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Krakauer Unleashes Controversy 

Jon Krakauer, author of several Annie Zavitz / Assistant Editorials Editor 
books chronicling the outdoors, 

recently published a book on the disturbing reality of rape in college towns. The book, 
titled Missoula: Rape and the Justice System in a College Town, reveals the scandalous 
truth about rape in University towns and, perhaps more importantly, about the way it's 
handled. · 

Rape has become a huge problem in recent years, especially when it's featured on 
television shows and movies often as it is. 

The objectification of women in so much of the media adds to this problem as well. 
Beer ads, for example, often feature women who are seen as objects that come along 
with the drink as if to say, if you buy the drink, you'll get the girl. According to the Rape, 
Abuse, and Incest National Network, 293,000 people are sexually assaulted every year 
and 98% of rapists won't go to jail for their crimes. 

In addition, 68% of sexual assaults aren't reported to police. This can stem from the 
fear that one's attacker will return or that they will not be believed. Many victims of sexu
al assault are also ashamed of being assaulted, caused to believe that it was their fault, as 
promoted in the media or in quotes similar to "she was asking for it:' 

Although the justice system and its way of handling rape cases is the main focus of 
the book, controversy lies in other aspects of the book as well. Many Missoulians are of
fended by the idea of their home getting bad publicity from Krakauer's book. 

While it's understandable to be protective of your home, it's unfair to be offended 
when someone is trying to shine light on a more pressing issue, especially the topic of 
rape and sexual abuse. The focus of the book is to reveal the truth about what is going 
on behind closed doors when it comes to real rape cases in college towns, not to single 
Missoula out for blame. 

In Missoula, Krakauer writes, "Rather than being the nation's capital, Missoula had 
an incidence of sexual assault that was in fact slightly less than the national average:' 
The book's main focus is on the problem at hand, the way rape is handled in the justice 
system. 

In Krakauer's own words, "This book is an effort to understand what deters so many 
rape victims from going to the police, and to comprehend the the repercussions of sexual 
assault from the perspective of those who have been victimized:' 

Another controversy to keep in mind is the mixed reactions of some griz fans towards 
the book and their reasoning. Many individuals believe that if they're against the way the 
rape charges have been handled, they're against the Griz sports teams as well. This feel
ing has caused a wave of controversy to sweep Missoula and its locals. While many be
lieve that the way these rapes have been handled is wrong, they don't want to go against 
something the community so strongly supports. 

To an extent, this is understandable. Any individual would have trouble going against 
the grain, especially if it is with a topic so important to a community. However, the safety 
of individuals and the judicial system in Missoula is more important than athletics 

The book was written as a call to action for people to stand up and recognize what is 
going wrong, a problem that needs to be fixed. Missoulians should feel inspired to make 
a change and participate in the movement, not be offended that someone is pointing out 
a problem that is Is need of fixing. 

Most of the controversy sits in the hands of the reader when they choose how to 
interpret the information given. It is up to the public to weigh the true values of safety 
in a town versus the continuation of traumatizing events and sexual assaults. Missoula 
reveals the truth about rape, it's a call to action to correct the justice system in such an 
underexposed area. 
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US Must Respond To ISIL 
Cy Burchenal / Editorials Editor 

Since the beginning of the Arab 
Spring, the US has fought its hard
est to stay out of the conflict. Cer
tain actions were taken in Libya 
by the US against Gaddafi, but by 
and large it's been the Syrian Civil 
War that's posed the greatest threat 
of bringing the US into a major 
Middle Eastern conflict. Steps were 
taken, and lines were drawn. The 
general consensus was that the US 
should not intervene and become 
stuck in another endless war. 
Because of this dissent, no support 
was given to an opposition force 
while groups were clear. Since then 
the entire situation has broken 
down into Lord of the Flies-esque 
anarchy. Now the. world finds 
itself embroiled in a larger con
flict against an almost universally 
despised threat. 

The War against ISIL has proved 
difficult at best and useless at 
worst. Recently, ISIL has had two 
great victories: the capture of Pal
myra and the fall of Ramadi. Both 
of these cities are of great strategic 
importance, but only one is a great 
philosophical victory for ISIL. In 
both 2004 and 2006 the US fought 
large battles for the capture of Ra
madi, costing many American lives 
each time. Infantry battles with 
ISIL have offered 1ackluster results. 
The Iraqis are an ineffective fight
ing force, and the Kurds will only 
fight to protect their homeland. 
Despite a massive air campaign 
and increased materiel support to 
the Kurds and Iraqis, ISIL has con
tinued to expand its territory. They 
can't be held at bay by the Kurd
ish Peshmerga and Iraqi Security 
Forces, because of this the time has 

come put US military boots on the 
ground. 

A war can't be won by airpower 
alone. Air support is certainly 
important in a conflict, but it is 
a tertiary facet of modern war. 
Military progress is made by the 
occupation of territory. The most 
effective way to use air power, as 
we've learned in recent history, is 
to weaken enemy position and dis
rupt supply routes so that ground 
forces have an easier time seizing 
territory. Because there are several 
different factions acting as ground 
forces against ISIL, communica
tion and usage of air power is dif
ficult. Multiple languages make 
communication difficult, multiple 
agendas make cooperation hard, 
and differing orders make for a 
ineffective war machine. What the 
US is doing is posturing, making 
it look as if they are helping. Air 
campaigns are a political move, 
not a military one. The US has the 
resources to wage air war in their 
sleep. A real commitment would 
be to put forces on the ground so 
actual progress can be made, but 
before that the US needs to make 
up its mind. Does the US want 
the defeat of ISIL or not? They 
need to either commit to a conflict 
and all that it entails or get out of 
the conflict. As it stands, the US 
is wasting resources and risking 
lives while having no promise of 
actual progress. The citizens and 
journalists of America and Ameri
can allies were executed and their 
demises spread across the web. The 
time has come for the full might 
of American military muscle to be 
utilized against this foe. American 
boots on the ground are needed. 


