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Trans rights are something that 
have been a topic of discussion and 
controversy. The Missoula County 
Public School District has had policy 
that protects students, though some 
think otherwise. An example of the 
divisive nature of this topic is Lila 
Perry. Perry, a transgender student in 
Hillsboro, Missouri, was the subject 
of walkouts after students and their 
parents disagreed with her using the 
women's locker room. Lila Perry was 
bom a biological male but identifies as 
a female. Many students felt uncom
fortable and vocalized their feelings to

OUt f°r ^ans rights.the school and state. However, state law 
* ' ' '. in Missouri protects trans students from
being forced use the bathrooms of their biological gender. However, she was 
not alone. A counter walkout, arranged by her family and her supporters, demon
strated their dedication to making their school an accepting place.This story is one 
of many, as cases of trans students encountering opposition or controversy have 
divided many communities across the U.S.

“Coming from a trans person, there’s a lot of dysphoria around being trans.” 
sophomore Shay Sullivan said. “The way I see it is whenever you go into a bath
room or a locker room it’s not show and tell. You’re just using it for it’s purpose. 
Even in the locker room, I change in the showers, because I don’t want anyone to 
see my body. Certain parts of my body make me uncomfortable, and the last thing 
I would want to do is make someone else uncomfortable. I’m not posing a threat 
in any way,” Sullivan said.

The largest source of division for Hillsboro came from the fact that Lila 
Perry has not had any hormonal treatment, and thus has the body of a man in the 
eyes of most students.

“You know, surgeries are a big thing; they’re expensive, hard to get, you need

need to be on hormones for two years. So I think that it’s really unrealistic to say 
that you need to be reconstructed to use a basic facility, and you’re also objec
tifying that person for something that makes them really uncomfortable. In my 
opinion, you shouldn’t,” Sullivan said.

One of the proposed solutions in Hillsboro was to implement a gender neutral 
bathroom, which was supported by those opposed to Perry’s use of the regular 
facilities. However, Perry refused the offer of a bathroom, which was addressed 
both from the state of Missouri and the Hillsboro School district.

“I think it’s a good idea, even for those who identify with their assigned 
gender. But in her case, I can totally understand her point of view. I do think that 
there needs to be a gender neutral bathroom if it’s requested,” Sullivan said.

With the topic of trans rights striking so close to home, the administration and 
the student body will decide the future of both Lila Perry, and potentially trans 
students here at Hellgate.

The Missoula County Public Schools District has many protective regulations 
under the Equal Education policy. Originally adopted in 2003, and revised in 
2015, the Equal Education policy guarantees “Equal educational opportunities for 
all students without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, religion, creed, dis
ability economic or social conditions, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
nonconformity or actual marital or parental status.”

The Equal Education Policy continues, “No student shall, on the basis of sex, 
be denied equal access to programs, activities, services, or benefits or be limited 
in the exercise of any right, privilege, or advantage, or be denied equal access to 
educational or extracurricular programs and activities. No student shall, on the 
basis of that student’s gender identity or gender nonconformity, be denied equal 
access to programs, activities, services, or benefits or be limited in the exercise of 
any right, privilege, or other advantage or denied equal access to educational or 
extracurricular programs or activities.”

The district asserts that they protect the rights of all students, no matter their 
gender identity, and Equal Education guarantees this through policy. The truth 
behind it all is that no one wants to hurt or abuse others, but rather the different 
ideas of comfort and acceptance. No matter what, the students and district want to 
make our schools a safer and more accepting place for everyone.
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