
4 Editorials 
World Issues with Cy Burchenal 
The Slum Bishop Visits The 'Big Apple' 

Cy Burchenay'Editoriols Ed ito r 

Pope Francis is a religious leader, but he is also a world leader. His 
rallying call of tolerance has drawn many moderate Catholics back to the 
Vatican, and brought the Catholic church into the 21st century. Pope Fran
cis has the ear ofthe world's estimated 1.1 billion Catholics, making him 
the defacto leader of what would be the third largest country in the world. 
Regardless of governmental separation of church and state, it is completely 
appropriate for the Pope to receive the warm welcome he has. Despite his 
wa:.;m reception by both atheists and believers, the Pope was bound to cause 
some controversy due to his position as Catholic-in-chief. 

During his first ever visit to the United States the Pope had a celebrity 
reception. During his tour of New England the Pope conducted packed ser
vices and addressed a rare joint session of Congress. By all accounts Amer
ica showed its best side to Pope Francis. But just before he departed for the 
Vatican, the Pope made a certain comment that has put him in hot water. 
The Vatican has recently released details detailing Pope Francis' meeting 
with Kentucky marriage clerk Kim Davis. Davis was the epicenter of a 
religious controversy this summer for her refusal to issue marriage license 
to gay couples and her subsequent imprisonment. In a brief meeting in New 
York City the Pope told Davis to "stay strong." This has drawn a response 
from the political left, as well as moderate Catholics, ranging from disap
pointment to outrage. This response is understandable, but also absurd. 

Instead of the long, private meeting with the Pope that Davis's lawyer 
described, Pope Francis only gave Davis a short, standard meeting. In fact 
the guest that the Pope gave a far longer meeting to was his own openly gay 

The N ew Proxy in Syria 

former student and his partner. The fact that the Pope met Davis and told 
her to stay strong doesn't necessarily mean that he supports her choices 
and opinions. Once again correlation and causation are mistaken as the 
same thing. The absurdity continues as the question is raised: what was the 
Pope supposed to say? Pope Francis is a religious leader, he has no genuine 
authority past the borders of the Vatican and the Roman Catholic Church. 
Just as he has stated that it is not his place to condemn gays, it is not his 
place to condemn those who do. It is his job to support religious convictions 
and his meeting with Davis should be interpreted as his approval of her 
struggle with adversity, not the cause of the adversity itself. Pope Francis 
has been the greatest friend to gays in the history of the Catholic church, 
and for that the reforms he's made on church policy are almost unheard of. 

The Pope is not a U.S. citizen, in fact until a few weeks ago he had never 
set foot in the U.S. He is not bound by the laws that bind an elected U.S. 
official; separation of church and state does not apply to the Pope. He comes 
from a nation <Argentina) that has a very powerful church presence. The 
anger expressed by moderate Catholics who feel betrayed is misguided. 
Pope Francis has been the greatest friend, to the moderate Catholic that 
they could ask for. His message of peace has found support among people of 
many nations, races, and creeds. Kim Davis's lawyer was misleading in his 
description of the meeting, alluding to it being far longer. Condemnation of 
him due to a single event, or even a single opinion, is misguided and short 
sighted. 

Nothing new under the sun. If history teaches us 
one thing, it is that history repeats itself. The world 
and the people in it go through the same perpetual 
motions. Power change in Russia, said power 
expands, power clashes other power over other 
countries. Over and over and over. The only issue is 
that while the dance is the same, the moves are dif
ferent, so no one actually knows what the end result 
is. Except that Israel wins, because Israel always 
wins. This uncomfortable perspective is sponsored 
by the recent Russian intervention in Syria, which 
appears to be a microcosm for Russia's relationship 
with the U.S. Two different forms of government, 
two old adversaries, one region of mutual interest. 
The recent increase of Russian military presence in 
Syria seems to be the catalyzing agent. 

that czars aren't that popular nowadays, and many 
nations have done their best to distance themselves 
from Russia and come closer to the United States 
and Germany. No country wants a dictatorship that 
invades its neighbors in their vicinity, so Russia 
looks for similar nations to develop relations with, 
IE dictatorships. Autocracies need to stick together 
because other countries impose sanctions on them. 
The problem with that is that the Middle East has 
somewhat of a lion's share of dictatorships, and said 
dictators are very powerful people in the region. 
Russia already has good relation~hips with Egypt 
and Syria, both dictatorships. 

ing U.S. trained and funded rebels. The US has 
entered into a modern proxy war with Russia in the 
most striking resemblance of the Cold War in recent 
memory. 

This return to Cold War methods is unnerving to 
the U.S. because control of the Middle East belongs 
to the strong man in the region. Whatever nations 
present the strongest will attract small~r nations. 
The more Russian presence in the Middle East, the 
smaller the American presence. Russian power is 
inversely proportional to American power. The US 
needs to increase its role in the fight against ISIL 
to counteract Russian influence. The necessary 
response to Russian intervention goes far beyond 
simply influence the Middle East, it's about opposi
tion to autocracy, it's about east vs west. The Syrian 
conflict has become the latest focal point in the 
Russia-U.S. conflict that seems to have resurfaced 
in recent years. This conflict began with the Russian 
annexation of Crimea and the War in Donbass, but 
as established, there's nothing new under the sun. 

Vladimir Putin needs something that few other 
nations need as bad: friends. Because Putin an
nexed Crimea in 2014, he has become a pariah in 
Europe. The west has finally recognized him for 
what he is: a czar. The only problem with that is 

Recently Russia has begun to participate militar
ily in the Syrian Civil War. More tanks and war
planes are being directed to Damascus, while Rus
sian pilots conduct airstrikes against rebel groups. 
Lebanese intelligence vows that Russia is already 
deploying ground forces in combat. 

The only problem, the one that bothers the U.S, 
is that prior mentioned Russian airstrikes are target-


