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FIRE SEASON PREPARES TO BURN 
MONTANA AGAIN 
Evan Kalm / Assistant News Editor 

It's that time of year again. was quickly evacuated due to a 
When forests and grasslapds get forest fire nearby. Although the 
dry and the smallest of sparks can evacuation was lifted hours later, 
start a huge wildfire. Forest fire 700 acres of forest just west of 
season is starting in Montana, the community of Red Lodge 
and just like every year, it should were burned due to strong winds. 
continue heaviley through the Wildfires usually don' t pick 
summer. Due to early spring for- up until June, having one as early 
est fires, many people in western as late March is very uncommon. 
Montana are predicting a tough' Even though the ski mountain 
wildfire season. "We usually is filled with snow below, there 
don' t get much this early, but was a good amount of dry grass 
there's already been some fires in in the field by the resort, which 
the Bitterroot. It 's a little scary," is believed to be the cause of the 
said Connor Cyr, a Hellgate early fire. 
Sophomore who lives in Lolo. April 21 was when the 

At around 4 a.m. on May 12 prescribed burn took place in 
in Alberton, a fire was spotted the Bitterroot in 2015 in order 
and eventually burned down the to help the forest. When there is 
entire house ofKnute and Sandy an area of forest with no people 
Tocci, who was hospitalized in and few animal inhabitants, 
the incident. It is believed the firefighters will burn areas of it 
fire started in the house, however on purpose this method is called 
it quickly spread to the forest a pr-escribed burn. As long as 
surrounding the property. School the fire is contained it is helpful 
in Alberton was cancelled due to to the forest. The burn· covered 
the fire. around 60 acres and took place in 

As early as March 29, fires the Sapphire Mountains just east 
were already beginning to ravage of Stevensville, since then there 
the state. Red Lodge Ski Resort have been prescribed burns near 

Hamilton and Darby. The Bitter
root National forest is working 
hard to keep its forests healthy 
early on this year. 

Prescribed burns may seem 
like a strange tactic to much 
of the public, but they actually 
help improve wildlife since most 
plants respond positively to forest 
fires. And they also help re.duce 
chances of high intensity forest 

· fires by reducing the amount of 
fuel to burn. 

Montana was ranked as the 
eighth state with the greatest 
number of forest fires (according 
to a poll done by Forbes in 2014). 
"Every year we can see them up 
in the mountains from my house, 
they've never gotten close to us. 
I honestly hope they never do," 
said Keith Babbitt, a Hellgate 
student who lives in Turah. 

The wildfire season for Mon
tana is still in its early stages and 
has yet to feature any big fires . 
Based on the fire activity as early 
as March in some parts of the 
state, it seems likely this will be a 
difficult wildfire season. 

THE FREEDOM THAT FOLLOWS 
Nick Hanser/ Staff Writer . 

As graduation approaches for the students of Hellgate High School, most look forward to the freedom that 
accompanies the end of high school. While overlooking the potential issues that they will encounter in the 
course of their freedom. With graduation being one of the most anticipated moments in any high schooler's 

career, the whole event passes by as a blur with little attention to detail. One detail in particular that people are 
causing controversy over, is the man delivering the commencement speech at this year's graduation ceremony. 
The speaker of the commencement speech, Montana Republican Congressman Ryan Zinke. 

For most this will pose no problem but to those whom it does concern it is due entirely to 
Congressman Zinke's political views. The speech though does express some personal opinion from the speak
er, is intended to keep from pushing political views onto impressionable young adults. Though the idea of a 

political figure delivering a commencement speech is not abnormal; the amount of conflict that this has caused 

is alarming. People supporting Congressman Zinke have made the claim that those against the congressman 
are against the United States Marines as Zinke is an ex-marine: In any case, people are allowed to form their 
own opinions. 

Whether graduates choose to move onto college or enter into the business world immediately, it is a mo
mentous occasion and a huge step for any young adult. ·As graduation comes and passes so will the conflict 

surrounding it as it is not as much of a pressing issue as people make it out to be. Congressman Zinke was 
presented with this honor because he is a person of great marrot and who is qualified to deliver a commence
ment speech. Montana as a state with a population of just over a million people has only one representative in 
the United States Congress. Hell gate has been given the honor of having this representative speak to the next 
generation of working individuals. One of the main concerns of people opposed, is that the political ideals of 
Congressman Zinke will be impressed upon these students. 

Despite all of the conflict, graduation is and should always be looked forward to as a highlight of one's high 

schoo~career. The chance to walk across the stage and look out over the crowd of fellow students is a chance 
that should not be overlooked due to one small detail regarding the ceremony. Congressman Zinke being are

publican party member is often disagreed with by those in the democratic party. The disappointing fact of it all 

is that people have made it about the parents when the event should be about the kids being honored for their 
accomplishments .. People have made this a conflict when conflict isn' t necessary and unwanted. What should 
be remembered is that above all else it is for the graduates and to propel them into the next part of their lives. 

.Are you troubled by someone's · drinking? 

1Uateen can help. 
!lateen is a fellowship of young 

people under 19 years old whose lives 
are affected by alcoholism. 

Meetings at 2:15 every Thursday throughout the summer 
Garden City Church 

1100 South Higgins Avenue 


