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Say What?! School Cheers Korbin Bragstad: Student Trustee 
Evan Kalm /Assistant News Editor . 

1. What do you consider to be an inappropriate cheer? 
2. How do you feel about chants like 'Bonner' being cheered at school events? 
3. Do you enjoy the cheers that are done frequently at sporting events/assemblies? 

Granger Eichhorn- Junior 
1. A chant that is quiet, with no spirit put into it. 

------ 2. I enjoy it, I've never heard of anyone being of
..._......:.~ fended by it 

3. Yes I like the elevator one especially, they're all 
fun and games. 

Donal Lakatua/ News Editor At 19, Korbin Bragstad, will be the 
youngest member of the Missoula County 

School Board. Bragstad's campaign and eventual selection for a 
seat on the board of trustees was all fostered by his experiences at 
Hellgate. · 

"The most difficult thing was juggling school, work, and the 
campaign," Bragstad said. "Campaigns are incredibly time con
suming and require a lot of work and organization. With that said 
I would do it all over again in a heartbeat, I learned so much and 
got to meet so many people, it was really a great experience. As 
someone who was just a student at Hellgate, I have the unique 
perspective on what it is like to actually be in the classroom every-

Rhian Clark- English Teacher 
1. Any cheer that makes somebody uncomfortable. 
Whether it's a sensitive topic or an inappropriate school 
topic, we need to remember we're in a school environ
ment and when cheers change from encouraging to 
demeaning they've lost their purpose. 

day. Whenever I make a decision or vote on something, I will always 
think back to when I was a student and think about how I would 

f'iiijliiiiiiii~ have felt about the decision and how it would have affected me and 
my classmates." 

Bragstad views his experience as a recent graduate as a point of 
view that is seldom represented in decisions for MCPS decisions. 

''My experience at Hellgate was everything that made me want 
to run for two main reasons. First, I saw first hand the need for im
provements in our schools. I was in the labs with the painfully slow 
internet, I saw the leaks in the roof, I wore a winter coat to several 

2 .. We should ask the people from Bonner how they feel. 
If they like it, continue to do it, If it offends them, then 
we can't. 
3. I love the call and response cheers whether it's coming 

.....,.Lo...-......i.. ................. _.~ of my classes and then boiled to death in others all on the same 

from the cheerleaders to the student section, or just one student to the rest of the 
section. It shows good leadership and that our whole student section is paying 
attention to the cheers we know and love. The cheers shouldn't go away, we· 
need to make sure they don't bother anyone. 

Claire Adams- Freshman 

Rona/do Chavez- Senior 
1. Cheers with swear words or other inappropriate 
language in it. 
2. No, there's no reason why anybody should. 
3. Yeah they're all fun, harmless cheers. 

1. When a cheer offends someone personally or victimizes a specific person. 
2. I'm not from Bonner so I don't know, but it all depends on the text ofthe 
chant and how students are using it. 
3. Yes, I ~hink a lot of our seniors work really hard on chants and cheers and 
we're the only support group our players have. 

(Photos by Koby.Si/verman) 

day. I used the outdated books and computers, the list goes on. The 
second reason is because I saw, and continue to see, so much poten· 
tial for MCPS. The passion of some of my teachers in high school is 
beyond inspiring. These are people that care deeply not only about 
students' education but their future and well being. If we give these 
educators the tools they need, I truly believe there is nothing they 
can't do." 

Bragstad stresses student involvement as students are most af
fected by the district's decisions and changes in the system. 

"There a couple things you can do. Make sure you are staying 
up to date with what is going on in the district. You can do this by 
looking over the agendas for school board meetings, going to school 
board meetings, or even just reading the Missoulian every once in 
a while. Trustees are also great resources for this. I try and keep 
people updated that like my Face book page, in hopes of reaching 
more young people. Trustee (Heidi) Kendall has a blog in which she 
writes excellently about what happens at each meeting, It is impos-
sible to have a stance on something if you're not educated on the 
topic. But most importantly, talk to the trustees! We are here to be 
the people's' voice in this massive bureaucracy that is our education 
system, so use us! We all have emails and phone numbers provided 
to us by the district and we love hearing from you!" 

With upcoming bonds, Bragstad has his work cut out for him. 
"It is so critical for our schools that these bonds pass. If these bonds 
pass, many of the problems that you students have to face everyday 
will be resolved," Bragstad said. 


