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Say Wh~ t?! Annie Zavitz /Assistant Editorials Editor 

1. What is your opinion on Senior Capstone Projects being made optional until stan
dards and requirements are agreed upon by a committee? 
2. Do you plan on completing a Senior Capstone Project if it is an option your senior 
year? 

Susu Oo, freshman 
1. "I think it's good, because then you have an option to do it 
or not based on your own opinion and you're not forced to do 
it. During your junior and senior years you have a lot of things 
to do counting in colleges and stuff. Maybe it's not who you are 
and what you want to do, so you should be able to decide if you 
want to or not:' 
2. "I would do a senior project because I think it would be a 
good idea. It would look good to colleges and it could prepare 

for the real world:' 
Ethan Town, freshman 
1. "It's a good idea, I guess, because some people may not 
really have time but if you do, I think you should do it 
because it would be a good experience." 
2. ''I'm not sure if I'd do one. Maybe if it would get a col
lege's attention, say if they see you do a project that they are 
very _interested in:' 

Sarah Hendryx, sophomore 
1. "I feel as though the optional Senior Capstone Project is 
a lot more convenient for the students that aren't capable 
of committing to one. While we should already contribute 
to our community in some way, some kids don't have the 
time or resources to do so:' 
2. "I will do a senior project seeing as I have no valid 
excuse not to:· 

Haley Stubbs, junior 
1. "Yes, becuase some kids don't have time to do them. , 
Some have jobs and IB classes to worry about:' 
2. "No, I don't feel the need to. I have other school 
·work to worry about. I don't think colleges will care ifl 1 
complete a senior project or not:' 

Don't Mess With Texas 
Annie Zavitz /Assistant Editorials Editor For the past few weeks, Texas 

has been battered by severe storms, 

causing terrifying flash-floods throughout and state and north into southeast 

Oklahoma. 
The first warnings of flash floods were issued on Saturday, May 23 and since 

then, May 2015 has been declared the single wettest month on record in Texas 

and Oklahoma. The death toll has risen to 31 and at least 7 people are still miss

ing. 
Houston Mayor Annise Parker explained that the rain was causing two prob

lems: the first being that it's causing rivers in the surrounding area to flood and 
overflow, the second was that the prior week's rain caused the ground to be highly 

saturated and therefore did not allow the ground to absorb current rainfall. 

Many stories of heroic rescue have surfaced as well as heartbreaking stories of 

those who have died or gone missing, but among them, how many fatalities could 

have been prevented? 
Over 2,500 cars were stranded on highways and roadways Tuesday night, 

which was said to be one of the worst days. That night, according to ABC News, 
almost 1000 incidents were reported and over 500 were "water-related:' Danny 

Perez, a spokesperson for the Texas Department of Transportation urged com
muters to stay home and take the day off due to the rain and flash flooding. 

Many individuals however, can't risk missing a day at work due to reasons 

including a bad financial situation or previously made commitments. 
Kaitlyn Etie, a sophomore in Spring, Tx, just outside of Houston, said, "May 

25th was my school district's last make up day so we couldnt have missed the next 

day on the 26th even if the school district had wanted to ... if we have like a snow 

day or flood day we have to come in on a holiday to make it up:' 
''A majority of the students attending my high school were outraged that the 

district board would make not only adults, but students attend school when flash 

flood warnings had been issued three times the day before;' Etie added. 

How far a natural disaster warning reaches varies greatly between neighbor
hoods, depending on a household's schedule, financial situation, or behaviors, not 

to mention a variety of other reasons. A family may not be able to afford a televi
sion or they may be on vacation and not have enough time to prepare. 

Many people also tend to compare extreme weather warnings to previous 
weather warnings when the damage hadn't been nearly as destructive as the me

dia had made it out to be at the time. This has caused a large wave of distrust to 

fall over citizens when considering their options when extreme weather warnings 

are issued. This can be another reason that someone may choose to ignore warn

ings. 
"There were people driving around a day before hurricane Ike was supposed to 

hit, of course i brushed it off;' Etie said. 
These points of view are held across the country and don't vary between the 

type of natural disaster and severity of it. However in some cases, it pays to play it 

safe and stay home or visit a relative in a different state for the time being. 
During Saturday evening's Houston Astros-Chicago White Sox game, Minute 

Maid Ballparks' field was flooded three to four inches despite having the roof 

closed. Fans were pelted with rain upon arrival and departure. 


