
4 Editorials 
Hellgate Extracurricular Coaches' Pay Surprising 
Henry Charman/Staff Writer b An interenlsting, 

ut commo y over-
looked, subject is the perceived existence of a pay-gap 
between academic and athletic coaches. This is a touchy 
and controversial topic to many. The common stereo
type is that athletic coaches get paid significantly more 
than academic coaches, but in reality, this may not be 
the case. 

There are a number of misconceptions about this 
theme. Freshman Phoebe Autio 'M athletic coach will 
get paid more than an academic coach becau~ outside 
of class, sports are a bigger thing than academics and 
they're capitalized on more:' The majority of students 
shared the same mindset, and were shocked when they 
found out the truth. 

as the successes of Hellgate's basketball or soccer teams. 
In addition, stereotypes like this stick in people's minds 
because of the salaries that big-time sports coaches are 
making. Overall, the mis~onceptions about unequal 
pay in the line of coaching should be put to rest because 
there is no injustice being done at a high school level. 

An unofficial poll of students at Hellgate conducted 
this week showed that most students feel that athletic 
coaches get paid more than academic coaches. The stu
dents felt this way for a number of reasons. 

"Sports are more important to a lot of people than 
academics;' said senior Mickell Mannel. "That's more in 
college though;' he said. '~t a high school level, academ
ic coaches would probably get paid more than athletic 
coaches because academics matter more in high school:' 

Information regarding the extracurricular pay scale 
showed that the Drama Director (Laramie Dean), Band 
Director (Leon Slater), and Speech and Debate Director 
(Oliver Nordlund) average an additional $5,305 to their 
salaries for their time put in outside of school hours. 
The football coach (Matt Softich), basketball coach (Jeff 
Hays), and track coach (Alan Pfister) also earn a similar 
average. The academic and athletic coaches are all 
rewarded with the same amount of pay, but as Koppang 
said, the more years the coaches have been a part of the 
program, the more they get added to their salaries. 

The perception of disparity in these salaries may 
There are also people who think differently, like 

health teacher Hallie Koppang. "I didn't know that's 
what most people thought;' she said. "Most coaches get 
paid more by the amount of years they've put in;' said 
Koppang. "If a speech and debate coach has been there 
for only two years, he will get paid less than a basketball 
coach who has been coaching that team for 14 years:' 

be at play because of the fact that people pay far more 
attention to sports than they do to academic programs. 
The Hellgate speech and debate team has been to the 
state competition several times, and on a few occasions, 
even to Nationals. This isn't talked about nearly as much Academics vs Athletics (by Molly Gray) 

·US Bungles Relations, Starts Killing People 
I Politics is, when it comes down to it, the 

Cy Burchenal Editorials Editor balancing and rebalancing of friends and adver-

saries. These terms are as fluid as they are relative. 
Nations that we once thought of as close allies are now bitter enemies. Nations that we 
likely should think of as adversaries are treated as close friends. Regardless of the relation
ship, it is important to keep the two separate. A nation can still trade with an adversary, 
but true friendships should be reserved for few nations, as they will often bring a nation 
into conflict. 

American warplanes are fighting alongside Iranian forces. Fifteen hundred miles to the 
south, Iran is supporting a revolution in Yenien by the minority Houthi religious group. 
Iran is Shia, as are the Houthi. Saudi Arabia is Sunni, as was the Yemeni government that 
the Houthi overthrew. Saudi Arabia is right next door to Yemen, and hates Iran even more 
than Israel. So the next logical step was to mount an air campaign against the Houthi. 
Neither Saudi Arabia or Iran wants to be at war with the other, so they've engaged in a 
proxy war. A good comparison is the influence of the USSR and the US in the Vietnam 
War. The US gets a lot of its oil from the Saudis, so of course it sends war planes to bomb 
the Houthi. The US is fighting alongside Iran in Iraq, but just to the south they're bombing 
rebels backed by Iran. 1his places absolutely everyone involved in a fantastically uncom
fortable position. Iran has even less inclination to negotiate with the US on the nuclear 
deal, the US now has to fight alongside people they are in a proxy war with. Saudi Arabia 
doesn't know if they can trust the us considering they are fighting alongside their mortal 
enemy. It's essentially a very weird geopolitical love/hate triangle. This is why mixing busi
ness and pleasure is a dangerous idea. 

It's safer to keep business allies and military allies more separate. If person A knows 

they can make a ton of money from doing business with person B, and they also know that 
person B will back them with them up if they get into. trouble, then they have no reason 
to not get into trouble. Conversely, If person A knows that their starting troubles jeopar
dizes their relationship with Person B, they are less likely to start trouble. 1his is. the exact 
relationship between Japan, China, and the US. The US is economic allies with China, 
and military allies with Japan. Because China knows they will lose American economic 
support if they mess with Japan, 
and will lose the US as an ally, 
China is very cautions when as-

. serting its military in the South 
China sea. 

With a nation as powerful 
as the US, every action makes 
waves. If the US wants to defeat 
ISIL, prevent to proliferation of 
nuclear arms, and stop a large 
scale Middle Eastern war, then 
it should think long and hard 
before it starts to kill someone. In 
a place as diverse and dynamic as 
the Middle East, all options and 
responses must be considered 
before an action as radical as a 
bombing is undertaken. Obama and the Ayatollah (by Molly Gray) 


