 
new success (a result of the Scotland lnde· 
pendence Referendum of 2014) has delivered 
them the position of the 3rd largest party 
in the United Kingdom House of Commons. 
Party Leader Nicola Sturgeon, dubbed "The 
Most Powerful Woman in Britain," serves 

as an icon for Scottish Na· 
tionals wanting a fair share 
and say in the future of the 
UK. Though the Tories and 
Nationalists claim the SNP 
seek to destroy the United 
Kingdom as it stands, the sue· 
cess of the progressive SNP 
has shown that the Scots are 
willing to join in the political 
process. 

has held a considerable 
amount of historical power, 
as both Winston Churchill 
and 'Iron Lady,' Margaret 
Thatcher, served as heads 
of the Conservative Tories. 

Incumbent Prime Minister David Cameron 
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Finally, the last major 
party is the Liberal Demo· 
crats. After losing 48 seats to 
the SNP, Labour and Conser· 
vative Tories, the Lib·Dems 
loss is exemplary of the major 
political shift, sitting at 8 out As a center-right party, it is Northern Ireland) 

expected that they will con· 
tinue with conservative legislation, which en· 
titles limiting state power and opening trade 
and free markets. With this win of a majority, 
the conservative party will be able to heavily 
dictate the future of the United Kingdom. The 
majority will ensure and maintain a positive 
relationship with the European Union. 

With 232 seats out of 650, a loss from 
256/650 last election, the Labour party stands 
as the main opposition and historic rival 
to the Conservative Tories. The center· left 
group's waning political image was further 
sullied by the resignation of their party 
leader, Ed Miliband, following the electoral 
announcement. In saying that he was ''Truly 
sorry," Miliband confirms this significant 
political wound. His deputy chairwoman, Har· 

of 650 seats. Just like Labour, 
the head of the Liberal Democrats Nick Clegg 
has also stepped down from his position, leav· 
ing his vacant role open to an internal .party 
vote. The power has been directed towards 
nationalist parties and the Conservative To· 
ries and away from left-liberal parties. 

The remaining seats have gone to the 
{;ish-nationalist Sinn Fein (4 seats), the 
Welsh-nationalist Plaid Cymru (3 seats), Eng· 
lish and Welsh Greens (1 seat), the outspoken 
UK Independence Party (1 seat), and the 
Democratic Unionist Party(8 seats), Ulster 
Unionist Party (2 seats) and the Social Demo· 
cratic & Labour Party (3 seats.) Even with so 
many perspectives represented, the results of 
this election cement Conservative control for 
another 5 years. 
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